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Origina l  pap er  

Synoptic Variability of Bio-Optical and Hydrological  

Parameters off the Crimea Coast According to Data  

from in situ Measurements in Summer 2023 

Yu. V. Artamonov, E. A. Skripaleva *, A. A. Latushkin, A. V. Fedirko 

Marine Hydrophysical Institute of RAS, Sevastopol, Russia 
* e-mail: sea-ant@yandex.ru 

Abstract 
The paper studies the synoptic variability of the light beam attenuation coefficient and 

intensity of chlorophyll a fluorescence on the sea surface and its relationship with the dis-

tributions of hydrological parameters based on the hydrological and bio-optical measure-

ments carried out off the coast of Crimea during the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodya- 

nitsky in summer 2023. The measurements were carried out on a finer station grid with 

the vessel moving from west to east twice with a weekly interval (14–20 June and  

22–28 June). It is shown that due to Rim Current penetration into the polygon during 

the 2nd stage of measurements, the Azov-Kerch waters flew into the polygon water area 

more intensely. This was accompanied by a decrease in waters transparency and salinity, 

and an increase in temperature, which was also influenced by the ongoing seasonal heating. 
In most of the study area, data from both measurement stages revealed a significant ten-

dency of increasing chlorophyll a fluorescence intensity in water areas with a higher 

beam attenuation coefficient. Changes of the vertical thermohaline and bio-optical waters 

structure on a scale of about a week were observed in the entire measurement layer and 

were manifested in changes in the number and values of the maxima of the chlorophyll a 

fluorescence intensity, the light beam attenuation coefficient, temperature and salinity ver-

tical gradients, as well as their depths. The main maximum of the light beam attenuation 

coefficient was observed either in the surface layer or in the layer of seasonal thermocline 

and halocline, while the maximum of the chlorophyll a fluorescence intensity was located 

under the layer of seasonal thermocline and halocline. The study found a significant linear 

correlation between the distributions of the depth of the seasonal thermocline and the depths 

of the maximum of the light beam attenuation coefficient and chlorophyll a fluorescence 

intensity, as well as between the depths of the seasonal halocline and the maximum intensi-

ty of chlorophyll a fluorescence. 

Keywords: Black Sea, hydrological stations, light beam attenuation coefficient, chloro-

phyll a fluorescence, temperature, salinity, water circulation, synoptic variability 
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Синоптическая изменчивость биооптических   

и гидрологических параметров у берегов Крыма  

по данным экспедиционных измерений летом 2023 года 

Ю. В. Артамонов, Е. А. Скрипалева *, А. А. Латушкин,  

А. В. Федирко  

Морской гидрофизический институт РАН, Севастополь, Россия 
* e-mail: sea-ant@yandex.ru 

Аннотация 
По данным гидрологических и биооптических измерений, выполненных у берегов 
Крыма в ходе 127-го рейса НИС «Профессор Водяницкий» летом 2023 г., исследована 
синоптическая изменчивость показателя ослабления направленного света и интенсив-
ности флуоресценции хлорофилла а на поверхности моря и ее связь с распределениями 
гидрологических параметров. Измерения проводили по учащенной сетке станций 
с продвижением судна с запада на восток дважды с недельным интервалом (14–20 июня 
и 22–28 июня). Показано, что проникновение потока Основного Черноморского тече-
ния на полигон во время 2-го этапа измерений привело к более интенсивному поступ-
лению на акваторию полигона азово-керченских вод. Это сопровождалось пониже-
нием прозрачности и солености вод и повышением температуры, на которую также 
оказывал влияние продолжающийся сезонный прогрев. На большей части полигона, 
по данным обоих этапов измерений, выявлена значимая тенденция к увеличению 
интенсивности флуоресценции хлорофилла а в областях вод с повышенными значе-
ниями показателя ослабления направленного света. Показано, что изменения верти-
кальной термохалинной и биооптической структуры вод на масштабе около недели 
наблюдались во всем слое измерений и проявлялись в изменении количества и значе-
ний максимумов интенсивности флуоресценции хлорофилла а, показателя ослабления 
направленного света, вертикальных градиентов температуры и солености, а также 
глубин залегания этих параметров. Основной максимум значений показателя ослаб-
ления направленного света прослеживался или в поверхностном слое, или в слое се-
зонных термоклина и галоклина, а максимум интенсивности флуоресценции хлоро-
филла а располагался под слоем сезонных термоклина и галоклина. Выявлена значи-
мая линейная корреляция между распределениями глубины залегания сезонного тер-
моклина и глубин залегания максимумов показателя ослабления направленного света 
и интенсивности флуоресценции хлорофилла а, а также между глубинами залегания 
сезонного галоклина и максимума интенсивности флуоресценции хлорофилла а. 

Ключевые слова: Черное море, гидрологические станции, показатель ослабления 
направленного света, флуоресценция хлорофилла а, температура, соленость, цирку-
ляция вод, синоптическая изменчивость  
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Для цитирования: Синоптическая изменчивость биооптических и гидрологических 

параметров у берегов Крыма по данным экспедиционных измерений летом 2023 года 

/ Ю. В. Артамонов [и др.] // Экологическая безопасность прибрежной и шельфовой 

зон моря. 2025. № 3. С. 6–24. EDN QEZZHL. 
 

 

Introduction  

In recent years, there has been a noticeable increase in anthropogenic pressure 

on the coastal part of the Black Sea, making assessments of the ecological state of 

seawater, which is largely reflected in its hydro-optical structure, increasingly rele-

vant [1, 2]. To assess changes in the ecological state of the waters under the influ-

ence of various natural and anthropogenic factors, the light beam attenuation co-

efficient (LAC) is widely used, which reflects the total suspended solids (TSS) 

content and characterizes water transparency 1) [3–7]. An important characteristic 

for assessing primary bioproductivity in water is the content of the photosyntheti-

cally active pigment chlorophyll a (Chl-a) in marine phytoplankton, determined 

from measurements of Chl-a fluorescence (F) or direct measurements [8–13]. 

In this regard, an important element of environmental monitoring is the study of 

the variability of LAC and Chl-a content at different time scales and the relation-

ship between this variability and the characteristics of the hydrological structure of 

waters.  

Effective monitoring of the hydrological and bio-optical structure of surface 

waters is conducted using remote sensing methods [2, 14–18]. The use of satellite 

data has enabled the identification of variability in bio-optical characteristics 

at different time scales on the surface of the Black Sea [19–22], as well as investi-

gation of the relationship between bio-optical parameters and the thermohaline 

structure and dynamics of water [23, 24]. According to data from the SeaWiFS and 

MODIS-Aqua ocean color scanners from the atlas Bio-optical Characteristics of 

Russian Seas from Satellite Ocean Color Data, Chl-a concentration exhibits 

two main peaks in the seasonal cycle: spring (March–May) and autumn (Octo-

ber–November). At the same time, the backscattering coefficient of suspended 

particles exhibits a pronounced maximum in June [20]. Analysis of the climatic 

seasonal cycle of Chl-a concentration, the diffuse light attenuation coefficient Kd 

(490), and the remote sensing reflectance Rrs (555) based on data from the MODIS-

Aqua and NPP-VIIRS satellite scanners from the Copernicus array showed that 

the main maxima of Chl-a concentration and Kd (490) on the northwestern shelf are 

observed during the period of the highest water warming rate in May. In the south-

ern part of the western shelf and in the deep-water part of the sea, these maxima 

occur in November, coinciding with the maximum cooling rate of the water. 

The maximum Rrs (555) values in most of the Black Sea are recorded in June, when 

the water warms most rapidly [21]. According to data from the MODIS-Aqua 

                                                           

1) Mankovsky, V.I., Solov'iev, M.V. and Mankovskaya, E.V., 2009. [Hydrooptical Properties of 

the Black Sea]. A Reference Book. Sevastopol: MGI NAN Ukrainy, 41 p. (in Russian). 
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ocean color scanner, the influence of the Rim Current (RC) on the distribution of 

the remote sensing reflectance is observed in April as a band of elevated Rrs values 

above the continental slope [23]. According to Copernicus data, south of the Cri-

mean coast, the influence of the RC on the spatial distribution of average monthly 

climatic fields of Chl-a and Rrs (555) is manifested as “tongues” of water with ele-

vated Chl-a concentration, Rrs (555), temperature, and reduced salinity. The maxi-

mum westward spread of waters carried by the RC (almost to 32° E) in the climatic 

fields of bio-optical and thermohaline parameters is observed in February, during 

the period of increased zonal geostrophic velocity of the RC [24]. In [22], based on 

SeaWiFS and MODIS satellite measurements, trends in interannual variability of 

chlorophyll concentration on the shelf of the northern Black Sea off the Caucasian 

and Crimean coasts for the period from 1997 to 2015 were analyzed. It was shown 

that, despite high variability in average annual chlorophyll concentrations across 

different years, no long-term trend in the distribution of these values was observed, 

and no pronounced interannual trends were identified [22].  
Information about the bio-optical structure of deep-sea waters can only be ob-

tained using contact methods, while conducting hydrological and bio-optical ob-

servations quasi-synchronously with instrumental measurements of currents signif-

icantly enhances the interpretation of bio-optical field distribution characteristics. 

Regular expeditionary studies in the northern Black Sea have enabled the assess-

ment of bio-optical and hydrological fields and their variability across various spa-

tial and temporal scales [11, 13, 24–34]. A summary of detailed hydro-optical 

surveys conducted as part of the expeditionary research program of Marine Hy-

drophysical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences from 2016 to 2020 

on R/V Professor Vodyanitsky showed that the main sources of increased TSS con-

centration in the surface layer off the Crimean coast are low-salinity, turbid waters 

from the Kerch Strait, riverine inputs from the Caucasian coast, and desalinated 

waters from the northwestern shelf. In the deep-water part of the sea, localized 

areas of turbid water were identified, formed under the influence of vertical circu-

lation in regions of cyclonic circulation and meanders of the RC. The vertical struc-

ture of TSS concentration was characterized by an upper quasi-homogeneous layer, 

typically coinciding in thickness with the upper quasi-homogeneous layer of ther-

mohaline parameters. Within this layer, a significant negative linear correlation was 

observed between TSS concentration and temperature and salinity, while a positive 

correlation was found with density. In the seasonal thermocline and pycnocline 

layer, a subsurface maximum of TSS concentration was observed. Below the core 

of the cold intermediate layer, in the main thermocline, halocline, and pycnocline, 

an intermediate minimum of TSS concentration was noted. Below this minimum, 

another layer of increased turbidity was observed, coinciding with the upper 

boundary of the hydrogen sulfide zone [28]. 

In June 2023, during the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky in the coas- 

tal waters of the Black Sea off the Crimean coast, a comprehensive hydrologi-

cal and bio-optical survey was conducted, yielding results of particular interest.  
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Hydrological and bio-optical measurements were performed at a dense network 

of stations, repeated twice at approximately one-week intervals. The coordinates 

of the stations surveyed during the two measurement stages were nearly identical, 

enabling comparison of the measured parameter distributions and assessment 

of their differences due to synoptic variability. The aim of this study is to analyze 

the synoptic-scale variability of the light beam attenuation coefficient and Chl-a 

fluorescence distributions off the Crimean coast in the summer of 2023 and 

to evaluate their relationship with changes in the hydrological structure of the waters. 

Materials and methods 

Hydrological measurements during the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodya- 

nitsky in June 2023 were conducted within Russian territorial waters off the Crime-

an coast, from Cape Sarych to Cape Chauda (Fig. 1). While maintaining the total 

expedition time (25 days), the measurement area was reduced compared to previ-

ous cruises due to administrative restrictions. This allowed for the increased num-

ber of hydrological stations, enabling detailed spatial distributions of hydro-optical 

parameters that reflect the current state of the water structure in the coastal zone of 

Crimea. The first measurement stage was carried out from June 14 to 20 (64 sta-

tions) (Fig. 1, a), the second stage from June 22 to 28 (62 stations) (Fig. 1, b), with 

the station coordinates during the two stages almost coinciding. 

Seawater temperature (°C) 

and salinity (PSU) were mea- 

sured using the IDRONAUT 

OCEAN SEVEN 320 PlusM 

CTD probe 2). The speed and di-

rection of currents (cm/s) were 

measured using a Workhorse 

Monitor 300 kHz ADCP acous-

tic Doppler current profiler  3).  

 

 

 

F i g .  1 .  Map of hydrological sta-

tions surveyed near Crimean coasts 

during the 1st (14–20 June 2023) (a) 

and 2nd (22–28 June 2023) (b) crui- 

ses of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky 

 

                                                           

2) URL: http://www.technopolecom.ru/dounloads/doc_212.pdf 

3) URL: https://www.bodc.ac.uk/data/documents/nodb/pdf/workhorse_monitor.pdf 
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The intensity of chlorophyll a fluorescence (F Chl-a, relative units) and the light 

beam attenuation coefficient at a wavelength of 660 nm (ε660, m−1) were measured 

using the KONDOR hydrobiophysical multiparametric submersible autonomous 

complex 4), primarily during daylight hours. Additionally, surface wind speed W 

(m/s) was continuously recorded at each station using the AIRMAR-220WX ship-

board weather station. 

In quantitative assessments of the consistency of distributions of bio-optical 

parameters and the depths of their maxima, as well as seasonal thermoclines and 

haloclines, the statistical reliability of linear correlation coefficients R was evaluat-

ed with a statistical significance level of α=0.01 (99% confidence level) according 

to the methodology 5).  

Results 

During the first measurement stage, the light beam attenuation coefficient 

varied within the survey area between 0.6 and 0.83 m -1 (Fig. 2, a). The most 

turbid waters (values ε660 > 0.77 m-1) were observed in the coastal part of 

Feodosia Gulf, southeast of Ayu-Dag and at the western boundary of the polygon. 

 

 

 
 

F i g .  2 .  Distributions of ε660 values on the surface (a, b) and wind speed W (c, d) 

at stations according to data from the 1st (a, c) and 2nd (b, d) stages of the 127th cruise 

of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky. Bold curves in fragments c, d – smoothing by a mov-

ing average over three stations 

                                                           

4) Available at: http://ecodevice.com.ru/ecodevice-catalogue/multiturbidimeter-kondor [Accessed: 

27 August 2025]. 

5) Malinin, V.N., 2008. [Statistical Methods of Analysis of Hydrometeorological Information]. Saint 

Petersburg, Izd-vo RGGMU, 408 p. (in Russian). 
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The increased turbidity in the shallow part of Feodosia Gulf, at depths less than 

30 m, was associated with a significant increase in wind speed at stations 61–63 

(Fig. 2, c), which caused resuspension of bottom and coastal sediments. The clear-

est waters (values ε660 < 0.67 m-1) were observed along the Meganom transect.  

During the second stage, one week later, water turbidity at the surface  

increased significantly across most of the polygon. The ε660 values for most of 

the polygon’s water area ranged from 0.65 to 1.15 m-1 (Fig. 2, b). The highest ε660 

values (> 0.91 m-1) were recorded east of Cape Ayu-Dag and at the southern border 

in the eastern part of the polygon. A noticeable increase in ε660 values (0.83–0.89 m-1) 

was observed near the coast in the area of Cape Kiik-Atlam, where, during the first 

stage of measurements, ε660 values did not exceed 0.73 m-1. As in the coastal part 

of Feodosia Gulf at stations 61–63, this increase in turbidity was associated with 

increased wind speed at stations 120–128 (Fig. 2, d). The waters with the highest 

transparency (ε660 values < 0.63 m-1) were located at the western border of the poly- 

gon, where the highest turbidity was observed during the first stage. 

The distribution of F Chl-a intensity on the sea surface during the two meas-

urement stages was highly heterogeneous. For technical reasons, F Chl-a mea- 

surements in the first stage began at station 24 (Fig. 3). Consequently, the compari-

son of F Chl-a distribution was limited to the central and eastern parts of the poly-

gon. During the first measurement stage, F Chl-a values ranged from 0.32 

to 0.53 relative units, with a patchy spatial distribution. The highest F Chl-a values 

(0.47–0.53 relative units) were observed at the southern border of the polygon, 

approximately between 34.6° and 34.8° E. The lowest F Chl-a values (< 0.35 rela-

tive units) were recorded near the coast in the Cape Meganom area and in the east-

ern part of Feodosia Gulf (Fig. 3, a). 

During the second stage of measurements, a general increase in F Chl-a values 

was observed across almost the entire water area of the polygon (Fig. 3, b). 

The highest F Chl-a values ranged from 0.59 to 0.61 relative units. The lowest F Chl-a 

values (< 0.33 relative units), as in the first stage, were observed at the eastern border 

of the polygon. In the coastal zone near Cape Meganom, where the lowest F Chl-a 

values were observed during the first stage, a noticeable increase in F Chl-a in-

tensity (0.45–0.50 relative units) was recorded during the second stage (Fig. 3, b). 

 

 

 
 

F i g .  3 .  Distributions of chlorophyll a fluorescence intensity during the 1st (a) and  

2nd (b) stages of the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky 
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Notably, during the second stage, waters at the eastern border of the polygon 

with reduced F Chl-a intensity were characterized by increased turbidity 

(Fig. 2, b; 3, b). 

Overall, despite the observed differences in the distribution of the light beam 

attenuation coefficient and F Chl-a intensity between the first and second stages, 

a significant trend of increasing F Chl-a intensity was identified in areas of elevat-

ed water turbidity across most of the polygon (Fig. 4). The exception is the water 

area at the eastern border of the polygon, characterized by increased turbidity dur-

ing the second stage. In this area, a decrease in F Chl-a intensity was observed 

(Fig. 2, b; 3, b; 4, c). 

Analysis of the distribution of flow vectors based on instrumental measure-

ments showed that differences between the distribution of ε660 values during 

the two measurement stages were associated with noticeable changes in water cir-

culation (Fig. 5). Thus, the main westward flow characterizing the RC was most 

clearly traced only in the western part of the polygon during the first stage, while 

east of Cape Ai-Todor, a flow in the opposite eastern direction was observed 

(Fig. 5, a). In the eastern part of the polygon, well-defined synoptic vortices were 

observed – cyclonic south of Feodosia Gulf (Feodosia cyclone) and anticyclonic 

slightly west of the Karadag traverse (Karadag anticyclone). This water circulation 

pattern shows that over most of the water area east of Cape Ai-Todor, the main RC 

flow was located further south, outside the polygon. 

During the second stage, the circulation pattern changed significantly 

(Fig. 5, b). Across most of the water area, except for Feodosia Gulf, westward 

currents corresponding to the RC flow were observed. In the central part of 

the polygon, one branch of the RC flow turned north, then northeast, forming 

the Crimean anticyclone, while the other branch continued westward.  

 

 

 
 

F i g .  4 .  Graphs of the linear correlation between the values of F Chl-a and ε660 ac-

cording to the data of the 1st stage at stations 24–65 (a), the 2nd stage at stations 71–119 

(b) and 120–141 (c). Dashed lines are the boundaries of the 99% confidence interval 
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F i g .  5 .  Distributions of vectors of instrumentally measured currents (cm/s) in the sur-

face layer according to data from the 1st (a) and 2nd (b) stages of the 127th cruise of 

R/V Professor Vodyanitsky. Anticyclonic eddies are shown in red, cyclonic eddies are 

shown in blue 

 

 
The Karadag anticyclone persisted in the eastern part of the polygon. Instead of 

the Feodosia cyclone, an anticyclonic vortex formed closer to the southern border 

of the polygon, provisionally named the Feodosia anticyclone (Fig. 5, b).  

The distributions of temperature (TPM) and salinity (SPM) at the sea surface 

during the two measurement stages differed significantly (Fig. 6). Weekly temporal 

changes were evident in a noticeable increase in TPM values (22.6–25.3°C) during 

the second stage compared to the first stage, when TPM values ranged from 20.6 

to 23.4°C (Fig. 6, a, b). This increase in TPM was associated with both ongoing 

seasonal warming of surface waters, as the second stage occurred one week later, 

and the inflow of water into the polygon’s water area, carried by the RC flow from 

the southeast to the shores of Crimea. These waters were characterized by elevated 

temperatures and reduced salinity [24], which was associated with the influence 

of the Azov-Kerch desalination, in which Azov Sea waters penetrate through 

the Kerch Strait and move westward along the northern periphery of the RC [24, 35]. 

The influence of Azov-Kerch desalination on the salinity field at the sea surface 

(Fig. 6, c, d) was most clearly evident during the second stage of measurements 

in the central part of the polygon. Desalinated waters with SPM values below 

17.9 PSU, carried by the RC flow, spread along the periphery of the Crimean anti-

cyclone to the northeast, then followed the coast in an easterly direction and further 

to the southeast (Fig. 6, d).  

In addition to reduced salinity, the Azov-Kerch waters are also characterized 

by increased turbidity [24, 35], which led to an increase in ε660 values during the se- 

cond stage of measurements, most evident in the southeastern and central parts of  
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F i g .  6 .  Distributions of temperature (a, b) and salinity (c, d) at the 2 m horizon  

according to data from the 1st (a, c) and 2nd (b, d) stages of the 127th cruise of R/V Pro-

fessor Vodyanitsky 

 

 

the polygon (Fig. 2, b). Notably, in the eastern part of the polygon, where in-

creased turbidity was observed during the second stage, a noticeable decrease 

in Chl-a fluorescence intensity was recorded. This may be associated with 

the penetration of Azov-Kerch waters into the southeastern part of the polygon, 

which then spread along the periphery of the Feodosia anticyclone to the entire 

eastern part of the water area. According to [36], during the measurement period 

(June), the concentration of Chl-a in the Sea of Azov reaches its lowest values. 

Thus, changes in the distribution of the light beam attenuation coefficient, 

temperature, and salinity at the sea surface on a synoptic time scale (approximately 

one week) were primarily due to variability in water circulation. The penetration 

of the RC flow into the polygon during the second stage of measurements led to 

a more intensive inflow of Azov-Kerch waters into the polygon’s water area, which 

was accompanied by a decrease in transparency and salinity and an increase 

in temperature, further influenced by ongoing seasonal warming. 

The vertical distribution of the light beam attenuation coefficient, F Chl-a 

intensity, temperature, and salinity showed that the thermohaline and bio-

optical fields were characterized by well-defined summer vertical stratification. 

Examples of vertical profiles of ε660, F Chl-a, and vertical gradients of tempera-

ture (VTG) and salinity (VSG) at stations measured at the same point at weekly 

intervals in different parts of the polygon are shown in Fig. 7. Synoptic changes 

in the vertical bio-optical and thermohaline structure of the water column on 

a scale of approximately one week were observed throughout the measurement 

layer and were evident in changes in the number and magnitude of the ε 660, 

F  Chl-a, VTG (in absolute terms) and VSG maxima, as well as their depths.  
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F i g .  7 .  Vertical distributions of F Chl-a, ε660, VTG and VSG values at sta-

tions carried out at the same point with a weekly interval in different parts of 

the polygon. The station numbers are indicated on the graphs 
 

 

For example, at station 24 (stage 1), one main ε660 maximum (0.8 m-1) was observed 

at a depth of 18 m. One week later (station 93, stage 2), two ε660 maxima (0.92 m-1) 

were observed – at the surface and at a depth of 16 m. The main F Chl-a intensity 

maximum at station 24 was located at a depth of 25 m, while at station 93, it was 

at a depth of 18 m, with its value increasing from 0.6 to 0.7 relative units (Fig. 7, a). 

The thermohaline structure at station 24 was characterized by one main maxi-

mum VTG (1.2°C/m) at a depth of 20 m and two maximum VSG (0.045 PSU/m)  

at depths of 11 m and 22 m. One week later (station 93), one maximum VTG and 

VSG were observed at depths of 18–20 m, with values increasing to 1.6°C/m and 

0.09 PSU/m, respectively (Fig. 7, a).  
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Further east, at station 31 (stage 1), two maxima of ε660 (0.78 m-1) were detected 

at depths of 18 m and 23 m. One week later (station 100), ε660 maxima (0.85 m-1) 

were observed in the surface layer. The maximum F Chl-a intensity, based on data 

from both stages, was located at a depth of 30 m, with its value decreasing from 0.7 

relative units (station 31) to 0.65 relative units (station 100) (Fig. 7, b). The season-

al thermocline (VTG ~ 0.78°C/m) and halocline (VSG ~ 0.05 PSU/m) at station 31 

were located at depths of 20–21 m. One week later (station 100), their depth 

remained unchanged, but their values increased to 1.17°C/m and 0.08 PSU/m, 

respectively (Fig. 7, b).  

In the Cape Meganom area at station 40 (stage 1), maxima of ε660 (0.74 m-1) 

were observed at depths of 18 m and 25 m. One week later (station 109), these 

maxima increased to 0.84 m-1 and were observed in the surface layer at depths 

of 2–7 m. The maximum F Chl-a intensity at stations 40 and 109 was detected 

at depths of 28 m and 32 m, respectively, with its value increasing from 0.6 to 

0.8 relative units (Fig. 7, c). The maximum VTG value increased from 0.6°C/m 

(station 40) to 1.3°C/m (station 109). The maximum VSG values at both stations 

ranged from 0.06 to 0.063 PSU/m. The depths of the seasonal thermocline and 

halocline decreased from 18 m and 22 m at station 40 to 12 m and 15 m at sta-

tion 109 (Fig. 7, c). 

In the eastern part of the polygon, at shallow station 57, the main maxima ε660 

(0.77 m-1) were observed at a depth of 30 m. One week later (station 138), the ε660 

maxima (0.95 m-1) were observed in the surface layer at depths of 2–10 m. 

The maximum F Chl-a intensity, in contrast, decreased from 0.95 relative units 

(station 57) to 0.77 relative units (station 138). It was observed in the layer 27–32 m 

at station 57 and at a depth of 32 m at station 138 (Fig. 7, d). The depths of 

the VTG and VSG maxima at station 57 were 24 m and 27 m, respectively. At sta-

tion 138, two well-defined VTG maxima were observed at depths of 5 m and 12 m, 

while the depth of the VSG maximum decreased to 12 m. The maximum VTG val-

ues decreased from 1°C/m (station 57) to 0.9°C/m (station 138), and the maximum 

VSG values at both stations ranged from 0.080 to 0.082 PSU/m (Fig. 7, d). 

Notably, at deep-water stations, another maximum of ε660 was observed below 

the main halocline, located approximately in the 150–170 m layer (Fig. 7, a, b), 

which, according to [37], corresponds to the lower boundary of the suboxic redox 

zone and the upper layer of the hydrogen sulfide zone. According to previous 

expedition measurements, a maximum concentration of TSS was also detected 

at these depths [29, 30]. This increase in ε660 values (up to 0.6 m-1) was observed 

in both measurement stages, but the depth of these maxima varied by 10–15 m over 

the week (Fig. 7, a, b). 

Overall, during the second stage of measurements, an increase in the maxi-

mum VTG (Fig. 8, a) and VSG (Fig. 8, b) values was observed across most of 

the  polygon, indicating more pronounced vertical thermohaline stratification. 

In  the subsurface layer, there was also an increase in ε660 values, particularly 

in  the eastern part of the polygon (Fig. 8, c), an increase in F Chl-a intensity 

across most of the polygon, and a decrease in these values in the eastern part of 

the polygon (Fig. 8, d).  
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F i g .  8 .  Distributions of the main maxima of VTG (a), VSG (b), ε660 (c), F Chl-a 

(d) values, their depths (e) at stations according to data from the 1st (left) and  

2nd (right) stages of the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky. The red ellipse 

highlights the depths of the parameters at stations located in the area of the Karadag 

anticyclone, and the blue ellipse highlights the depths of the parameters at stations 

located in the area of the Feodosia cyclone. 
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The distribution of the depths of the main maxima of VTG, VSG, ε660 and 

F Chl-a intensity at all stations showed that the depths of the seasonal thermocline 

during the first stage ranged from 7 to 30 m, while during the second stage, the ther-

mocline rose closer to the surface and was located at depths of 4–24 m (Fig. 8, e). 

The seasonal halocline was observed at depths of 6 to 32 m during both stages 

(Fig. 8, e). Analysis of vertical profiles of ε660 values during both stages showed 

that the maximum ε660 values were observed either in the surface layer or within 

the seasonal thermocline and halocline layers, consistent with the depth of the max-

imum concentration of TSS according to long-term expedition measurements [28]. 

According to data from all stations, the maximum F Chl-a intensity was located 

below the seasonal thermocline and halocline layers (Fig. 8, e). The distribution of 

depths of the maximum thermohaline and bio-optical parameters during the first 

stage of measurements clearly showed the dynamics of water masses. There was 

a noticeable increase in these depths at stations located in the Karadag anticy-

clone area (stations 54–59, highlighted with a red ellipse) and a decrease at stations 

in the Feodosia cyclone area (stations 60–65, highlighted with a blue ellipse) 

(Fig. 8, e). Analysis of the vertical structure of water circulation showed that these 

synoptic vortices were clearly visible throughout the entire upper 50 m layer. 

During the second stage of measurements, synoptic anticyclonic vortices were 

evident only in the upper 10 m layer, so the circulation features were minimally 

reflected in the distribution of the depths of the thermohaline and bio-optical pa-

rameters (Fig. 8, e). 

 

 

 
 

F i g .  9 .  Graphs of the linear correlation between the depths of occurrence of the 

maxima of F Chl-a, ε660, VTG and VSG according to the data of the 1st (a) and 2nd (b) 

stages of the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky. Dashed lines are the bounda-

ries of the confidence interval of the 99% level of statistical significance 
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Quantitative assessments of the consistency of the distributions of the depths 

of the maximum bio-optical parameters and the seasonal thermocline and halocline 

(Fig. 9) showed that the strongest relationship between these parameters was ob-

served during the first stage of measurements (Fig. 9, a). A significant direct linear 

correlation, with a statistical significance level of α = 0.01 (99% confidence level), 

was found between the depth of the seasonal thermocline and the depths of 

the maximum ε660 and F Chl-a intensity, as well as between the depths of the sea-

sonal halocline and the maximum F Chl-a intensity. The correlation coefficients R 

for these relationships were 0.4, 0.6, and 0.4, respectively. The linear correlation 

between the depth of the seasonal halocline and the maximum ε660, as well as be-

tween the maxima of ε660 and F Chl-a, was weaker, with R values of 0.3 (Fig. 9, a). 

During the second stage of measurements, the relationship between the distri-

butions of the depths of the maximum bio-optical parameters and the seasonal 

thermocline and halocline remained significant at α = 0.01, but weakened noticea-

bly, with R values not exceeding 0.3 (Fig. 9, b). 

Conclusions  

According to hydrological and bio-optical measurements conducted in June 

2023 during the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky off the coast of Crimea, 

the variability of the distribution of the light beam attenuation coefficient and 

F Chl-a intensity on a synoptic scale was analyzed, and the relationship between 

this variability and changes in the hydrological structure of the waters was as-

sessed. Across most of the polygon, data from both measurement stages revealed 

a significant trend of increasing F Chl-a intensity in areas with elevated light beam 

attenuation coefficient values. It was shown that changes in the distribution of tem-

perature, salinity, and LAC values at the sea surface on a weekly time scale were 

associated with changes in water circulation. During the second stage of measure-

ments, warmer, less saline, and more turbid Azov-Kerch waters penetrated the pol-

ygon with the RC flow, leading to a decrease in salinity in the central part of 

the polygon, an increase in turbidity in the southeastern and central parts of 

the polygon, and an increase in temperature, further influenced by ongoing season-

al warming. The Azov-Kerch waters entering the southeastern part of the polygon 

and then spreading to the entire eastern part of the water area along the periphery of 

the Feodosia anticyclone contributed to a decrease in F Chl-a intensity in the area 

of increased turbidity at the eastern border of the polygon, as the concentration 

of Chl-a in the Sea of Azov during the measurement period was reduced. 

It has been shown that synoptic changes in the vertical thermohaline and bio-

optical structure of waters on a scale of approximately one week were observed 

throughout the measurement layer and were evident in changes in the number and 

magnitude of the maxima of LAC, F Chl-a, VTG and VSG, as well as their depths. 

During the second stage of measurements, thermohaline fields were character-

ized by more pronounced vertical stratification across most of the polygon.  
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In the subsurface layer, as at the surface, there was an increase in LAC values, par-

ticularly in the eastern part of the polygon, an increase in F Chl-a intensity across 

most of the polygon, and a decrease in these values in the eastern part of the poly-

gon. The main LAC maxima were observed either in the surface layer or within 

the seasonal thermocline and halocline layers, while the maximum F Chl-a intensi-

ty was located below the seasonal thermocline and halocline layers. At deep-water 

stations, another LAC maximum was observed below the main halocline layer, 

located in the 150–170 m layer, corresponding to the lower boundary of the subox-

ic redox zone and the upper layer of the hydrogen sulfide zone. 

A significant linear correlation was found between the depth of the seasonal 

thermocline and the depths of the maximum LAC values and F Chl-a intensity, 

as well as between the depth of the seasonal halocline and the maximum F Chl-a 

intensity, based on data from the first stage of measurements, with R coefficients of 

0.4, 0.6, and 0.4, respectively. 
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Abstract 
The paper studies dynamics of carbonate system parameters during the spring-summer 
coccolithophores bloom using data on temperature, salinity, carbonate system parameters 
(СО2, pH and alkalinity) and backscattering index (bbp(550), m‒1) for the northern Black 
Sea surface waters during the 127th and 131st cruises of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky. 
Within the studied periods (June 2023, May–June 2024) coccolithophores concentrations 
exceeded 1.00 million cells/L, while high рСО2 (mean 486 ± 18 µatm) was also observed. 
The surface water layer was oversaturated with СО2 compared to the atmosphere, with 
a mean water СО2 supersaturation of 14% (58 μatm). However, no pronounced relationship 
was found between coccolith concentrations and рСО2, pH and alkalinity values, which 
may indicate a non-core contribution of the bloom to СО2 concentrations in the surface 
waters. It was found that even during the coccolithophores blooming period, temperature is 
the key factor determining the surface waters рСО2. The spatial distribution of suspended 
matter concentration represented by coccoliths was determined by water dynamics and cur-
rent structure in the Black Sea. 
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Изменчивость параметров карбонатной системы  

поверхностного слоя вод северной части Черного моря 

в период «цветения» кокколитофорид 
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Аннотация 

Рассмотрена динамика параметров карбонатной системы в период весенне-летнего 

«цветения» кокколитофорид с использованием данных о температуре и солености, 

параметров карбонатной системы (СО2, рН и щелочности) и показателя рассеяния 

назад взвесью (bbp(550), м‒1) для поверхностного слоя вод в северной части Черного 

моря в 127-м и 131-м рейсах НИС «Профессор Водяницкий». В исследуемые перио-

ды (июнь 2023 г., май – июнь 2024 г.) концентрации кокколитофорид превышали 

1.00 млн кл/л, также отмечено высокое значение рСО2 (среднее 486 ± 18 мкатм). 

Поверхностный слой вод был пересыщен СО2 по сравнению с атмосферой, среднее 

пересыщение вод СО2 составило 14 % (58 мкатм). Однако выявлено отсутствие вы-

раженной связи между концентрациями кокколитов и величинами рСО2, рН и ще-

лочности, что может указывать на неосновной вклад «цветения» в концентрации СО2 

в поверхностном слое вод. Установлено, что даже в период «цветения» кокколитофо-

рид ключевым фактором, определяющим величину рСО2 поверхностного слоя вод, 

является температура воды. При этом пространственное распределение концентра-

ции взвеси, представленной кокколитами, определялось динамикой вод и структурой 

течений в Черном море. 

Ключевые слова: карбонатная система, парциальное давление углекислого газа, 

кокколитофориды, Черное море 
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Н. А. Орехова [и др.] // Экологическая безопасность прибрежной и шельфовой зон 

моря. 2025. № 3. С. 25–40. EDN VCOCEY. 

Introduction 

The continuous increase in atmospheric CO2 concentrations and its further 

absorption by ocean waters, which are one of the main natural CO2 sinks, has led to 

a decrease in the buffer capacity of those waters and a change in the hydrochemi-

cal characteristics of the World Ocean. In particular, there has been an increase 

in the concentration of hydrogen ions in seawater [1]. According to [2–4], over the past 

250 years, the pH of surface ocean waters has decreased by approximately 0.11, 
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which corresponds to a 30–40% increase in the concentration of hydrogen ions. 

In addition, there has been a decrease in oxygen concentrations and the spread of 

oxygen-deficient zones in the waters of the World Ocean [5, 6]. At the same time, 

the increase in CO2 concentrations in water and the atmosphere, as well as changes 

in the hydrochemical characteristics of the ocean, have a negative impact on bio-

logical organisms, including those with carbonate skeletons [2–4, 7]. 

In the waters of the World Ocean, the main reserve of dissolved carbon is 

in inorganic form and amounts to about 38 Gt C (1 Gt = 109 t) [1]. The atmos-

phere contains significantly less carbon, and significant carbon fluxes are formed 

at the boundary between the surface waters and the sea-surface atmosphere [1, 7, 8]. 

As a result, at the boundary with the atmosphere, as well as between the surface 

and deeper waters, various forms of carbon, including CO2, are redistributed [2, 3], 

leading to changes in its concentrations.  

The exchange of CO2 between water and the atmosphere occurs due to the dif-

fusion of gaseous CO2 across the phase boundary, with the total exchange being 

proportional to the difference in partial pressures of gaseous CO2 in the air and 

seawater. Thus, it is closely related to the solubility of CO2 in seawater (K0), which 

determines the ratio of CO2 in seawater to the partial pressure of CO2 in the gas 

phase [5] at chemical equilibrium: 

K0 = [CO2]sw/pCO2, sw. 

In addition to physical transport and temperature contributions, the dynamics 

of CO2 concentration in the surface waters is determined by biological processes 

as well as bya complex set of abiotic chemical reactions [2–4].  

The combination of CO2 dissolution and carbonic acid dissociation products 

forms a carbonate system, which can be described by a system of equilibria [1, 2, 4]: 

CO2 (g) ↔ CO2 (aq) ↔ CO2 (aq) + H2O ↔ H+ + HCO3
– ↔ 2H+ + CO3

2–, (1) 

Ca2+ + CO3
2‒ ↔ CaCO3 (s). (2) 

Hydrogen ions (H+) (or рН) are one of the main components describing 

the state of the carbonate system; their concentration is closely related to the con-

centration of CO2. An increase in CO2 concentration is accompanied by an increase 

in the concentration of hydrogen ions and a decrease in рН: 

рН = −lg aH+, or, conventionally, рН ≈ −lg [H+]. (3) 

Another important parameter of the carbonate system – one not directly de-

pendent on CO2 concentration – is total alkalinity (Alk), which is typically defined 

as the excess of proton acceptors (bases formed from weak acids) over proton do-

nors measured relative to a reference point; formally, the acid dissociation constant 

pKa = 4.5 corresponds approximately to the equivalence point of H2CO3 in sea-

water. In aerobic ocean waters, carbonate alkalinity constitutes up to 96–99% of 

the total alkaline reserve [9], which is expressed as: 

Alk = [HCO3
−] + 2[CO3

2−]. (4)  
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Carbonate alkalinity determines the buffering capacity of the system, and the dis- 

solution of CO2 primarily causes a shift in chemical equilibrium, altering the ratio 

of inorganic forms of carbon, while the concentration of total dissolved inorganic 

carbon remains nearly constant. 

The primary chemical and biological processes governing the dynamics of 

the carbonate system in the water column are those involving organic matter – 

namely, its production and destruction: 

6 СО2 + 6 Н2О ↔ 6 H+ + 6 HCO3
‒ ↔ С6 Н12 О6 + 6 О2. (5) 

as well as the processes of carbonate formation/dissolution: 

СаСО3 + СО2 + Н2О ↔ Са2+ + 2НСО3
‒. (6) 

One group of marine phytoplankton involved in carbonate processes are coc-

colithophores. Their cells are covered with layers of plates –coccoliths – formed 

from calcium carbonate. The most abundant species in the Black Sea is Emiliania 

huxley, which can account for up to 99% of the total coccolithophore population. 

Cells of this species can shed coccoliths, a process in which the ratio of detached 

coccoliths to cells can reach 400:1 [11, 12]. Obviously, by possessing carbonate 

skeletons, coccolithophores during intense blooms (when their population exceeds 

1 million cells/L [13]), significantly affect the optical and thermal characteristics of 

the surface waters of the World Ocean. The coccoliths cause strong light scattering, 

which reduces water transparency, and increase the ocean surface albedo, thereby 

reducing the insolation of the surface water layer [14]. An increase in backward 

scattering leads to higher values of upwelling sea radiance and the radiance coeffi-

cient [12]. This property enables the estimation of coccolithophore cell abundance, 

detached coccolith concentration, and overall carbonate concentration through the 

remote sensing of upwelling radiance [15]. The rate of carbonate formation, and 

consequently the rate of CO2 drawdown, can increase or decrease based on limiting 

factors such as light intensity, temperature, nutrient concentrations, and carbon 

dioxide availability [16, 17].  

Thus, by participating in the carbon cycle, these algae influence the oceanic 

CO2 budget. However, accounting for all relevant factors and establishing a direct 

link between coccolithophore abundance/biomass and their carbon fixation rate 

remains highly challenging [18]. 

The study aims to evaluate the relationship between carbonate system parame-

ters and coccolithophore blooms in the late spring. To this end, we investigate 

the spatiotemporal dynamics of temperature, salinity, carbonate system parameters 

(CO2, pH, and alkalinity), and backscattering coefficient (bbp(550), m‒1) in the sur-

face layer of the northern Black Sea. 

Materials and methods 

The data were obtained during the 127th (June 14, 2023–July 7, 2023) and 

131st (May 27, 2023–June 21, 2024) cruises of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky off 

the southeastern coast of Crimea (Fig. 1).  
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F i g .  1 .  The scheme of stations of points where 

the carbonate system parameters and optical characteris-

tics were determined. The red circles stand for stations 

surveyed in the 127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky, 

the black ones stand for those surveyed in the 131st cruise 

The temperature and salinity of the surface water layer were measured using 

Sea-Bird 911plus CTD or IDRONAUT OCEAN SEVEN 320 PlusM sounding 

complexes; at shallow stations (depth less than 50 m), a SeaSun CTD48M hydro-

logical CTD probe was used. 

Water samples were collected from a depth of 1.5–3.0 m using a submersible 

pump. Atmospheric air was collected at a height of 10 m above sea level, ensuring 

the absence of local CO2 sources.  

CO2 concentration was determined using a LI-7000 infrared analyzer with 

a CO2 concentration range of 0–3000 μmol/mol. A special module (equilibrator) 

was used to determine the CO2 concentration in water, ensuring contact between 

the analyzed water and air to achieve equilibrium pCO2 in the gas phase.  

The device was calibrated using argon (volume fraction of CO2 = 0 μmol/mol) 

and a calibration mixture with a CO2 concentration of 440 μmol/mol. The mea- 

surement uncertainty of this method is 1% [19]. Argon was used as the carrier gas.  

The pH value was measured using I-160 and I-160MP ionometers calibrated 

on the NBS scale with buffer solutions [20]. Total alkalinity was determined 

by direct titration with potentiometric termination, titrating 50 ml of seawater with 

a 0.02M 1) solution of hydrochloric acid. The titration was performed using a high-

precision Metrohm Dosimat 765 piston burette, and the endpoint was deter-

mined with a Hanna HI-2215 pH meter. All measurements were made according 

to the established methodology 2). 

1) Bordovsky, O.K., ed., 1978. [Methods of Hydrochemical Research of the Ocean]. Moscow:

Nauka, 267 p. (in Russian).

2) Dickson, A.G. and Goyet, C., eds., 1994. Handbook of Methods for the Analysis of the Various

Parameters of the Carbon Dioxide System in Sea Water. Version 2. Oak Ridge, Tennessee: DOE,

187 p. (ORNL/CDIAC-74).
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Optical characteristics  

The backscattering coefficient at a wavelength of 550 nm (bbp(550), m–1) was 

calculated based on data from measurements of the spectral reflectance coefficient 

of the water column in the visible range using a semi-analytical algorithm [21]. 

A spectrophotometer developed in the laboratory of the Department of Marine 

Optics and Biophysics of the FRC MHI was used to determine the reflectance coef-

ficient [22]. The measurement methodology is consistent with NASA protocols for 

sub-satellite measurements 3). To convert backscattering to the number of separated 

coccoliths Nc (pcs/m3), an empirical relationship from [23] was used: 

bbcocc
(546) = 1.1∙10-13Nc, (7) 

where bbcocc
(546) is the backscattering coefficient of a coccolith suspension 

at a wavelength of 546 nm. 

Changes in scattering within 5 nm range are neglected in this work.  

It should be noted that eq. (7) was derived from the Black Sea data in the 1990s; 

consequently, the coefficients may not be directly applicable today. As shown 

in [24], these coefficients can vary significantly over a few days in a single area, 

although the linear relationship itself remains consistent. Therefore, the concentra-

tions of suspended coccoliths and coccolithophore cells reported here should be 

regarded as estimates accurate only to a coefficient. This coefficient is introduced 

for convenience, particularly as the water also contains terrigenous suspended mat-

ter, which is difficult to estimate precisely.  

To calculate the number of cells Nсосс (million cells/liter), we used the formula 

from [25], which was also obtained based on data from 1996–1998: 

Ncocc = 160 bbp(555)  − 0.32  R2 = 0.82, (8) 

where bbcocc
(555) is the backscattering at a wavelength of 555 nm. 

Results 

According to the calculations, the backscattering coefficient bbp(550), during 

the late spring hydrological season ranged from 0.008 to 0.020 m−1 (in 2023) and 

from 0.004 to 0.021 m−1 (in 2024). In other seasons, values of 0.003–0.009 m−1 are 

typical for the Black Sea [26]. This indicates that suspended matter of coccolitho-

phore origin contributed at least half of the total backscattering. 

The calculated number of coccoliths and coccolithophore cells, derived using 

this parameter (following formulas (8) and (9) [23, 25]), is presented in Table 1. 

The ratio of cells to coccoliths at the measured scattering levels averaged approx-

imately 88 and 94 in the 127th and 131st cruises, respectively. This result implies 

that the formulas assume a relationship between elevated backscattering and 

an increase in the number of detached coccoliths per cell.  

                                                 

3) Zibordi, G., Voss, K.J., Johnson, B.C. and Mueller, J.L., 2019. Ocean Optics and Biogeochemistry 

Protocols for Satellite Ocean Colour Sensor Validation. Vol. 3: Protocols for Satellite Ocean 

Colour Data Validation: in situ Optical Radiometry. Dartmouth, NS, Canada: IOCCG, 67 p. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.25607/OBP-691  
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T a b l e  1 .  Data of hydrological-hydrochemical and bio-optical characteristics of 

the Black Sea surface waters in late spring period 

Parameter 

127th cruise  

(14 June 2023–7 July 2023)* 

131st cruise  

(27 May 2023–21 June 2024) 

Average Value range Average Value range 

Т, °С 23.0 ± 0.8 20.7–24.6 20.2 ± 1.5 16.8–25.7 

S, ‰ 17.88 ± 0.11 17.63–18.35 18.38 ± 0.14 17.99–18.62 

pCO2 sea, µatm 480 ± 7 460–501 498 ± 23 449–546 

pCO2 air, µatm 421 ± 5 411–441 435 ± 3 423–448 

ΔpCO2, µatm 59 ± 9 36–79 70 ± 31 15–117 

Ncocc,  

million cells/L 
1.39 ± 0.28 0.87–2.95 1.16 ± 0.55 0.32–2.97 

Nc 109, pcs./m3 112 ± 19 82–225 102 ± 37 44–226 

Alk, mmol/L 3.224 ± 0.019 3.170–3.279 3.250 ± 0.033 3.137–3.296 

pH 8.30 ± 0.02 8.25–8.37 8.27 ± 0.02 8.23–8.32 

* The bio-optic and pCO2 measurements were synchronized using the period of 14–26 June. 

 

 
Table 1 presents the main hydrological characteristics and parameters of 

the carbonate system in the surface waters of the Black Sea, as measured during 

the 127th and 131st cruises of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky.  

As shown in Table 1, coccolithophore blooms of varying intensity occurred during 

the study period, with an average coccolith concentration exceeding 100·109 pcs/m3. 

In this study, we focus on the coccolith concentration (Nc) as the most reliable 

metric. This is because optical methods allow for its direct calculation, unlike 

the ratio of cells to coccoliths, which varies with the bloom stage. On average, this 

ratio was approximately 90 coccoliths per cell, as noted previously. Furthermore, 

we posit that coccoliths likely contribute more significantly to the CO2 concentra-

tion than coccolithophore cells, in accordance with equation (6).  

In all cases, the surface waters were oversaturated with CO2 relative to the at-

mosphere (Table 1), indicating that it acted as a source of carbon dioxide to 

the atmosphere. 
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In June 2023, coccolithophore cell density reached 2.95 million cells/L, 

with a mean value of 1.39 million cells/L. The concentration of coccoliths averaged 

112·109 pcs/m3 (Table 1). The predominance of carbonate-based cells drove high 

pCO2 levels – a result of CO2 formation according to equation (6)) – leading to 

oversaturation of the surface waters with CO2 relative to the atmosphere. The mean 

pCO2 in the surface layer was 480 ± 7 µatm, ranging from 460 to 501 µatm. 

Elevated surface water temperatures (reaching 24.6°C with a mean of 23.0 ± 0.8°C) 

also contributed to the high pCO2 values, as indicated by the average nature of 

the relationship between these parameters – the correlation coefficient of pCO2 

with temperature in the surface waters is 0.52. 

Fig. 2 presents the dynamics of the studied parameters during the 127th cruise. 

The principal trends observed include an increase in temperature and pCO2 along-

side a decrease in coccolith concentration. 

Fig. 3 illustrates parameter changes at the end of the spring hydrological sea-

son of 2024 (late May–June). During this period, coccolithophore blooms occurred 

again, with cell densities averaging 1.16 million cells/L with a range of 0.32–

2.96 million cells/L. The concentration of coccoliths averaged 102·109 pcs/m3  

(Table 1).  

As expected, the surface waters were also significantly oversaturated with CO2 

compared to the atmosphere 

(the pCO2 gradient could reach 

more than 100 µatm), and deep 

evasive conditions were ob-

served in the surface waters of 

the Black Sea (CO2 flux directed 

from water to the atmosphere). 

The average pCO2 value in the sur-

face layer of water was 498 µatm, 

with a pCO2 range of 449 to 

546 µatm (10%). The surface wa-

ter temperature reached 20°C, with 

an increase in pCO2 observed along 

this temperature rise, with maxi-

mum pCO2 values corresponding 

 

 
F i g .  2 .  Changes in pH, рСО2, 

coccoliths and temperature of the sur- 

face waters in June 2023 (127th cruise 

of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky) 
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F i g .  3 .  Dynamics of pH, рСО2, 

coccoliths and temperature of the sur- 

face water layer in May–June 2024 

(131st cruise of R/V Professor Vod-

yanitsky) 

 

 

to the highest recorded tempera-

tures (Fig. 3). The correlation co-

efficient between pCO2 and sur-

face water temperature was 0.68, 

indicating that temperature played 

a significant role in controlling 

the CO2 concentration. 

The maximum pCO2 values 

in the water corresponded to 

the maximum temperatures of 

the surface layer of water (Fig. 3). 

The pH values (Figs. 2, 3) 

and total alkalinity varied within 

narrow limits during the study 

periods. The average pH was  

8.30 ± 0.02 in 2023 and 8.27 ± 0.02 in 2024 (Table 1), consistent with long-term 

observational data for this period. 

Alkalinity exhibited minimal interannual variability, with values of 3.224 ± 0.019 

in 2023 and 3.250 ± 0.033 in 2024. However, significant spatial heterogeneity was 

observed. This heterogeneity was primarily attributed to the influence of salinity 

(correlation coefficient 0.73), rather than to physicochemical processes associated 

with organic matter transformation or blooms. 

Discussion 

During the spring-summer phytoplankton bloom (late May–June), coccolitho-

phores comprise the majority of the biomass (50–60%) [11, 13, 27]. Their devel-

opment in this period is determined by a combination of abiotic factors – including 

light, temperature, and nutrient concentration – as well as biotic factors such as 

grazing by microzooplankton [11].  

During the study perio ds, coccolithophore concentrations exceeded 1.0 mil-

lion cells/L (Table 1), indicating a bloom state. High pCO2 (average 486 ± 18 µatm) 

was also observed in the surface waters , with an average value of 442 ± 44 µatm 

(according to our data for 2015–2024, covering the period from March to December).  
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The average CO2 oversaturation of the water relative to the atmosphere was 14% 

(58 µatm). It can be assumed that the high pCO2 values were contributed to by coc-

colithophore bloom, which is accompanied by CO2 production (equation (6), right 

to left). In addition, the increase in the sea surface temperature (Table 1) contrib-

utes to the shift of the carbonate equilibrium system towards CO2 accumulation 

(equation (1)), as well as the intensification of organic matter destruction (equation 

(5), right to left) formed during the spring phytoplankton bloom. 

In June 2023 (127th cruise of R/V Professor Vodyanitsky), the average cocco-

lithophore content was 1.39 million cells/L, corresponding to 112·109 cocco-

liths/m3 (Table 1). However, a decrease in the number of coccoliths was observed 

during the month (see Fig. 2). This may indicate the attenuation of the bloom and 

the gradual dissolution of carbonates, occurring according to the scheme of equa-

tion (6) (direction from left to right). This process should be accompanied by a de-

crease in CO2 concentration and an increase in bicarbonate concentration, which 

in turn leads to an increase in pH; according to equations (4) and (6), alkalinity 

should also increase. However, no such trend was observed either spatially or sea-

sonally: according to long-term observations for this region in the absence of cocco-

lithophore blooms (March), the average alkalinity values are 3.281 ± 0.062 mmol/dm3, 

and pH is 8.26 ± 0.09, which are statistically indistinguishable from their late 

spring values (Table 1). At the same time, the waters were significantly undersaturat-

ed with CO2 compared to the atmosphere (average pCO2 gradient = −46 ± 21 µatm). 

Thus, it can be assumed that this biological process is not decisive for the dynamics 

of CO2 or for the dynamics of other hydrochemical characteristics (pH and alkalini-

ty). This is also confirmed by correlation analysis data: the correlation coefficient 

between pCO2 and the number of coccoliths is −0.22, indicating a weak relation-

ship. The closest relationships were between pCO2 and temperature (correlation 

coefficient 0.52) and pH (correlation coefficient −0.53). 

At the end of May–June 2024, coccolithophore blooms were also observed 

(1.16 million cells/L; Table 1), corresponding to 102·109 coccoliths/m3. Based on 

the dynamics of the studied hydrochemical and bio-optical parameters, two periods 

can be distinguished: May 28–June 7 and June 11–17 (Fig. 3). Thus, the change 

in  the number of coccoliths indicates the development of the bloom during 

the voyage from May to June. In the first period, the average number of coccoliths 

was (83 ± 20) × 109 pcs/m3, and in the second, (131 ± 49) × 109 pcs/m3, with max-

imum values reaching 226 × 109 pcs/m3.  

In the first period, against the backdrop of rising sea surface temperatures and 

no visible trend toward an increase in the number of coccolith particles, there was 

an increase in pCO2 and a decrease in the pH of the surface waters (Fig. 3). This may 

indicate the beginning of coccolith formation and gradual accumulation, accompa-

nied by an increase in pCO2 (equation (6) from right to left) and a decrease in pH 

(Fig. 3). The following period (June 11–17) is characterized by an increase in the num-

ber of coccoliths, a decrease in pCO2, and an increase in pH (Fig. 3). The increase 

in the number of coccoliths and the concentration of coccolithophores (the average 

concentration during this period was 1.66 million cells/L) indicates blooming. 
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However, the gradual decrease in pCO2 and increase in pH observed at this time 

most likely indicate the presence of an additional factor contributing to CO2 bind-

ing. In this case, coccolith formation is not the main process determining the con-

centration of CO2 and hydrogen ions. 

Thus, based on the dynamics of coccolith numbers in late spring, three periods 

can be distinguished: the beginning of the bloom and gradual accumulation of coc-

colithophores (late May – early June; average number of coccoliths 83·109 pcs/m3), 

their accumulation and bloom outbreak during June (average number of coccoliths 

131·109 pcs/m3), and then the attenuation of the bloom by the end of June (aver-

age number of coccoliths 112·109 pcs/m3) followed by carbonate decomposition 

(Fig. 2, 3). 

We attempted to describe the dynamics of pCO2 in terms of processes involv-

ing inorganic carbon and its transformation, as well as changes in the parameters of 

the carbonate system (equations (1), (2), (5), (6)). However, the lack of a statistical-

ly significant correlation between the number of coccolithophore cells (and the num-

ber of coccoliths) and either pCO2 (correlation coefficients of −0.22 and −0.06 

for cruises 127 and 131, respectively) or alkalinity (correlation coefficients of 0.05 

and 0.09 for cruises 127 and 131, respectively), along with their moderate correla-

tion with pH (correlation coefficients of 0.30 and 0.40 for 127th and 131st cruises, 

respectively), indicates that coccolithophores do not play a key role in the state of 

the carbonate system and its parameters. 

The lack of correlation between coccolithophore concentration and alkalinity 

suggests that changes in alkalinity are not related to biological processes but are 

primarily determined by an abiotic factor – changes in salinity (correlation coeffi-

cients of 0.86 and 0.88 for 127th and 131st cruises, respectively). It should be noted 

that the ranges of alkalinity variation during the voyages were small – approxi-

mately 4% (statistically significant changes are greater than 2%) of the average 

value.  

As expected, in accordance with equations (1)–(5), the change in pH was op-

posite to the change in pCO2: an increase in pCO2 was accompanied by a decrease 

in pH. This relationship was most clearly expressed in the 131st cruise. In the first 

period (May 28, 2024–June 7, 2024), the increase in pCO2 was 10%, and the de-

crease in pH was less pronounced in percentage terms, but the concentration of 

hydrogen ions (equation (3)) increased by ⁓7%. After that (June 11–17, 2024), 

there was an 8% decrease in pCO2 and a 7% decrease in hydrogen ion concentra-

tion. The correlation coefficient between pH and pCO2 was −0.53 and −0.57 

for 127th and 131st cruises, respectively, indicating a moderate relationship and 

the contribution of the abiotic component to СО2 dynamics (equation (1), carbonate 

equilibrium system).  

Nevertheless, the contribution of the temperature to the dynamics of pCO2 

was most pronounced, with correlation coefficients of 0.52 and 0.71 for 127th and 

131st cruises, respectively. At the same time, an increase in temperature contributes 

to both the intensification of biological processes and a shift in the equilibrium 

in the carbonate system towards CO2 accumulation. 
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F i g .  4 .  Spatial distribution of рСО2 (a), temperature (b) and coccoliths (c) 

in the surface water layer based on data from the 131st cruise (1st stage, 28.05–

07.06.2024) 
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The influence of sea surface temperature on pCO2 is also evident in the spatial 

distribution of these parameters. This is exemplified by data from the 131st cruise 

(Figure 4), which shows that areas of maximum pCO2 coincide with regions of ele-

vated surface water temperature.  

Furthermore, the spatial distribution of coccoliths did not correspond with 

the pCO2 pattern (Fig. 4, a, c), which also confirms the assumption about the minor 

contribution of the biotic factor to the pCO2 value of the surface water layer.  

Based on the calculated data (Fig. 4, c) and satellite imagery data (for exam-

ple, URL: http://dvs.net.ru/mp/data/modis/2406/24062955.gif), it is assumed that 

fields of suspended matter, consisting mainly of coccoliths, are formed under 

the influence of a hydrodynamic factor: water, enriched with coccolithophore cells 

and the suspended matter they produce, is carried along with the Main Black Sea 

Current from the southern regions of the sea. As a result, a field of suspended mat-

ter concentrations is formed, where clearer water is pressed against the shore and 

more turbid water is observed in the open sea part of the polygon.  

Conclusions 

During the study periods (May–July), coccolithophore blooms (more than 

100 million cells/L) were observed in the surface waters, and the proportion of 

suspended matter of coccolithic origin was 50% or more. The spatial distribution 

of the concentration of suspended matter represented by coccolithophores was de-

termined by the dynamics of the water and the structure of currents in the Black Sea. 

The waters were oversaturated with CO2 compared to the atmosphere, with 

an average pCO2 of 486 ± 18 µatm, which is ⁓ 20% higher than the average annual 

pCO2 value for this region.  

Analysis of coccolith dynamics in late spring allowed us to identify three peri-

ods: the beginning of blooming and gradual accumulation of coccolithophores 

(late May – early June; average number of coccoliths 83·109 pcs/m3), their accumu-

lation and bloom outbreak during June (average number of coccoliths 131·109 pcs/m3), 

and then the attenuation of the bloom by the end of June (average number of coc-

coliths 112·109 pcs/m3) followed by carbonate decomposition. 

No statistically significant correlation was found between the number of coc-

colithophore cells (and the number of coccoliths) and either pCO2 (correlation 

coefficient −0.22 and −0.06 for 127th and 131st cruises, respectively) or alkalinity 

(correlation coefficients of 0.05 and 0.09 for the 127th and 131st cruises, respective-

ly), as well as a moderate correlation with pH (correlation coefficients of 0.30 and 

0.40 for the 127th and 131st cruises, respectively). The absence of a pronounced 

relationship between coccolith concentrations and pCO2, pH, and alkalinity values 

suggests that, despite the contribution of coccolithophore blooms to maintaining 

high CO₂ concentrations in the sea surface, this factor is not the main one. 

The temperature factor contributes most significantly to the dynamics of pCO2, 

with correlation coefficients of 0.52 and 0.71 for 127th and 131st cruises, respectively. 

This is primarily due to the fact that an increase in temperature contributes to both 

the intensification of biological processes and a shift in the equilibrium in the car-

bonate system towards CO2 accumulation. Thus, even during the coccolithophore 

bloom period, temperature is the key factor determining the pCO2 value of the sur-

face water layer. 
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Abstract 
A database of nutrients and dissolved oxygen for 2012–2022 was formed from long-term 

monitoring results of the hydrochemical indicators of the Yalta Port water area. The paper 

shows dynamics of nutrients for the studied water area and determines inorganic forms 

of nitrogen (nitrites, nitrates, ammonium) as priority pollutants in the port ecosystem. 

The self-purification capacity of the Yalta Port water ecosystem was assessed by calculat-

ing the specific assimilation capacity (ACsp) in relation to nitrates, nitrites and ammonium 

using the balance method. The rates and times of removal of these inorganic nitrogen forms 

from the mentioned ecosystem were calculated. The paper analyses the obtained ACsp 

values for the Yalta Port water ecosystem for two periods (2012–2017 and 2018–2022). 

The study shows that for nitrates, there is an increase in ACsp from 31.49 to 36.07 µg/(L∙day) 

for these periods, respectively. The same dependence was established for nitrites. For this 

nitrogen form, the change in ACsp ranged from 0.08 to 0.1 µg/(L∙day). As for ammonium, 

an inverse relationship was observed for these periods: a decrease in the ACsp value from 

8.67 to 7.56 µg/(L∙day). The paper compares the obtained ACsp values in relation to inor-

ganic forms of nitrogen for the Yalta Port water ecosystem with similar values for the Se-

vastopol Bay ecosystem, which is under high anthropogenic load, affected by river runoff 

and has limited water exchange with the open sea. The more intensive hydrodynamic 

regime is suggested to account for the higher self-purification capacity in relation to inor-

ganic forms of nitrogen in the Yalta Port ecosystem (as part of Yalta Bay) if compared with 

Sevastopol Bay. 

Keywords: nutrients, biogenic nitrogen, ecosystem, self-purification capacity, assimilation 

capacity, Yalta Port 
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Аннотация 
По результатам многолетнего мониторинга гидрохимических показателей акватории 

Ялтинского порта за 2012–2022 гг. сформирована база данных о концентрации био-

генных элементов и растворенного кислорода за указанный период. Для исследуемой 

акватории показана динамика содержания биогенных элементов и выделены неорга-

нические формы азота (нитриты, нитраты, аммоний) как приоритетные загрязняю-

щие вещества в экосистеме порта. Оценка самоочистительной способности экоси-

стемы акватории Ялтинского порта выполнена путем расчета балансовым методом 

величины удельной ассимиляционной емкости (АЕуд) в отношении нитратов, нитри-

тов и аммония. Рассчитаны также скорости и время удаления этих неорганических 

форм азота из указанной экосистемы. Проанализированы полученные значения АЕуд 

для экосистемы акватории Ялтинского порта за два периода: 2012–2017 и 2018–

2022 гг. Показано, что в отношении нитратов наблюдается увеличение АЕуд от 31.49 

до 36.07 мкг/(л∙сут) за указанные периоды соответственно. Такая же зависимость 

установлена для нитритов: изменение АЕуд составило от 0.08 до 0.1 мкг/(л∙сут). 

В отношении аммония за указанные периоды наблюдается обратная зависимость – 

уменьшение АЕуд от 8.67 до 7.56 мкг/(л∙сут). Приведены результаты сравнения полу-

ченных значений АЕуд в отношении неорганических форм азота для экосистемы  

акватории Ялтинского порта с соответствующими показателями для экосистемы 

б. Севастопольской, которая характеризуется высокой антропогенной нагрузкой, 

подвержена влиянию стока рек и имеет затрудненный водообмен с открытым морем. 

Высказывается предположение, что причиной более высокой, чем у экосистемы 

б. Севастопольской, способности к самоочищению в отношении неорганических 

форм азота экосистемы Ялтинского порта (как части Ялтинского залива) является 

более интенсивный гидродинамический режим. 

Ключевые слова: биогенные элементы, биогенный азот, экосистема, самоочисти-

тельная способность, ассимиляционная емкость, Ялтинский порт 
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Introduction 

The coastal waters of the Southern Coast of Crimea, in particular Yalta Bay, 

being recreational and resort areas, experience significant anthropogenic pressure 

with pronounced seasonality.  

The Yalta Port water area, with depths of up to 8.5 m, is part of Yalta Bay and 

is bounded by a harbour with a protective breakwater. The water area is under ad-

ditional anthropogenic pressure due to year-round navigation in the port and runoff 

from mountain rivers. As a result, higher concentrations of pollutants, including 

nutrients (phosphates, nitrates, nitrites, ammonium and silicon), are observed 

in the Yalta Port waters compared to similar indicators in the entire Yalta Bay.  

The eutrophication level for the aquatic environment is determined by the dis-

tribution of biogenic nitrogen and phosphorus compounds, their seasonal and annual 

variations and recirculation degree. The sources of inorganic nitrogen (nitrites, ni-

trates and ammonium) entering the sea are river waters, domestic and industrial 

effluents and atmospheric precipitation. The nitrogen cycle in the surface layer of 

water is associated with nitrification NH4
+  NO2

–  NO3
– and ammonification 

NO3
–  NO2

–  NH4
+. 

To date, numerous studies have been devoted to the hydrological and hydro-

chemical characteristics of the coastal waters of the Southern Coast of Crimea, 

including Yalta Bay. Work [1] summarises information on the hydrometeorologi-

cal conditions of the Yalta coastal zone based on all observation data from 1870 

to 2003 and on the hydrochemical regime in 1986–2004. Work [2] compares 

the hydrochemical characteristics of two water areas (the Yalta Port area and Yalta 

Bay) analysing the annual dynamics of concentrations of biogenic substances (ni-

trogen NO2
–, NO3

–, NH4
+, Ntot, phosphorus РО4

3–, Рtot and silicon SiO2) as well as 

dissolved oxygen (O2) and water temperature in the surface layer for 1987–2004 

and 2005–2010. The presented results show changes in the ecological state of 

the surface water layer of Yalta Port during the study periods. 

The inflow of significant amounts of nutrients and pollutants into Yalta Bay is 

caused by the runoff from the mountain rivers: Derikoyka (Bystraya) and Uchan-Su 

(Vodopadnaya) with their tributaries, Lyuka (which supplies water to Yalta), and 

others 1). Of note, according to work [3, p. 61], “the Vodopadnaya River mouth and 

the adjacent waters of Yalta City Beach are in an area of ecological risk due to ele-

vated levels of nitrates and nitrites in the river water and severe bacterial contami-

nation by Escherichia coli in the seawater (several hundred-fold above sanitary 

standards values during the high season)”. According to the data  1), the channel, 

floodplain and mouth of the Bystraya River and the adjacent water area of the Yalta 

1) Borisova, Yu., 2014. The Uchan-Su River. In: Yu. Borisova, 2014. Plantarium. Plants and Lichens 
of Russian and Adjusted Countries: The Open Online Plant Atlas and Field Guide. Available at: 
https://www.plantarium.ru/page/landscapes/point/2563.html [Accessed: 29 August 2025] (in 

Russian).
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passenger seaport are in an ecological risk zone. Elevated levels of nitrates and 

nitrites were recorded in the river water. The seasonal dynamics of inorganic nitro-

gen and phosphorus in the mouth zone of the Vodopadnaya River was studied 

in work [4]. The studies revealed that nutrient concentrations in the freshwater 

of the estuary significantly exceeded those in the seawater: nitrites (7.2-fold), 

ammonium (3.0-fold), nitrates (62.9-fold), and mineral phosphorus (13.2-fold). 

The total mineral nitrogen concentration in the river water was 27.9 times higher 

than in the seawater. 

Currently, comprehensive monitoring of the background environmental condi-

tion in the coastal waters of Crimea, especially in the areas adjacent to the infra-

structure of cargo, passenger, fishing and military fleets. Therefore, a proper as-

sessment of the baseline condition is difficult. 

The effectiveness of natural self-purification of marine ecosystems is deter-

mined by interdependent processes, such as input of pollutants, their deposition 

in bottom sediments and interaction with marine aerosols, the redistribution of pol-

lutants and their transformation by biota, and the dynamic removal of pollutants 

beyond the water area. Under intense anthropogenic pressure, the first step towards 

normalising the ecological status of shallow marine waters is to assess their self-

purification capacity by calculating the assimilation capacity (AC) of the ecosys-

tem in relation to a priority pollutant or complex.  

The AC concept developed by Yu. A. Izrael and A. V. Tsiban [5], based on 

the results of comprehensive oceanographic studies, was tested on the Baltic Sea 

ecosystem for benz(a)pyrene, polychlorinated biphenyls and a number of toxic 

metals (Cu, Zn, Pb, Cd, Hg). According to [5], the AC indicator characterises 

the ability of a marine ecosystem to withstand the addition of a certain amount of 

pollutants without developing irreversible biological consequences. AC has the di-

mension of a substance flux (mass of substance per unit of volume per unit of time). 

As shown in [6, 7], when using the balance method for calculating AC, the most 

difficult task is calculating the integral residence time of pollutants in the ecosys-

tem under study. This quantity depends largely on the physical and chemical prop-

erties of a particular pollutant, the hydrodynamic parameters of the water area, and 

the set of processes (physical, chemical, microbiological) responsible for destruction 

of the pollutant or its removal beyond the boundaries of the water area under study. 

The work is aimed to determine the priority pollutant based on the results of 

long-term monitoring of nutrients in the Yalta Port water area and to assess the self-

purification capacity of the ecosystem by calculating the specific AC (ACsp) in re-

lation to inorganic forms of nitrogen (NO3
–, NO2

–, NH4
+). 

Notably, a literature data analysis reveals that this study provides the first cal-

culation of this kind for the ecosystem of the Yalta Port water area.  
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Materials and methods of the study 
To achieve our objective, a database on the Yalta Port water area was created. 

It was based on materials from the annual reports Sea Water Quality by Hydro-

chemical Indicators for 2018–2022 by the Federal State Budgetary Institution State 

Oceanographic Institute 2) and materials from the database of Marine Hydrophysical 

Institute. According to work 2), hydrochemical studies of the biogenic complex 

were carried out by the Yalta Environmental Pollution Monitoring Laboratory 

using methods approved by the Roshydromet hydrochemical monitoring system 3).  

Samples were collected in the Yalta Port water area at a single point with 

a depth of 6 m at the base of the breakwater annually from January to December, 

with standard hydrological monitoring conducted every ten days. Trends in the sea-

sonal and long-term dynamics of nutrients and dissolved oxygen against the back-

ground of changes in temperature and salinity of the surface and bottom water layers 

of the Yalta Port water area for 2018–2022 were considered. Changes in the ecologi-

cal situation in the water area were assessed compared to the previous period of 

2013–2017 [8]. 

The analysed database consisted of 1,920 measurements of total nitrogen and 

phosphorus content, mineral nitrogen complexes (nitrites, nitrates, ammonium), 

phosphates, silicon and dissolved oxygen, as well as sea water temperature and 

salinity. The number of analysed samples and concentration limits are presented 

in Table 1. 

The characteristics of the database for 2013–2017 are presented in work 2). 

In this study, AC was calculated using the balance method proposed by Yu. A. Izrael 

and A. V. Tsiban [5]. The authors of this paper have adapted the method for marine 

ecosystems where state hydrochemical monitoring is carried out [8], for example, 

in Sevastopol Bay with regard to inorganic nitrogen and phosphorus [9, 10]. 

According to [7], the final formulas for estimating the mean value miA  and stand-

ard deviation ][ miAD  for AC of a marine ecosystem (m) in relation to the i-th 

pollutant are as follows: 

,][ immiim ADAAE  (1) 
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where Qm is the volume of water in the calculation area; Cthr i is the threshold 

concentration of a pollutant; Cmax i is the maximum concentration of a pollutant 

in the ecosystem; vi is the rate of removal of a pollutant from the ecosystem, 

the average value iv  and dispersion ][ ivD  of which are determined according to 

2) Korshenko, A.N., ed., 2024. Marine Water Pollution. Annual Report 2022. Ivanovo: PresSto, 302 p.

(in Russian).

3) Oradovsky, S.G., ed., 1993. Guide on the Chemical Analysis of Sea Waters. RD 52.10.243-92. 
Saint Petersburg: Gidrometeoizdat, 264 p. (in Russian).
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T a b l e  1 .  Characteristics of the used data for 2018–2022 

Parameter MPC Average 
Maximum 

(% of MPC) 

Standard 

deviation 

РО4
3–, µg/L 50 12 48 (96) 8.48 

Рtot, µg/L – 54.9 172 34.76 

NО2
–, µg/L 24 3.7 15.4 (64) 2.80 

NО3
–, µg/L 9032 140 953 (11) 201.77 

NН4
+, µg/L 389 18.6 104 (27) 14.27 

Ntot, µg/L – 1157 4301 831.60 

Si2О2, µg/L 368 265 1698 (461) 303.91 

О2, % – 91 109 6.49 

Salinity, ‰ – 16.98 19.41 2.52 

Temperature, °C – 17.1 26.7 5.87 

Note. The number of samples taken to determine the nutrient concentrations is 120 for each 

parameter, and 360 for each of oxygen content, temperature and salinity. 

the original algorithm [6, 7]. In the equation above, the most difficult part of calcu-

lating AC is the quantitative assessment of the integral residence time of a pollutant 

in the ecosystem under study.  

For areas under state monitoring, including the waters of Yalta Bay and Yalta 

Port, work [7] suggests a method to estimate the residence time of pollutants in the eco- 

system. This indicator is calculated as the ratio of the change in pollutant concen-

tration per unit of time to its average concentration, as well as the average rate of 

pollutant removal, determined from the complete data set for a specific water area 

(in our case, Yalta Port). The specific rate of pollutant removal is estimated using 

the equation 

τ = С / ν, 

where τ is the residence time of a pollutant in the ecosystem; C is the concentration 

of a pollutant in seawater; ν is the specific elimination rate of a pollutant from 

the ecosystem. 
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The specific rate of pollutant removal from the ecosystem of the studied water 

area was determined by the change in pollutant concentration in seawater per unit 

of time using the formula 

νn = (Cn – Cn + 1) / (tn – tn + 1), 

where νn is the specific rate of pollutant removal from the ecosystem during 

the selected period of concentration decrease tn – tn+1; Cn is the concentration dur-

ing the period tn; Cn+1 is the concentration during the period tn+1 ; for n = 1, ..., N, 

where N is the sample size. Using the ratio of the average concentration of the i-th 

substance under study and the average rate of its removal (for all selected periods), 

the integral time of the pollutant residence in the ecosystem is calculated: 

τi = Cav.i / νav.i. 

The calculation results from the above equations are shown in Table 2. 

The reliability of the calculated AC values is ensured by the analysis of a large 

dataset from long-term monitoring observations (1,920 measurements) over 10 years. 

It should be noted that for the Yalta Port water area, some boundaries with adjacent 

water areas are not strictly defined (i. e., they are permeable), therefore, ACsp per 

unit volume (1 dm3) was calculated as a relative value characteristic of the central 

part of the port water area [7].  

To calculate AC parameters, only data from the water area under consideration 

was used, which allowed for a better assessment of its response to pollutant inputs 

and its self-purification capacity compared to using MPCs, which are accepted for 

all marine ecosystems disregarding regional peculiarities.  

The average values of all forms of inorganic nitrogen during the observation 

period did not exceed the corresponding MPCs. This allowed us to use these aver-

age values as a threshold level in calculating the self-purification capacity of 

the ecosystem under study, which is one of the prerequisites for using Izrael's bal-

ance method [5] for calculation, the second prerequisite being the availability of 

long-term monitoring data.  

Results and discussion 

During the study period, the salinity in the Yalta Port water area varied be-

tween 4.59 and 19.41 ‰, with strong desalination (less than 10 ‰) observed 

in the surface water layer in 2018, 2019, 2021 and 2022. Oxygen saturation 

remained consistently low (averaging 89–92%), resulting in a dissolved oxygen 

deficit of 25–37%. The actual concentration of dissolved oxygen varied significant-

ly, ranging from 5.29 to 10.99 mg/L. 

The average values for 2018–2022 for all mineral forms of nutrients did not 

exceed the MPC. As can be seen from Table 1, only the MPC for silicon was ex-

ceeded during the study period, which is quite understandable given the significant 

volume of fresh river water entering Yalta Bay 1). The maximum phosphate content 

in 2021 was close to the threshold value (96% of the MPC).  
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A single sample of surface water taken on 15 July 2022 in the port area con-

tained high concentrations of nitrates and ammonium: 953 μg/L (0.11 MPC) and 

190 μg/L (0.49 MPC), respectively. The maximum total nitrogen content in the sur-

face waters of the port area during this period reached 20,779 μg/L, which is five 

times higher than that for other samples that year (4,301 μg/L) (Table 1) and previ-

ous years (1559–3266 μg/L) and is obviously associated with heavy rainfall and 

the transport of nutrients with river water from the catchment area [3, 4]. The ni-

trite content reached its maximum (15.4 μg/L) in 2019, when the second maximum 

of ammonium content (104 μg/L) was recorded, which in other years did not ex-

ceed 69 μg/L. The dynamics of average and extreme values of the studied nutrients 

for 2018–2022 are presented in Fig. 1.  

With relatively little change in the aeration of the waters (O2av) of the Yalta 

Port water area during the described period, an increase in the average annual con-

centration of phosphorus and nitrogen was observed [8]. Thus, the total phosphorus 

content (Рtot) increased from 16 μg/L in 2018 to 77 μg/L in 2021, and that of nitro-

gen (Ntot) increased from 650 μg/L in 2019 to 1440 μg/L in 2022. Among mineral 

complexes, the maximum increase in the average annual concentration is character-

istic of nitrates (from 51 μg/L in 2018 to 228 μg/L in 2022), while less noticeable 

for phosphates (from 6.5–11.7 μg/L in 2018–2020 to 15.7–16.3 μg/L in 2021–2022) 

F i g .  1 .  Long-term dynamics of average and extreme values of nutrients content 

in the water area of the port of Yalta in 2018–2022 
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and nitrites (from 2.4–3.8 to 4.7–5.5 μg/L in the specified years). The dynamics of 

ammonium nitrogen concentration showed a decrease from 24–25 μg/L in 2019–

2020 to 9 μg/L in 2021. 

An analysis of the database for 2018–2022 showed that inorganic forms of ni-

trogen (NO₃⁻, NO₂⁻, NH₄⁺) were the priority nutrients in Yalta Port: their concen-

trations increased by 50–120% over five years (the dynamics of phosphates and 

silicon were not as pronounced), and their contribution to total nitrogen reached 

70%. At the same time, comparative estimates of inorganic and total nitrogen con-

tent based on data for two periods (2013–2017 [8] and 2018–2022) showed a two-

fold increase in the total content of mineral forms of nitrogen (on average from 

84 μg/L in 2013–2017 to 161 μg/L in 2018–2022) in the waters of Port of Yalta 

against a significant decrease in the total content of this pollutant (on average from 

1212 to 996 μg/L for the specified periods) (Fig. 2). Due to the reduction in the or-

ganic component contribution, the total share of mineral nitrogen increased from 7 

to 16%. 

The created database allowed us to assess the self-purification capacity of 

the port's water ecosystem by calculating its AC for inorganic forms of nitrogen 

(nitrates and nitrites) that showed steady growth, as well as for ammonium, whose 

content changed insignificantly. The characteristics of the self-purification capacity 

of the marine waters of the Yalta Port ecosystem with regard to nitrates, nitrites 

and ammonium for 2013–2017 and 2018–2022 are presented in Table 2.  

F i g .  2 .  Content of inorganic and total nitrogen in the Port of Yalta water area 

in 2013–2017 and 2018–2022 
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T a b l e  2 .  Calculation results for the specific value of ACsp in the ecosystem of the Port 

of Yalta water area in relation to inorganic forms of nitrogen for 2013–2017 and 2018–

2022 

Forms of nitrogen 
Content, µg/L 

νn, 

µg/(L∙day) 
τi, day 

ACsp, 

µg/(L∙day) 
mean max 

2013–2017 

Nitrites (NO2
–) 2.5 13.5 0.049 52–55 0.081 

Nitrates (NO3
–) 61.6 300.0 1.120 55–59 31.490 

Ammonium (NH4
+) 19.8 43.0 0.180 113–120 8.660 

2018–2022 

Nitrites (NO2
–) 3.7 15.4 0.065 58–60 0.097 

Nitrates (NO3
–) 140.0 953.0 4.210 33–37 36.070 

Ammonium (NH4
+) 16.5 104.0 0.220 81–83 7.560 

As shown in Table 2, the average elimination time for nitrites from the Yalta Port 

water area in 2018–2022 was 58–60 days, while in 2013–2017 it was 52–55 days. 

In 2018–2022, the time required to remove nitrates and ammonium from the eco-

system decreased by approximately 20 and 30 days, respectively.  

Nitrate removal occurs much faster. The removal rate varies widely: its maxi-

mum values for nitrites reach 0.302 μg/(L∙day), nitrates – 9.86 μg/(L∙day) and am-

monium nitrogen – 2.95 μg/(L∙day), which exceeds the average values for the peri-

od by 2.3–9.2 times. 

An analysis of ACsp dynamics showed that the ecological situation in the Yalta 

Port water area in terms of nitrite and nitrate concentrations in 2018–2022 im-

proved compared to 2013–2017, but deteriorated in terms of ammonium content. 

The decrease in ACsp for ammonium as a reduced inorganic form of nitrogen indi-

cates an increase in the inflow of untreated municipal wastewater into the Yalta 

Port water area in the recent period.  

To verify the obtained parameters of the self-purification capacity of the Yalta 

Port water area ecosystem, they were compared with the corresponding ACsp val-

ues for the Sevastopol Bay ecosystem published in [10, 11]. For Sevastopol Bay 

as   a whole, the ACsp for nitrites was 0.047 μg/(L∙day) and for nitrates it was 

25.92 μg/(L∙day). An analysis of the results showed that these values are lower 

than those obtained for the ecosystem of the Yalta Port water area (Table 2). 
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This indicates a more favourable state of the water area, apparently due to in-

creased water dynamics.  

The ACsp value for ammonium in the Yalta Port water area was 7.56 μg/(L∙day), 

which exceeded the average value for the Sevastopol basin (5.67 μg/(L∙day)) and 

the value in the bay’s most problematic eastern part (1.99 μg/(L∙day)), which is 

affected by the Chernaya River runoff [11, 13]. 

The self-purification capacity for inorganic nitrogen was compared for Port of 

Yalta and Sevastopol Bay. Although they share common pollution sources (tech-

nogenic and recreational press, inflow with river waters), the Yalta Port ecosystem 

revealed a significantly greater self-purification potential. We attribute this differ-

ence to the distinct hydrodynamic conditions of these water areas. 

Unlike Sevastopol Bay, which has limited water exchange with the open sea, 

Port of Yalta is characterized by complex hydrodynamic processes [13]. These are 

driven by the western and south-western currents of the Rim Current, which flow 

along the southern coast of Crimea. Furthermore, the interaction of the Rim Cur-

rent's northern boundary with the shelf topography, such as capes and bays, signifi-

cantly shapes the local circulation. Future research will focus on how this interac-

tion affects the self-purification capacity of the Southern Coast of Crimea's coastal 

ecosystems. 

Thus, the calculated ACsp values for each form of inorganic nitrogen allow us 

to assess the self-purification capacity limit specifically for the ecosystem of 

the Yalta Port water area, in contrast to the uniform MPC adopted for all marine 

ecosystems disregarding local peculiarities. 

When assessing the self-purification capacity of the Yalta Port water area eco-

system in cases of emergency discharge, the ACsp should be used as a reference, 

which is 0.097 μg/(L∙day) for nitrites, 36.1 μg/(L∙day) for nitrates and 7.56 μg/(L∙day) 

for ammonium nitrogen. Regulating discharges, given the established quantitative 

limits covering the entire range of disposal processes, will improve the envi-

ronmental condition of the port's water area and, as a result, reduce the negative 

impact on Yalta Bay as a whole. 

Conclusions 

Based on long-term monitoring results (2012–2022), a database has been cre-

ated on the content of nutrients and dissolved oxygen in the waters of Port of Yalta. 

We used this database to assess the dynamics of nutrients and identify inorganic 

forms of nitrogen (nitrites, nitrates, ammonium) as priority pollutants of the port 

ecosystem. 

For the first time for this ecosystem, over two periods (2012–2017 and 2018–

2022), the ACsp for inorganic forms of nitrogen (nitrates, nitrites and ammonium) 

was estimated using the balance method, and the rate and time of their removal 

from the studied ecosystem were calculated. 
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The decrease in ACsp for ammonium as a reduced inorganic form of nitrogen, 

obtained for 2018–2022, indicates that the amount of untreated municipal waste- 

water entered the Yalta Port water area during this period was greater than during 

the first period.  

The ACsp values, obtained for the ecosystem of the Yalta Port water area 

for 2018–2022 for all inorganic forms of nitrogen, were compared with similar 

indicators for the ecosystem of Sevastopol Bay, an area with high anthropogenic 

pressure and limited water exchange with the open sea. 

The calculated ACsp values for each form of inorganic nitrogen (nitrates, nitrites, 

ammonium) can be used by local authorities for quantitative and qualitative 

assessment of municipal and storm water discharge as main sources of these forms 

of nitrogen. 
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Abstract 

The paper describes the taxonomic diversity of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis 

(Ericaria crinita + Gongolaria barbata – Cladostephus spongiosus – Ellisolandia elongata), 

which is the key part of the coastal ecosystems of specially protected natural areas of 

Sevastopol. The material was collected according to a standard procedure in the waters 

of six protected sites at depths of 1–5 m in summers from 2016 to 2021 during the peak 

of the macrophyte growing season. When analyzing the samples, we considered the species 

composition of the phytocenosis, the duration of life cycle of macroalgae, and their distri-

bution by tiers and depths. The phytocenosis structure was found to be characterized by 

a high phytodiversity. Totally, 34 species of macroalgae were recorded. Two of them were 

found in the first tier, seven species were included in the second tier, and 25 taxa were repre-

sented in the third tier. The greatest diversity was found in red (Rhodophyta) algae: their share 

accounted for 52% of the total number of species. The contribution of brown (Ochrophyta) 

and green (Chlorophyta) macroalgae was 2.2 times less (24% each). In terms of life cycle, 

perennial and annual algae predominated: their share was 44 and 38%, respectively. The larg-

est contribution of perennial species (70%) was registered near Cape Aya and Cape Sarych. 

In general, Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis of different specially protected natural areas 

was characterized by low floral similarity: the values of the Jacquard coefficient (Kj) 

ranged from 7.1 to 66.7% and the average value was 21%. The taxonomic diversity, full tier 

structure and the predominance of perennial species indicate the stability of the key phytoce-

nosis in specially protected natural areas of Sevastopol and effectiveness of their environmen-

tal regime. 

Keywords: macrophytobenthos, Ericaria crinita, Gongolaria barbata, phytocenosis, phy-

tocenosis vertical structure, species composition, marine protected areas, southwestern 

Crimea, Black Sea 
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Ярусная структура эрикариево-гонголяриевого фитоценоза 

в прибрежной зоне  

особо охраняемых природных территорий Севастополя  

Д. А. Кандаурова *, Н. А. Мильчакова 

ФГБУН ФИЦ «Институт биологии южных морей им. А. О. Ковалевского РАН», 

Севастополь, Россия 

* e-mail: dkandaurova@ibss-ras.ru

Аннотация 

Дана характеристика таксономического разнообразия эрикариево-гонголяриевого 

фитоценоза (Ericaria crinita + Gongolaria barbata – Cladostephus spongiosus – Elliso-

landia elongata), ключевого в составе макрофитобентоса особо охраняемых природ-

ных территорий г. Севастополя. Материал отбирали по стандартной методике в аква-

ториях шести заповедных объектов на глубинах от 1 до 5 м в летний сезон с 2016 

по 2021 г. в пик вегетационного периода макрофитов. При анализе проб учитывали 

видовой состав фитоценоза, продолжительность жизненного цикла макроводорослей, 

их распределение по ярусам и глубинам. Установлено, что ярусная структура фито-

ценоза характеризуется высоким разнообразием таксонов видового ранга. Из 34 вы-

явленных видов макроводорослей в первом ярусе встречались два, во втором – 

семь и в третьем – 25 видов. Наибольшим разнообразием характеризовались крас-

ные (Rhodophyta) водоросли, на долю которых приходилось 52 % общего количе-

ства таксонов, вклад бурых (Ochrophyta) и зеленых (Chlorophyta) был меньше почти 

в 2.2 раза (по 24 %). По продолжительности жизненного цикла преобладали много-

летние и однолетние водоросли, доля которых составляла 44 и 38 % соответственно, 

максимальный вклад многолетних видов (70 %) зарегистрирован у м. Айя и м. Сарыч. 

Показано, что на разных участках особо охраняемых природных территорий эрика-

риево-гонголяриевый фитоценоз характеризовался низким флористическим сход-

ством, значения коэффициента Жаккара (Kj) варьировали от 7.1 до 66.7 % при сред-

нем значении 21 %. Такcономическое разнообразие, полночленная ярусная структура 

и преобладание многолетних видов отражают устойчивость ключевого фитоценоза 

и могут свидетельствовать об эффективности действующего природоохранного ре-

жима на особо охраняемых природных территориях г. Севастополя.  

Ключевые слова: макрофитобентос, Ericaria crinita, Gongolaria barbata, фитоценоз, 

вертикальная структура фитоценоза, видовой состав, охраняемые акватории, Юго-

Западный Крым, Черное море 
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Introduction 

The nature conservation network of Specially Protected Natural Areas  

(SPNAs) in the city of Sevastopol comprises 19 sites, covering a total area of 

23,768 km2 (30% of the city’s territory). This represents one of the highest figures 

among the subjects of the Russian Federation 1). Although Marine Protected Areas 

(MPAs) account for only 3% of the total area of these protected sites, they play 

a significant role in conserving the biodiversity of coastal ecosystems. According 

to various estimates  2), the proportion of protected macrophyte species within 

the waters of SPNAs ranges from 18.2 to 45.5% of the species listed in the Red 

Book of Sevastopol 3). 

The benthic vegetation of the MPA is dominated by the Ericaria–Gongolaria 

phytocenosis, comprising Ericaria crinita + Gongolaria barbata – Cladostephus 

spongiosus – Ellisolandia elongata, which is one of the key ecosystems for the Black 

Sea coastal ecosystems and is protected at the international level 4), 5). The coenosis-

forming species, Ericaria crinita (Duby) Molinari & Guiry and Gongolaria bar-

bata (Stackhouse) Kuntze, also hold protected status 6), 7). Along the open shores of 

southwestern Crimea, the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis forms a belt type 8)  

vegetation structure [1], with maximum productivity and the ecological-phytocenotic 

optimum of E. crinita and G. barbata recorded at depths from 1 to 5 m 8), where 

the influence of factors driving the transformation of benthic communities is most 

pronounced. The primary factor is anthropogenic impact, which leads to biotope 

degradation, pollution from inadequately treated or untreated domestic wastewater, 

etc. [2, 3]. 

1) Sevastopol City Administration, 2023. [Annual Report on State and Protection of Environment

of the City of Sevastopol in 2023]. Sevastopol: Main Department of Natural Resources and Ecology

of the City of Sevastopol. Part 1, 194 p. (in Russian).

2) Milchakova, N.A., ed., 2015. [Marine Protected Areas of Crimea. Scientific Reference Book].

Sevastopol, Simferopol: N. Orianda, 300 p. (in Russian).

3) Dovgal, I.V. and Korzhenevskiy, V.V., eds., 2018. The Red Data Book of Sevastopol. Sevastopol:

ROST-DOAFK, 432 p. (in Russian).

4) EEC Council, 1992. Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. Available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri= CELEX:31992L0043 [Accessed: 22 August 2025].

5) Gubbay, S., Rodwell, J.R., Garcia Criado, M., Borg. J., Otero, M., Janssen, J.A.M., Haynes, T.,

Beal, S., Nieto, A. [et al.], 2016. European Red List of Habitats. Part 1. Marine habitats.

Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, 2016. 52 p. https://doi.org/10.2779/032638

6) Ena, A.V. and Fateryga, A.V., eds., 2015. Red Book of the Republic of Crimea. Plants, algae and

fungi. Simferopol: ARIAL, 480 p. (in Russian).

7) Dumont, H.J., ed., 1999. Black Sea Red Data Book. New York: United Nations Office for Project

Services, 413 p.

8) Kalugina-Gutnik, A.A., 1975. [Phytobenthos of the Black Sea]. Kiev: Naukova Dumka, 246 p.

(in Russian).
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Over the past two decades, negative anthropogenic factors have impacted 

the coastal waters of Crimea and Black Sea regions, including protected areas, 

leading to a decline in macrophyte diversity, a shift in their lower growth boundary 

toward the shore, reduced productivity of macrophytobenthos, and alterations 

in the spatial distribution and vertical structure of phytocenoses [2, 4–6]. Under 

conditions of high anthropogenic pressure and coastal water pollution, macrophy-

tobenthos transformation has been marked by outbreaks of short-cycle and epiphyt-

ic algae, changes in the tiered structure of benthic phytocenoses, reduced ecosys-

tem stability, and a consequent decline in the self-purification capacity of coastal 

ecosystems [4, 5, 7–12]. As a result of anthropogenic succession, E. crinita and 

G. barbata have lost their dominant positions in many areas of the coastal zone

along the Caucasian shelf, as well as off the coasts of Romania, Bulgaria and Tur-

key, including MPAs [11, 13, 14]. Similarly, in the Mediterranean Sea, their phyto-

cenoses, particularly in the lower tiers, have experienced a replacement of perenni-

al species with short-cycle or ephemeral species, predominantly green and calci-

philic red algae [6, 15–20]. Concurrently, in many Mediterranean MPAs, the area

occupied by phytocenoses of perennial brown algae, including species of the genera

Ericaria and Gongolaria, has significantly decreased, largely due to biotope degra-

dation resulting from inadequate regulation of fishing in protected areas [19–22].

Considering the role of key brown algae phytocenoses – the primary producers 

in  the coastal ecosystems of southwestern Crimea – and the limited research 

on their structure, the objective of this study was to characterize the species com-

position and tiered structure of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis and to eval-

uate its stability in the waters of SPNAs of Sevastopol. 

Materials and methods of research 

The vertical tiered structure of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis was 

investigated in six SPNAs in Sevastopol, including two State Natural Preserves 

(SNPs) – Cape Aya and Karansky – and four Natural Monuments (NMs): 

the Coastal Aquatic Complex (CAC) at Cape Sarych, CAC at Cape Fiolent, CAC 

at Tauric Chersonese, and CAC at Cape Lukull (Fig. 1). In the coastal zones of 

these protected areas, this phytocenosis occurs on rocky-block substrates at depths 

ranging from 0.5 to 10 m. 

The study focuses on lithophytic macroalgae of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phy-

tocenosis, a key component of the Black Sea macrophytobenthos 8). 

Material was collected at depths of 1, 3 and 5 m, corresponding to the eco-

logical-phytocenotic optimum for E. crinita and G. barbata, during the summer 

periods of 2016–2021. Quantitative samples of macrophytes were collected using 

a standard method 8), employing a 25 × 25 cm sampling frame at each depth hori-

zon in four replicates. To assess the species diversity across tiers, qualitative sam-

ples were gathered at various horizons within the phytocenosis distribution zone. 

When processing the samples, the species composition, biomass of macro-

phytes by vertical tiers, the number of cenosis-forming lithophytic macroalgae, and  
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F i g .  1 .  The map of specially protected 

natural areas of Sevastopol: 1 – Natural 

Monument at Cape Lukull, 2 – Natural 

Monument at Tauric Chersonese, 3 – Nat-

ural Monument at Cape Fiolent, 4 – State 

Nature Preserve Karansky, 5 – State Na-

ture Preserve Cape Aya, 6 – Natural Mon-

ument at Cape Sarych (the borders of ob-

jects are highlighted in red colour) 

total projective cover of the phytocenosis were evaluated. A total of 93 quantitative 

and 20 qualitative samples of macrophytobenthos were collected and analyzed 

along six vertical transects located in the central part of SPNAs. 

To characterize the vertical tiered structure of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phyto-

cenosis, we analyzed the species composition of lithophytes in the 1 st–3rd tiers. 

For the 4th tier, comprising crustose lithophytes, only the presence or absence of 

species was recorded using the underwater photofixation method [6]. 

A comparative analysis of the diversity of lithophytic synusiae was conducted 

across three vertical tiers, evaluating the proportion of species by division (Chloro-

phyta, Ochrophyta, Rhodophyta) and life cycle duration. For each species, the co-

efficient of occurrence Po (%) was calculated using the formula: 

Ро = P 
a

 n 
 100, 

where a represents the number of sites where the species was recorded; and n is 

the total number of surveyed sites 9). 

The similarity of the species composition of the phytocenosis across the water 

areas of the SPNAs was assessed using the Jaccard coefficient Kj (%) 9)  

Kj = 100 
с

a + b – c
, 

where a is the number of species in one site; b is the number of species in another 

site; and c is the number of species common to both sites. 

9) Pesenko, Yu.A., 1982. [Principles and Methods of Quantitative Analysis in Fauna Studies]. Mos-

cow: Nauka, 287 p. (in Russian).
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To evaluate the similarity of the vertical tier structure of the Ericaria–

Gongolaria phytocenosis in SPNAs, a cluster analysis was performed using data 

on species occurrence and presence or absence 10). Macroalgal names were updated 

to reflect recent taxonomic revisions and nomenclature changes 11).  

Results and discussion 

The phytodiversity of the tiered structure of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phyto-

cenosis in the coastal zone of Sevastopol’s SPNAs exhibited high species richness, 

comprising 34 species. These were distributed as follows: 2 species in the 1st tier, 

7 in the 2nd tier, and 25 in the 3rd tier. The 1st tier was dominated by the coenosis-

forming species Ericaria crinita and Gongolaria barbata, the second was dominat-

ed by Phyllophora crispa (Hudson) P. S. Dixon, Cladostephus spongiosus (Hud-

son) C. Agardh and Ulva rigida C. Agardh, the third by Apoglossum ruscifolium 

(Turner) J. Agardh, Chondria da-syphylla (Woodward) C. Agardh, Dictyota fasciola 

(Roth) J. V. Lamouroux, Ellisolandia elongata (J. Ellis & Solander) K. R. Hind & 

G. W. Saunders, Gelidium crinale (Hare ex Turner) Gaillon, G. spinosum (S. G. Gme- 

lin) P. C. Silva, Jania rubens (Linnaeus) J. V. Lamouroux, J. virgata (Zanardini) 

Montagne, Laurencia coronopus J. Agardh and Vertebrata subulifera (C. Agardh) 

Kuntze. 

Analysis of the species composition by taxonomic division revealed that red 

algae (Rhodophyta) contributed the largest proportion, accounting for 52% of 

the total species, while brown algae (Ochrophyta) and green algae (Chlorophyta) 

each represented 24%. Notably, species proportions varied significantly across ver-

tical tiers. In the 2nd tier, brown algae comprised 57% of the species, seven times 

higher than in the 3rd tier (8%). Conversely, green and red algae were 2–2.2 times 

less (29% and 64%, and 14% and 28%, respectively). 

The number of species in SPNAs varied significantly across vertical tiers, 

ranging from one to five species in the 2nd tier and from one to eight in the 3rd tier. 

In the 2nd tier, the highest frequency of occurrence (Po = 75–100%) was recorded 

for C. spongiosus, Ph. crispa, and U. rigida. In the 3rd tier, high occurrence fre-

quencies (from 50 to 75%) were noted for A. ruscifolium, D. fasciola, E. elongata, 

G. crinale, G. spinosum, J. rubens, J. virgata, C. dasyphylla, L. coronopus, and

V. subulifera.

The highest species richness of lithophytes in the 2nd and 3rd tiers was observed

in the waters of the NM CAC at Cape Fiolent, while the lowest was recorded 

in the Karansky SNP (Fig. 2). The greatest proportion of red algae was found 

in the coastal zones of the Cape Aya SNP and the NM CAC at Cape Sarych, 

accounting for 67% and 80% of the total species, respectively 8). Brown algae con-

tributed 23% in the NM CAC at Cape Lukull, indicating relatively clean water con-

ditions in these areas [2]. A high proportion of green algae (38%) was recorded 

in the CAC at Cape Fiolent, likely due to elevated recreational pressure in the coastal 

zone during spring and summer. 

10) Zaytsev, G.N., 1990. [Mathematics in Experimental Botany]. Moscow: Nauka, 296 p. (in Russian).

11) Algaebase Team. Algaebase. 2025. [online] Available at: http://www:algaebase.org [Accessed: 22
August 2025].
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F i g .  2 .  Ratio of green, brown and red algae of 

the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis in the marine 

area of specially protected natural areas of Sevastopol 

Analysis of species richness across the tiers in SPNAs of Sevastopol revealed 

slight variations with depth. The 1st tier, dominated by E. crinita and G. barbata, 

occurs at depths of 1 to 5 m and 3 to 5 m, respectively. In the 2nd and 3rd tiers, 

the highest number of species was recorded at depths of 1 and 5 m (22 species 

each), while diversity was lower at 3 m (15 species). The proportion of species by 

taxonomic division also varied slightly with depth; across all sites, red algae con-

tributed twice as much to species richness as green and brown algae. In the 3rd tier, 

the proportion of Rhodophyta was three times higher than that of Ochrophyta and 

Chlorophyta, whereas no such pattern was observed in the 2nd tier. 

Across SPNAs, the number of macroalgal species in the tiers also varied 

slightly with depth (Fig. 3). The highest phytodiversity was observed in the NM 

CAC at Cape Fiolent at a depth of 1 m. In the 2nd tier, the greatest species richness 

(five species) was recorded in the phytocenosis of the NM CAC at Cape Fiolent at 1 m, 

while the lowest (one species) was recorded in the Karansky SNP and the NM CAC 

at Cape Sarych at 3 m. Near Cape Lukull, species richness in the 2nd tier increased 

slightly with depth, reaching a maximum at 5 m. 

In the 3rd tier, the highest species richness was observed in the waters of 

the NM CAC at Tauric Chersonese and the NM CAC at Cape Sarych at a depth of 

5 m (7 and 8 species, respectively). The lowest species richness was recorded 

at depths of 3 and 5 m in the Karansky SNP and at 1 m in the NM CAC at Tauric 

Chersonese (one species each). Notably, in certain areas of the Cape Aya and Ka-

ransky SNPs, as well as the NM CAC at Cape Fiolent, at depths from 3 to 5 m 

within the ecological-phytocenotic optimum of the phytocenosis 8), no algae were 

found in the 2nd and 3rd tiers, which is probably due to the high density of coenosis-

forming species in the 1st tier [1]. 

Comparative analysis of the phytodiversity across the three tiers of the Eri-

caria – Gongolaria phytocenosis revealed that the total species richness in SPNAs 

of Sevastopol was 1.3 times higher (34 species) than in other areas of the Crime-

an and Caucasian coasts (27 species) [1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 23]. However, 

within protected waters, the number of taxa in the tiers ranged from 8 to 17 spe-

cies, compared to 6 to 27 species in other areas of the Russian Black Sea shelf. 
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F i g .  3 .  The change in the number of species in the 2nd and 

3rd tiers of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis at depths of 

1, 3 and 5 m in the marine area of specially protected natural 

areas of Sevastopol (see Fig. 1) 

In the phytocenoses of protected areas, the 2nd tier contained 7 species, 1.6 times 

fewer than the 11 species reported elsewhere, while the 3rd tier exhibited 1.5 times 

greater species richness (21 species) compared to other studies (14 species). 

The increased diversity in the 3rd tier may be attributed to the presence of certain 

macroalgae, specifically A. ruscifolium, C. dasyphylla, L. coronopus, L. obtusa and 

V. subulifera, which were identified as lithophytic in this study but are typically

epiphytic in other regions [8].

Analysis of the proportion of macroalgal species with varying life cycle dura-

tions in the tiers of the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis in SPNTs of Sevastopol 

revealed that perennial algae accounted for 44%, annual algae for 38%, and 

ephemeroids for 18% of the total species identified. Among brown algae, perennial 

and short-cycle species predominated; among red algae, perennial and annual spe-

cies were prevalent; and among green algae, annual species dominated. The 1st tier 

consisted exclusively of perennial species, while in the 2nd and 3rd tiers, perennial 

species contributed 43% and 40%, respectively, and short-cycle species accounted 

for 57% and 52%, respectively. The highest proportion of perennial species (78%) 

was recorded in the waters of the NM CAC at Cape Sarych (Fig. 4), while the low-

est (18%) was found in the Karansky SNP. The predominance of annual species 

(67%) in the Karansky SNP is likely associated with the influx of domestic and 

industrial wastewater from the Balaklava collector under specific synoptic condi-

tions [24, 25]. 

The greatest proportion of perennial algae, ranging from 50 to 70%, was ob-

served in the waters of the NM CAC at Tauric Chersonese (depth 1 m), the NM 

CAC at Cape Sarych and the Cape Aya SNP (depth 3 and 5 m). No seasonal or 

ephemeral species were recorded in the phytocenosis of the latter two sites. 
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F i g .  4 .  The ratio of Ericaria–Gongolaria phytoceno-

sis species by their life history in the marine area of spe-

cially protected natural areas of Sevastopol  

The proportion of species with different vegetation periods reflects both 

the condition of benthic phytocenoses and their resilience to adverse environmental 

factors 8) [4, 18]. The predominance of perennial species in the Ericaria–Gongo- 

laria phytocenosis (Fig. 4) suggests favorable conditions for macrophytobenthos 

in the coastal zone of Sevastopol’s SPNAs, which is confirmed by evidence of 

improved environmental quality in these protected waters over recent decades 

[12, 24–26]. 

Previous studies have demonstrated that increased domestic pollution and eu-

trophication result in reduced species richness in perennial brown algae phytoceno-

ses of the Black Sea, decreased biomass of coenosis-forming species in the 1st and 

2nd tiers, and an increase in coralline calciphilic macroalgae in the 3rd tier [1, 2, 4, 

8, 11, 13, 16]. Under the influence of these adverse factors, some key phytocenoses 

in the Mediterranean Sea have exhibited a replacement of perennial brown algae 

in the 1st tier with red coralline algae, such as Corallina officinalis Linnaeus, 

E. elongata, J. rubens, and others. This shift has led to significant structural trans-

formation and a decline in the productivity of macrophytobenthos [17–20].

Analysis of the species diversity across the tiers of the Ericaria–Gongolaria 

phytocenosis in SPNAs revealed low structural similarity. The average value of Kj 

between sites did not exceed 21% (Fig. 5), compared to 56–62% in other areas of 

the coastal zone of Crimea 8). The highest number of shared species was observed 

between the phytocenoses of the Cape Aya SNP and the NM CAC at Cape Sarych 

(Kj from 33.3 to 46.2%). In other sites, Kj values were 3–5 times lower. 

Significant variation in Kj was observed across depths. The highest species 

similarity was recorded in the phytocenoses near Cape Aya and Cape Fiolent 

at a depth of 3 m (Kj = 66.7%), while the lowest was found near the Karansky 

SNP and the NM CAC at Cape Lukull at depths of 3 and 5 m (Kj = 7.1%). 



Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025                                      63 

 

a b c 
 

F i g .  5 .  Dendrogram of similarity in species composition of Ericaria–Gongo-

laria phytocenosis in the specially protected natural areas of Sevastopol (see Fig. 1): 

а – depth of 1 m, b – 3 m, c – 5 m 

 

Conclusion 

The Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocenosis (Ericaria crinita + Gongolaria bar-

bata – Cladostephus spongiosus – Ellisolandia elongata) is a key component of 

the Black Sea macrophytobenthos, exhibiting high taxonomic diversity in the coastal 

SPNAs of Sevastopol. Thirty-four macroalgal species were identified in the litho-

phytic synusiae across three tiers, of which Chlorophyta and Ochrophyta each con-

tributed 24% to the total species richness, while Rhodophyta accounted for 52%. 

The 1st tier was dominated by coenosis-forming brown algae (Ochrophyta), 

in the 2nd and 3rd tiers, their proportions were 57% and 28%, red algae (Rhodo-

phyta) – 29% and 64%, green algae (Chlorophyta) – 14% and 8%, respectively. 

The proportion of species across taxonomic divisions varied slightly across regions 

and depths, with brown and red algae consistently 2–3 times more abundant than 

green algae. 

Perennial species predominated in the composition of the tiered synusiae of 

the phytocenosis, with their highest proportion (53–78%) recorded in the phytoce-

noses of the NM CAC at Cape Fiolent, the NM CAC at Cape Sarych, and the Cape 

Aya SNP. In other protected waters of SPNAs of Sevastopol, the proportion ranged 

from 17 to 46%. The floristic similarity of the species composition across the tiers 

in these protected areas was low, with the highest number of shared species ob-

served among the phytocenoses of the Cape Aya SNP, the NM CAC at Cape Sar-

ych, and the NM CAC at Cape Fiolent. 

Elements of restorative succession, indicative of ecological stability, were 

identified in the Ericaria–Gongolaria phytocoenosis within the coastal zone of 

SPNAs of Sevastopol. These include a well-developed structure, high floristic 

diversity across tiers, and the predominance of perennial brown and red algae. 

The ecological and phytocoenotic characteristics of this phytocoenosis suggest that 

the protected waters of Sevastopol can be classified as relatively clean. However, 

due to significant fuel oil inputs into the waters of the Cape Aya SNP and the NM 

CAC at Cape Fiolent, regular monitoring of key benthic phytocoenoses, which are 

critical for the self-purification of coastal waters, remains an essential conservation 

priority. 
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Abstract 
The paper studies the current state of macrophytobenthos in the eastern part of Sevastopol 

Bay. The study collected information on the distribution of key macrophyte species and 

compared changes in their contribution for over 40 years. Hydrobotanical surveys were 

performed using standard methodology on the same profiles during the summers of 1977, 

2017, and 2024. Gongolaria barbata and Ericaria crinita were found to dominate the bot-

tom vegetation composition at present (2017 and 2024), and green algae (Cladophora 

laetevirens, Ulva intestinalis, U. rigida) were also abundant. In 2024, almost all profiles 

at 0.5 m depth showed a decrease in total macrophyte biomass and the proportion of  

G. barbata and E. crinita due to the damaging effects of the extreme storm. However,

at depths of 1 and 3 m, quantitative macrophytobenthos biomass values were about twice as

high as those in 2017. A comparative analysis of macrophytobenthos distribution for almost

half a century showed that the most significant transformation of the vegetation component

was observed in the eastern part of the bay, where higher aquatic vegetation (Zostera marina,

Z. noltei, Stuckenia pectinata, Zannichellia sp., Ruppia sp.) was replaced by thickets of

perennial algae (G. barbata and E. crinita). These changes are probably due to increase

in water salinity in the Chyornaya River estuarine zone and changes in the intensity of long-

shore sediment fluxes in the water area. In the eastern part of the bay, a change in the pre-

dominance of Ulva species to G. barbata and E. crinita was recorded during this period,

possibly indicating some improvement in environmental quality. The study results can be

applied during monitoring of the marine environment state in the bay, as well as for deve- 

loping coastal protection measures.

Keywords: macrophytobenthos, Gongolaria barbata, Ericaria crinita, Ulva rigida, Clado-

phora laetevirens, Black Sea, Sevastopol 
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Распределение донной растительности  

в восточной части Севастопольской бухты 
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Аннотация 

Представлены результаты исследования современного состояния макрофитобентоса 

в восточной части б. Севастопольской. В ходе изучения собраны сведения о распре-

делении ключевых видов макрофитов и проведен сравнительный анализ изменений 

их вклада в общую биомассу макрофитобентоса за период более 40 лет. Гидробота-

нические исследования выполняли согласно стандартной методики по одним и тем 

же разрезам в летний период 1977, 2017 и 2024 гг. Выявлено, что в настоящее время 

(2017 и 2024 гг.) в составе донной растительности доминируют Gongolaria barbata 

и Ericaria crinita, также обильно представлены зеленые водоросли (Cladophora 

laetevirens, Ulva intestinalis, U. rigida). В 2024 г. почти на всех разрезах на глубине 

0.5 м отмечено снижение общей биомассы макрофитов, доли G. barbata и E. crinita 

вследствие разрушительного воздействия экстремального шторма. При этом на глу-

бине 1 и 3 м количественные показатели биомассы макрофитобентоса были пример-

но вдвое выше, чем в 2017 г. Сравнительный анализ распределения макрофитобенто-

са за почти полувековой период показал, что наиболее существенная трансформация 

растительной компоненты произошла в кутовой части бухты, где произрастающая 

здесь ранее высшая водная растительность (Zostera marina, Z. noltei, Stuckenia pectinata, 

Zannichellia sp., Ruppia sp.) сменилась зарослями многолетних водорослей (G. barbata 

и E. crinita). Эти изменения, вероятно, можно объяснить повышением солености 

воды в приустьевой зоне р. Черной, а также изменением интенсивности вдольберего-

вых потоков наносов в акватории. В восточной части бухты за этот период зареги-

стрирована смена доминантных видов водорослей: вместо представителей рода Ulva 

начали преобладать виды G. barbata и E. crinita, что, возможно, свидетельствует 

об улучшении качества среды. Результаты работы могут быть применены при мони-

торинге состояния морской среды в бухте, а также при планировании охранных ме-

роприятий прибрежной зоны моря. 

Ключевые слова: макрофитобентос, Gongolaria barbata, Ericaria crinita, Ulva rigida, 

Cladophora laetevirens, Черное море, Севастополь 
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Introduction 

Macrophytobenthos plays a leading role in the stabilization of coastal geosys-

tems by providing a range of ecosystem functions and services [1–3]. It is well 

established that benthic vegetation actively responds to environmental changes. 

Consequently, changes in the species composition and abundance of macrophytes 

enable phytobenthos to serve as a unique indicator of the ecological condition of 

coastal waters. 

The depth distribution of benthic vegetation is determined by the photic zone’s 

boundary, where algal photosynthesis takes place, primarily influenced by water 

clarity. Consequently, investigating macrophytobenthos is increasingly critical 

in waters heavily affected by economic activities. 

The eastern part of Sevastopol Bay, subjected to long-term anthropogenic im-

pact, was selected as a model region. Notably, significant volumes of wastewater 

are discharged into the bay [4–6]. The studied water area experiences active ship-

ping, dredging, and other hydraulic engineering activities, leading to elevated pollu-

tant levels in the water [7, 8]. Numerous contemporary studies have focused on this 

part of the bay, examining its hydrological and hydrochemical parameters [9, 10], 

the  lithological composition of bottom sediments [11–14], and the quantitative 

characteristics of meio- and macrozoobenthos communities [15–18]. However, 

research on benthic vegetation remains limited [19–22]. 

This study aims to evaluate the current state of macrophytobenthos in the east-

ern part of Sevastopol Bay and to characterize the interannual dynamics of the dis-

tribution of dominant macrophyte species from 1977 to 2024. 

Materials and methods of research 

The eastern part of Sevastopol Bay has an average depth of 13.1 m, with max-

imum depths along the fairway reaching 19.5 m. The sea area is characterized by 

a complex hydrodynamic regime driven by two opposing currents: one flowing 

westward from the Chyornaya River and another eastwards from the open sea. 

The ecological condition of the waters in this region is further influenced by water 

exchange with Yuzhnaya Bay [4, 6, 23]. 

The apex of the bay is shallow, with an average depth of 4.7 m and a maxi-

mum depth of 10.8 m [7]. This semi-enclosed region of the bay is influenced by 

the Chyornaya River, which causes desalination of surface waters and delivers sig-

nificant amounts of allochthonous organic and mineral substances, including nutri-

ents and pollutants, through river runoff [23]. 

In recent decades, the area along the eastern shore of the bay has undergone 

significant transformation. Coastal fortifications, breakwaters, and piers have been 

constructed, altering the landscape. The mouth of the Chyornaya River has been 

modified to accomodate the Sevastopol seaport basin, while the floodplain now 

hosts a pier and the Chyornaya River shipping canal [24]. 
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Phytobenthos samples were collected in Sevastopol Bay in July 2017 and 2024 

and were used as study material. The samples were obtained using vertical profiles 

by a diver at depths of 0.5, 1, 3 and 5 m, up to the boundary of macrophyte distri-

bution, with quadruplicate sampling conducted within 25 × 25 cm survey plots 1).  

A total of 96 quantitative samples were collected and analysed (Table 1). The aim of 

the work was to study the distribution and biomass of macrophytobenthos in the coas- 

tal zone of the eastern part of the bay (profiles 1–5) (Fig. 1). A portable Oregon 650 

GPS receiver was used to determine the coordinates of the profiles. The results are 

presented in Table 1. 

The benthic vegetation was characterized using the dominance classification 

proposed by A. A. Kalugina-Gutnik 2). To analyze the structure of phytocommu-

nities, the Shannon species diversity index (H) was calculated. Algal species identi-

fication followed the guide 3), incorporating the latest nomenclature revisions 4). 

Data on the composition and distribution of benthic vegetation in the bay for 1977 

were obtained by one of the authors, who participated in sample collection during 

the summer period in the study areas and analyzed them using a similar method. 

F i g .  1 .  Schematic map of hydrobotanical profiles in the western part of 

Sevastopol Bay: 1 – Сape Pavlovsky; 2 – Ushakov Beam; 3 – thermal sta-

tion; 4 – Inkerman; 5 – Gollandia 

1) Kalugina-Gutnik, A.A., 1969. [Study of the Black Sea Bottom Vegetation Using Lightweight

Diving Equipment]. In: Academy of Sciences of the USSR, 1969. [Marine Underwater Studies].

Moscow: Nauka, pp. 105–113 (in Russian).

2) Kalugina-Gutnik, A.A., 1975. [Phytobenthos of the Black Sea]. Kiev: Naukova Dumka, 248 p.

(in Russian).

3) Zinova, A.D., 1967. [Field Guide to Green, Brown and Red Algae of the Southern Seas of

the USSR]. Leningrad: Nauka, 397 p. (in Russian).

4) Available at: http://www.algaebase.org [Accessed: 22 August 2025].
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T a b l e  1 .  Coordinates and depth range of hydrobotanical profiles, number of sampled 

macrophytobenthos in Sevastopol Bay 

Profile 

Coordinates Depth, m 
Number of 

samples 
°N ° 0.5 1 3 5 

1 44°3657 33°324 +/0 +/0 +/0 +/0 16 

2 44°3657 33°3242 +/+ +/+ +/+ +/− 28 

3 44°3637 33°3457 +/+ +/+ – – 16 

4 44°3630 33°365 +/+ +/+ – – 16 

5 44°3723 33°3339 +/+ +/+ −/+ – 20

Note:  Numerator – samples taken in 2017; denominator – samples taken in 2024. Symbol “+” denotes 

presence of bottom vegetation, and symbol “–” denotes its absence, “0” – no samples were taken. 

Results and discussion 

Analysis of the collected data revealed that benthic vegetation in the eastern part 

of Sevastopol Bay is primarily concentrated at depths of 0.5 to 3 m, and in the apex 

at depths of 0.5 to 1 m. In the early 2000s, O. G. Mironov and colleagues observed 

dark gray and black silts at depths exceeding 5 m in this region, often characterized 

by hydrogen sulfide and fuel oil odors [11]. Pollution of water areas with organic 

matter, oil and its derivatives – originating from river runoff, industrial, agricultural 

and domestic waste – leads to a degraded oxygen regime, significant siltation of 

sediments and, consequently, the decline of landscape and biological diversity 

[6, 13–15, 25]. 

Distribution of benthic vegetation in the eastern part of the bay in 2017 and 

2024 

Profile 1. In 2017, the total macrophyte biomass (TMB) along this profile de-

creased by 1.5 times as depth increased from 0.5 to 1 m, while the proportion of 

the dominant species declined by approximately half (Table 2). At these depths, 

Gongolaria barbata (Stackhouse) Kuntze (= Cystoseira barbata) was the dominant 

species (Fig. 2). The macrophytobenthos at these depths included Dictyota fasciola 

(Roth) Howe (9–18% of TMB) and Cladophora laetevirens (Dillw.) Kütz. (10–21% 

of TMB) (Fig. 2). The contribution of epiphytes at depths of 0.5–1 m was minimal 

(Table 2). Notably, at a depth of 5 m, benthic vegetation was nearly absent, with 

C. laetevirens (60%) and Ulva rigida L. (17%) as the primary contributors to TMB.

Zostera marina L. was occasionally observed within the community at this depth.

The species diversity index increased with depth from 1.07 to 2.07, indicating

a more complex community structure.
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F i g .  2 .  Interannual and spatial dynamics of species composi-

tion of dominant macrophytes 

Profile 2. In 2017, at a depth of 0.5 m in this profile, over 50% of the TMB 

was contributed by G. barbata and Ericaria crinita (Duby) Molinari & Guiry 

(= Cystoseira crinita) (Table 2). At this depth, green algae were abundant within 

the microphytobenthos, including U. rigida (32%), C. laetevirens (6%), C. albida 

(Nees) Kütz. (6% of TMB) (Fig. 2). At depths of 1–3 m, C. laetevirens was domi-

nant (Fig. 2). Within this depth range, TMB decreased by 1.4 times, while the pro-

portion of the dominant species increased to 66–78% (Table 2). U. rigida was 

also present in the community at these depths (3–22% of TMB) (Fig. 2). Notably, 

at a depth of 3 m, the lithophytic form Laurencia obtusa (Huds.) J. V. Lamour was 

abundant, contributing 30% of TMB (Fig. 2). At a depth of 5 m, TMB was low, 

with C. albida dominating among the algae, accounting for 94% of TMB (Table 2). 

At this depth, C. laetevirens was recorded within the microphytobenthos, con-

tributing 3% of TMB (Fig. 2). The contribution of epiphytic algae to TMB along 

profile 2 was minimal, ranging from 0 to 5% (Table 2). The species diversity 

index decreased approximately fivefold with increasing depth, from 2.00 to 0.43 

(Table 2). 

In 2024, benthic vegetation was recorded at a depth of up to 3 m along pro-

file 2. At a depth of 0.5 m, the TMB was nearly an order of magnitude lower than 

in 2017 (Table 2). At this depth, only seedlings of G. barbata and E. crinita were 

observed, replacing their previously dominant thickets and contributing just 9% 

of the TMB (Fig. 2). The microphytobenthos was dominated by C. albida (35%), 

Polysiphonia opaca (C. Ag.) Moris et De Notaris (21%), Carradoriella denudata 

(Dillwyn) Savoie et G. W. Saunders (17%), Callithamnion corymbosum (Smith) 

Lyngb. (7% of TMB) (Fig. 2). No epiphytic algae were recorded. At depths of 1–3 m, 

TMB was two to three times higher than in 2017 (Table 2). G. barbata dominated 

at these depths, although its proportion decreased by half from 1 to 3 m, while 

the contribution of D. fasciola increased from 9 to 45% of TMB (Fig. 2). The contri-

bution of epiphytes ranged from 6 to 7% of TMB. Notably, during the study period, 
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T a b l e  2 .  Distribution of dominant macrophyte and epiphyte species and diversity index 

H in Sevastopol Bay in 1977, 2017 and 2024 (by depths) 

Profile 
Depth, 

m 
Year 

Total biomass 

of macrophytes, 

g·m−2 

Proportion, % 

Н Gongolaria 

barbata,  

Ericaria crinita 

Epiphytic 

1 
0.5 

1977 858.3 ± 45.7 0 0 0.67 

2017 1783.8 ± 837.9 79 1 1.07 

1 
1977 1171.7 ± 207.8 0 0 1.18 

2017 1192.5 ± 189.9 47 2 1.96 

3 1977 145.2 ± 37.9 0 0   0 

5 2017 16.1 ± 2.5 0 5 2.07 

2 
0.5 

2017 3333.2 ± 603.6 55 5 2.00 

2024 357.2 ± 93.5 9 0 2.91 

1 
2017 1332.3 ± 192.3 0 0 0.77 

2024 3782.4 ± 786.9 82 7 1.05 

3 
2017 980.0 ± 326.9 0 2 1.13 

2024 1834.6 ± 247.2 41 6 1.77 

5 2017 49.5 ± 5.16 0 0 0.43 

3 

0.5 

1977 231.6 ± 55.8 0 0 1.42 

2017 4042.8 ± 1738.5 97 0 0.24 

2024 1394.8 ± 198.5 22 0 2.60 

1 

1977 353.8 ± 96.2 0 0 1.74 

2017 1957.4 ± 665.0 100 0 0.05 

2024 3308.8 ± 976.9 85 5 0.80 

4 
0.5 

2017 1738.0 ± 540.5 46 1 4.27 

2024 4340.7 ± 1067.3 82 0 0.89 

1 
2017 1467.4 ± 493.8 60 5 1.03 

2024 2811.4 ± 273.5 87 0 0.88 

5 
0.5 

2017 4532.2 ± 456.7 73 14 1.23 

2024 3888.4 ± 1158.5 76 1 1.09 

1 
2017 3146.3 ± 336.9 92 5 0.69 

2024 7307.7 ± 1754.1 94 0 0.68 

3 2024 1647.8 ± 583.2 73 4 1.48 

Note: Data for 1977 are taken from the article by A. A. Kalugina-Gutnik [26]. 



74  Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025 

the species diversity index increased across all studied depths, indicating a more 

complex algal community structure (Table 2).  

Profile 3. In 2017, the TMB decreased twofold as depth increased from 0.5 to 

1 m (Table 2). At these depths, G. barbata was dominant, with its proportion reach-

ing maximum values (Fig. 2). U. rigida and C. laetevirens were observed sporadi-

cally within the phytocommunity. No epiphytic algae were recorded. Low values 

of the species diversity index H indicated a homogeneous phytocommunity struc-

ture, dominated by the primary species (Table 2). 

In 2024, along profile 3, the TMB at a depth of 0.5 m decreased threefold, 

while at a depth of 1 m, it doubled compared to 2017 values (Table 2). G. barbata 

remained dominant at these depths, although its proportion decreased, particularly 

at 0.5 m, where lithophytic forms, including Vertebrata subulifera (C. Ag.) Kütz. 

(28%), Brongniartella byssoides (Good. et Wood.) F. Schmitz (10%), Chondria dasy- 

phylla (Woodw.) C. Ag. (21%), C. laetevirens (11%), and Ceramium virgatum Roth 

(5% of TMB), were prominent (Fig. 2). Notably, at a depth of 1 m, where G. barbata 

dominated, Zostera noltei Hornem. (9% of TMB) was observed in patches with 

a silty-sandy substrate. Epiphytic algae were represented by C. laetevirens. A simp- 

lification of the algal community structure with increasing depth was confirmed 

by a more than threefold decrease in the species diversity index (Table 2). 

Profile 4. In 2017, along this section, the TMB decreased slightly as depth in-

creased from 0.5 to 1 m, while the proportion of the dominant species (G. barbata) 

increased (Table 2). At these depths, the microphytobenthos included green algae 

(C. laetevirens (23–26%) and U. rigida (1–2%)) and higher aquatic vegetation rep-

resented by the genera Ruppia, Stuckenia, and Zannichellia (12–30% of the TMB) 

(Fig. 2). The contribution of epiphytes increased with depth from 1 to 5% of TMB. 

Notably, the species diversity index reached its maximum at a depth of 0.5 m, indi-

cating a polydominant community structure (Table 2). 

In 2024, along profile 4, the depth distribution of macrophytobenthos remained 

consistent with previous years. The TMB decreased by 1.5 times as depth increased 

from 0.5 to 1 m, while its values were approximately twice as high as in 2017 

(Table 2). G. barbata dominated at these depths. The macrophytobenthos included 

C. laetevirens (3–9%) and the seagrasses Ruppia spiralis L., Stuckenia pectinate (L.)

Börner (formerly Potamogeton pectinatus), and Z. noltei (7–9% of TMB) (Fig. 2).

No epiphytic algae were recorded. The species diversity index varies within a nar-

row range (Table 2).

Profile 5. In 2017, along this profile, the TMB decreased by 1.4 times as depth 

increased from 0.5 to 1 m (Table 2). G. barbata dominated at these depths, contrib-

uting 73 to 92% of the TMB. U. rigida and C. albida were also present, with their 

contribution decreasing with depth from 14 to 6% and from 12 to 1% of the TMB, 

respectively (Fig. 2). Notably, as depth increased, the proportion of epiphytes de-

creased nearly threefold, the phytocommunity structure simplified, and the species 

diversity index decreased by half (Table 2). 
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In 2024, along profile 5, benthic vegetation was recorded at depths up to 3 m. 

The highest TMB was observed at a depth of 1 m; at 0.5 m, TMB was approxi-

mately half as high, and at 3 m, it was four times lower (Table 2). E. crinita and 

G. barbata dominated at all studied depths, contributing 73 to 94% of the TMB.

The remaining TMB was mainly attributed to species of the genus Ulva (Fig. 2).

Notably, at a depth of 0.5 m, the TMB values and the proportions of dominant spe-

cies were comparable to those in 2017, while at 1 m, TMB in 2024 was twice

as high as in 2017, although the proportion of dominant species remained similar

(Table 2). Epiphytic algae were minimally represented (0–4% of the TMB).

The species diversity index ranged from 0.68 to 1.48, indicative of an algal com-

munity dominated by a few key species.

Over the past seven years (from 2017 to 2024), the depth distribution of mac-

rophytobenthos in the eastern part of Sevastopol Bay underwent changes, while 

the species composition of dominant macrophytes remained relatively stable. 

Notably, in 2024, at all profiles except profile 4, the TMB at a depth of 0.5 m was 

lower, while at depths of 1 and 3 m, it was approximately twice as high as in 2017. 

The significant decrease in TMB at 0.5 m can probably be explained by the de-

structive impact of an extreme storm in autumn 2023 [27]. Specifically, at profile 2 

in 2024, TMB was nearly ten times lower than in 2017 (Table 2). At this depth, 

only seedlings of G. barbata and E. crinita were observed, with their proportion 

decreasing from 55 to 9% of TMB over the study period (Fig. 2). At profile 3, 

at a depth of 0.5 m, TMB decreased threefold compared to 2017 values (Table 2). 

Here, isolated thalli of G. barbata were recorded, with its proportion decreasing 

from 97 to 22% of TMB during this period (Fig. 2). At profile 5, over the seven-

year period, the decrease in TMB at 0.5 m was minimal, while the proportion of 

G. barbata ranged from 73 to 76% of TMB (Table 2). Notably, in 2024, at all stud-

ied profiles at a depth of 0.5 m, the benthic vegetation was dominated by annual

algae (Cladophora albida, Carradoriella denudata, Callithamnion corymbosum,

Vertebrata subulifera, Brongniartella byssoides, Chondria dasyphylla, Ceramium

virgatum), further indicating the influence of the autumn storm.

A comparative analysis of the composition and quantitative indicators of mac-

rophytobenthos for 2017–2024 at depths of 1 and 3 m revealed several differences. 

At profile 2 in 2017, C. laetevirens dominated the 1–3 m depth range, contributing 

from 66 to 78% of the TMB, while G. barbata and E. crinita were absent. In con-

trast, in 2024, G. barbata contributed 41–82% of TMB at these depths (Fig. 2). 

At profile 3, at a depth of 1 m, the proportion of G. barbata was consistently high, 

ranging from 85 to 100% of TMB (Fig. 2). At profile 4, the contribution of G. bar-

bata increased from 46–60 to 82–87%, while the proportion of seagrasses de-

creased from 12–30 to 7–9% of TMB during this period (Fig. 2). Notably, at pro-

file 5 in 2024, benthic vegetation was recorded up to a depth of 3 m, whereas 

in 2017, macrophytobenthos was observed only up to 1 m (Table 2). During 

the study period, the combined proportion of G. barbata and E. crinita at a depth 

of 1 m remained high, varying slightly from 92 to 94% of TMB (Fig. 2). 
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Analysis of spatio-temporal changes in macrophytobenthos over nearly half 

a century revealed significant transformations. According to the hydrobotanical 

survey of Sevastopol Bay conducted in 1977 by A. A. Kalugina-Gutnik, species of 

the genus Ulva dominated on hard substrates at depths of 0.5–5 m in the eastern part 

of the bay, while G. barbata and E. crinita were present in the macrophytobenthos 

at greater depths [26]. Notably, at the beginning of the 20th century, S.A. Zernov 

(1913) reported “pure” thickets of G. barbata and E. crinita in this region 5). 

According to a number of authors, for over a century, clusters of eelgrass (Zostera 

marina and Z. noltei) have been observed on soft substrates at the apex of the bay 

(its top) 5), 6). In 1977, species of the genus Ulva were also recorded as part of 

the higher aquatic vegetation in this area [26].   

According to A. A. Kalugina-Gutnik’s 1977 survey, along the coastline at pro-

files 1–3 at a depth of 0.5 m, species of the genus Ulva dominated, contributing 

85–100% of the TMB (Fig. 2) [26]. Subsequently, I. K. Evstigneeva and I. N. Tankov- 

skaya reported that in 2003–2005 G. barbata and E. crinita began to appear at this 

depth in the waters of profile 2 [21]. Studies conducted in 2017 at profiles 1–3 

at a depth of 0.5 m confirmed the dominance of G. barbata and E. crinita, with bio-

masses of 1412.4 ± 543.9, 1818.9 ± 476.2, and 3921.9 ± 776.2 g·m−2, respectively 

(79, 55, and 97% of the TMB). 

At profile 1 in 1977, benthic vegetation extended to a depth of 3 m, with mac-

rophytobenthos consisting almost entirely of species of the genus Ulva (95–100% 

of the TMB). By 2017, the vertical distribution of macrophytes had expanded to 

a depth of 5 m, with G. barbata dominating at 1 m (47%) and species of the genus 

Cladophora predominating at depths of 3–5 m (60% of the TMB) (Fig. 2). 

At profile 3 in 1977, Zostera noltei was noted at a depth of 1 m, in addition 

to species of the genus Ulva. It is notable that, with an increase in depth from 0.5 to 

1 m, the proportion of Ulva species decreased from 85 to 56 %, while the propor-

tion of Z. noltei increased from 15 to 40% of the TBM (Fig. 2) [26]. In 2017, 

the TBM index significantly exceeded the 1977 values, which is associated with 

the formation of nearly monodominant stands of G. barbata (97–100% of the TBM) 

(Fig. 2). 

Thus, an analysis of literary sources and our own data on the distribution of 

macrophytobenthos in the eastern part of Sevastopol Bay over nearly half a century 

shows that its distribution and composition have changed significantly. The most 

significant transformation of the plant component occured in the corner of the bay, 

where higher aquatic vegetation (Zostera marina, Z. noltei, Stuckenia pectinata, 

Zannichellia sp., Ruppia sp.) previously grew, but was replaced by thickets of per-

ennial algae (G. barbata and E. crinita). These changes can probably be explained 

by an increase in water salinity in the estuary zone of the Chernaya River [23]. 

5) Zernov, S.A., 1913. [On Studying Life of the Black Sea]. In: IAS, 1913. Zapiski Impera-
torskoy Akademii Nauk. Saint Petersburg: Imperatorskaya Akademiya Nauk. Vol. 32, 
iss. 1, 304 p. (in Russian).

6) Kalugina-Gutnik, A.A., 1974. [Bottom Vegetation of Sevastopol Bay]. In: AS USSR, 
1974. Biologiya Morya. Kiev: Naukova Dumka. Iss. 32, pp. 133–164 (in Russian).
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It was concluded in [23] that there has been a steady trend toward increased water 

salinity in both the surface and bottom waters in the eastern part of the bay in re-

cent decades. At a distance of about 1000 m from the river mouth, the salinity of 

the water was 17 ‰, during the low-water period, this figure reached 17.6–17.9 ‰ 

throughout the entire corner of the bay [23]. Second, the construction of the north-

ern and southern parts of the pier, piers and berths, as well as intensive dredging, 

caused changes in coastal sediment flows and decreased the degree of abrasion 

throughout the bay [28]. This may have led to a change in the composition of bot-

tom sediments. In the corner part of the bay, at profiles 3 and 4, where seagrasses 

previously grew on soft substrates, bedrock has become exposed, providing a sub-

strate for algae attachment. 

The transformation of the macrophytobenthos in the eastern part of the bay is 

characterized by a change in dominant species. The Ulva genus, which was previ-

ously predominant, is being replaced by G. barbata and E. crinita, whose popula-

tion continues to grow. 

Over the past two centuries, Sevastopol Bay has experienced intense anthro-

pogenic impact, evidenced by increased concentrations of nutrients in the water, 

reaching levels 1–2 orders of magnitude higher than in the open waters of the Black 

Sea [4–6, 10, 23]. The elevated concentrations of pollutants in the bay, including 

its eastern sector, have significantly impacted biotic components, particularly 

the structure of benthic phytocenoses. At all profiles of the eastern part of the bay, 

green algae were abundant, particularly C. laetevirens, Ulva intestinalis L., and 

U. rigida. These algae are indicators of eutrophication in the water. These algae,

as well as Callithamnion corymbosum and Ceramium virgatum, grow in polluted

water from domestic and industrial wastewater.

In recent years, considerable attention has been given to environmental protec-

tion measures aimed at reducing the inflow of pollutants into Sevastopol Bay. 

These measures undoubtedly impact the ecological situation in the bay. For exam-

ple, L. V. Malakhova with colleagues demonstrated that under current conditions, 

lower concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB 5) were found in the top 

layer of bottom sediments than at depths of 5 to 20 cm, indicating a decrease 

in anthropogenic pollution of the bay [12]. Perhaps the improvement in environ-

mental quality has manifested itself in a change in the dominant macrophyte spe-

cies. Thus, in 2024, G. barbata and E. crinita experienced mass growth in the stud-

ied part of the bay alongside Dictyota fasciola, Laurencia obtusa, Palisada perfo-

rata (Bory) K.W. Nam., and Vertebrata subulifera. These species usually inhabit 

areas with a relatively low degree of eutrophication 2).  

Conclusions 

1. Hydrobotanical studies conducted in the eastern sector of Sevastopol Bay

in 2017 and 2024 revealed significant changes in the vertical distribution of micro-

phytobenthos, alongside relative stability in the species composition of the domi-

nant macrophytes. Currently, Gongolaria barbata and Ericaria crinita dominate 

the benthic vegetation, and green algae (Cladophora laetevirens, Ulva intestinalis, 
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U. rigida) are also abundant. Notably, during this period, an increase in the contri-
bution of G. barbata (from 46–60 to 82–87%) was recorded, while the proportion 
of seagrasses decreased (from 12–30 to 7–9% of the TBM). 

2. Notably, in 2024, there was a decrease in TBM and the proportion of 
G. barbata and E. crinita in almost all profiles at a depth of 0.5 m due to the de-
structive impact of an extreme storm that occurred in the autumn 2023. Meanwhile, 
at depths of 1 and 3 m, the quantitative indicators of macrophytobenthos biomass 
were approximately twice as high as in 2017. 

3. A comparative analysis of the spatial distribution of macrophytobenthos 
for 1977–2024 revealed a significant changes in the plant composition, particularly 
in the corner of the bay, where the communities of higher aquatic vegetation (Zos-
tera marina, Z. noltei, Stuckenia pectinata, Zannichellia sp., Ruppia sp.) completely 
changed to perennial macrophytes (G. barbata and E. crinita). These changes can 
probably be explained by an increase in water salinity in the estuary zone of the Chy- 
ornaya River, as well as changes in coastal sediment flow dynamics. In the eastern 
part of the bay, Ulva species were replaced by G. barbata and E. crinita during this 
period, which may indicate a trend toward improvement in environmental condi-
tions. 
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Abstract 

The paper studies toxicity of drilling and cementing fluids, used in offshore oil and gas op-

erations, at concentrations of 10, 50, 100, 500 and 1000 mg/L for the mass species of ben-

thic marine communities in the coastal part of the Black Sea: the eelgrass Nanozostera 

noltii and the amphipod Chaetogammarus olivii. The paper analyses effect of these toxic 

mixtures on the increase in biomass, leaves and roots of the eelgrass and on the survival of 

amphipods after 10, 20 and 30 days of exposure. Drilling fluid was shown to be more toxic 

than cementing fluid for the test organisms. Exposure to 10 mg/L of drilling fluid reduced 

the plant biomass growth by 49% after 10 days and by 62 and 78% after 20 and 30 days, 

respectively. With increase in the drilling fluid concentration to 50–100 mg/L, this indicator 

continued to decline rapidly to 60–80% relative to the control, and at a concentration of 

500–1000 mg/L, the plants died. The roots of eelgrass were more sensitive to the toxicant 

than the leaves: the root growth showed a marked tendency to decrease by 48% relative 

to the control at toxicant concentrations of 50–100 mg/L after only 10 days. The harmful 

effect of the cementing fluid on the eelgrass was less pronounced than that of the drilling 

fluid. Exposed to the cementing fluid, the plants died at the highest concentration of 

the toxicant (1000 mg/L) after 30 days. No significant differences were found between 

the leaf growth in the test and control variants, but the root growth decreased significantly 

by 64 and 90% at 10 and 20 days at cementing fluid concentrations of 500 and 1000 mg/L, 

respectively. Throughout the experiment, the survival rate of the crustaceans exposed to 

over 10 mg/L drilling fluid was significantly lower than the control (30–85%). During 

exposure to the cementing fluid, however, significant differences were observed only 

at the highest concentration of 1000 mg/L. An ecotoxicological assessment of substances 

used in oil well drilling is necessary to determine their hazard when used in oil and gas 

production, as well as to select optimal components in their composition that contribute to 

reducing environmental damage to benthic marine communities. 
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©  Rudneva I .  I . ,  Sha ida V.  G. ,  Medyankina M.  V. ,  Shaida  О.  V. ,  2025  

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 

International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License 

ISSN 2413-5577, Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea, 2025, No. 3, pp. 81–95. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________
_______ 



82  Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025 

For citation: Rudneva, I.I., Shaida, V.G., Medyankina, M.V. and Shaida, О.V., 2025. 

Effects of Drilling and Cementing Fluids on Indicator Species in Marine Coastal Benthic 

Systems. Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea, (3), pp. 81–95. 
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Аннотация 
Исследовали токсичность используемых в морских нефтегазовых операциях бурово-

го раствора и тампонажной жидкости в концентрации 10, 50, 100, 500 и 1000 мг/л для 

массовых видов бентосных морских сообществ прибрежной части Черного моря – 

зостеру Nanozostera noltii и амфипод Chaetogammarus olivii. Анализировали влияние 

этих токсичных смесей на прирост биомассы, листьев и корней зостеры и на выжива-

емость амфипод через 10, 20 и 30 сут. Показана бо́льшая токсичность бурового рас-

твора по сравнению с тампонажной жидкостью для исследуемых организмов. 

Под воздействием бурового раствора в концентрации 10 мг/л прирост биомассы рас-

тения снизился на 49 % через 10 сут после начала эксперимента, а через 20 и 30 сут – 

на 62 и 78 % соответственно. При повышении концентрации бурового раствора до 50 

и 100 мг/л этот показатель продолжал интенсивно снижаться до 60 и 80 % соответ-

ственно по отношению к контролю, а при концентрации 500 и 1000 мг/л растения 

погибли. Корни зостеры оказались более чувствительны к действию токсиканта, 

чем листья: прирост корней имел выраженную тенденцию к снижению на 48 % 

по отношению к контролю при концентрациях токсиканта 50 и 100 мг/л уже через 

10 сут. Вредное влияние тампонажной жидкости на зостеру было выражено в мень-

шей степени, чем влияние бурового раствора. Под воздействием тампонажной жид-

кости в самой высокой концентрации (1000 мг/л) растения погибли через 30 сут ин-

кубации. Достоверных различий между приростом листьев в опытных и контрольных 

вариантах не установлено, но прирост корней уже на 10 и 20 сутки достоверно 

уменьшился на 64 и 90 % при концентрациях тампонажной жидкости 500 и 1000 мг/л 

соответственно. На протяжении всего эксперимента выживаемость ракообразных, 

экспонированных в растворах с концентрацией бурового раствора более 10 мг/л, бы-

ла достоверно ниже контроля на 30–85 %, тогда как при инкубации в растворах 

с тампонажной жидкостью достоверные различия отмечены только при самой высо-

кой концентрации 1000 мг/л. Экотоксикологическая оценка токсичности веществ, 

применяемых при бурении нефтяных скважин, необходима для определения их опас-

ности при нефте- и газодобыче, а также для выбора оптимальных компонентов в их 

составе, способствующих снижению экологического вреда для донных морских со-

обществ.   

Ключевые слова: Черное море, нефтегазовый комплекс, амфиподы, зостера, биоте-

стирование 
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Introduction 

The operation of offshore oil and gas facilities inevitably releases byproducts 

into the environment, and the rapid expansion of these activities significantly am-

plifies this impact. Coastal areas, characterized by high biological productivity, are 

extensively utilized for fishing, aquaculture, recreation, sports, shipping, and min-

eral extraction. These regions experience maximal and multifaceted anthropogenic 

stress, which adversely affects natural ecosystems, leading to their transformation 

and degradation, often resulting in the complete loss of resources or the impossibil-

ity of their use due to pollution and the mortality of aquatic organisms. To analyze 

such harmful processes and identify ways to prevent them, ecotoxicological meth-

ods are used. These methods, applied in both natural and laboratory settings, enable 

the assessment of the consequences of anthropogenic compounds entering the ma-

rine environment, evaluating their effects on natural systems, determining pollutant 

behavior, establishing permissible levels, and assessing their impact on marine biota. 

Offshore oil and gas development releases not only oil and its derivatives but 

also drilling fluids (DFs) and other components used in well construction into 

the marine environment. DFs are complex mixtures comprising water, suspensions, 

emulsifiers, aerated liquids, organic solvents, heavy metals, and clay, used to flush 

wells during drilling [1, 2]. After use, DFs are classified as industrial waste and 

require proper disposal due to their toxicity, mutagenic and carcinogenic proper-

ties. In addition, cementing fluids (CFs) are used during drilling to cement wells. 

They also have a complex composition and contain hazardous and toxic substances 

[3, 4]. The volume of these components entering the marine environment is ex-

pected to increase, as the number of wells drilled rose from 39,000 in 2020 

to 49,600 in 2022, with projections estimating up to 60,000 wells by 2026 [5]. 

Oil spills primarily affect surface waters and their inhabitants, whereas DF 

emissions impact benthic communities. Information on the pollution of the marine 

environment and aquatic organisms by DFs and other substances used in drilling 

operations is limited and inconsistent [6, 7]. The effects may vary significantly 

among representatives of different taxonomic groups [8, 9]. 

Macrophytes and higher aquatic vegetation, mainly represented by eelgrass 

in coastal benthic biocenoses, are highly vulnerable to drilling operations [10]. These 
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plants form a unique group, widely distributed in seas and oceans. Their communi-

ties play a critical role in the structure and functioning of coastal ecosystems, serv-

ing as food and habitat for numerous marine organisms, including commercially 

important species. Eelgrass exhibits high productivity [11, 12] and, alongside other 

marine macrophytes, contributes to the utilization of biogenic elements, such as 

carbon, which is essential for biosphere exchange and biogeochemical cycles. 

Seaweed and seagrass ecosystems support grazing, detrital, and food webs, stabi-

lize sedimentary deposits, and play an important role in global carbon and nutrient 

cycles. These ecosystems host diverse flora and fauna, forming complex food 

chains [12]. The annual ecological value of one acre of seabed covered with algae 

and seagrasses is estimated to range from $9,000 to $28,000. Aquatic vegetation 

biocenoses perform many ecosystem functions, including storm protection, provi-

sion of food for commercial fish and invertebrates, and nutrient and carbon cycling, 

which are crucial for understanding the current state of nutrient cycles in the bio-

sphere [13, 14]. However, eelgrass communities face intense anthropogenic impacts, 

particularly from the oil and gas industry, due to pollution from oil, dispersants, 

DFs, and heavy metals [15–18]. These plants absorb and accumulate components 

of these substances, making eelgrass an effective phytoremediator and indicator 

of polluted waters. Eelgrass is widely used in ecotoxicological studies to assess 

the accumulation and toxicity of various pollutants, necessitating comprehensive 

data on its responses to develop criteria for maximum permissible doses [16]. 

Intense anthropogenic activity has an extremely negative effect on eelgrass 

[19]. The plant’s capacity to actively accumulate pollutants enables its use as a bio-

indicator for assessing the ecological state of coastal marine zones and in develop-

ing test systems for analyzing the toxicity of harmful substances. However, 

the concentrations of toxicants must be considered, as they can produce variable 

effects, as demonstrated in the case of oil pollution [20]. 

Amphipods are widely distributed in coastal zones and dominate benthic 

communities, including eelgrass beds. They are used in ecotoxicological studies 

due to their adaptability to laboratory conditions and sensitivity pollutants. As they 

lack larval stages, both juvenile and sexually mature adult crustaceans serve as test 

organisms [21, 22]. 

The study aims to investigate the toxicity of water-based DFs and CFs used 

in well cementing on dominant benthic species in the coastal Black Sea, specifical-

ly the seagrass Nanozostera noltii (Hornemann) and amphipods inhabiting its beds, 

Chaetogammarus olivii (H. Milne Edwards, 1830). The research evaluates the ef-

fects of stress induced by DFs and CFs from oil and gas production on the survival, 

growth, and development of these aquatic organisms, comparing the toxicity of 
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these substances based on the responses of test organisms from the seagrass and 

crustacean communities. 

Material and methodology 

DF is a viscous, light brown liquid with an ammonia-like odor, a pH of 10–11, 

a boiling point above 100°C, and a relative density at 20°C of 1.1–2.0. It is misci-

ble with water and contains sodium chloride, silica and other additives. The sub-

stance is stable under normal conditions. CF, used for well cementing, primary 

consists of a dry cement mixture, defoamers, propylene glycol, calcium com-

pounds, and other additives. 

Eelgrass and amphipods were collected from the coastal area of Kazachya Bay 

(Sevastopol region) and immediately transported to the laboratory. The plants were 

washed to remove dirt and epiphytic flora and acclimated to experimental condi-

tions in seawater for 3 days at (22 ± 2)°C. Toxicological experiments were 

conducted in accordance with established recommendations 1). 

One-year-old vegetative eelgrass shoots, with an average weight of 328.5 ± 56 mg, 

were placed in 1.5 L glass containers (1 L working volume), with three plants per 

container, maintained at (22 ± 2)°C under constant artificial lighting of 1500 lux. 

Sexually mature adult amphipods were placed in 500 mL aquariums, with 10 indi-

viduals per aquarium, and acclimated to experimental conditions for one week un-

der natural light (12-hour daylight duration) at (22 ± 2)°C. Experiments were 

carried out in triplicate over 30 days. 

Solutions of the test substances at concentrations of 10, 50, 100, 500 and 

1000 mg/L were added directly to the water. Natural seawater with a salinity of 

18‰, without added substances, served as the control. The water was replaced 

every 5–7 days. Plant biomass, including leaves and roots, was measured every 

10 days. The effect of toxicants on crustaceans was assessed by mortality every 

10 days over 30 days. During the experiment, amphipods were fed crushed brown 

algae and dried daphnia. 

The results were statistically processed, and the mean value M and standard 

error of the mean m were calculated. Comparisons were performed using Student’s 

t-test at a significance level of p < 0.05. The correlation between toxicant concen-

trations and amphipod survival rates was assessed using the CURVEFIT software 

(version 2.10–L). 

1) Federal Agency for Fishery, 2009. On the Approval of Methodological Guidelines for the Deve-

lopment of Water Quality Standards for Water Bodies of Fishery Significance, Including Standards

for Maximum Permissible Concentrations of Harmful Substances in Waters of Water Bodies of

Fishery Significance: Order of the Federal Agency for Fishery of the Russian Federation dated

August 04, 2009, No. 695. Moscow: Federal Agency for Fishery.
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Results 

The results revealed patterns and characteristics of the effects of toxicants 

on the indicator species of benthic systems. Variable effects of DFs and CFs 

on eelgrass growth and development were observed at different concentrations 

(Figs. 1–3). As shown in Fig. 1, 10 days after the experiment began, a significant 

(p < 0.05) reduction in plant biomass growth was observed at DF concentrations of 

50 mg/L and higher compared to the control. A similar effect was noted after 

20 days at a lower DF concentration of 10 mg/L, while at concentrations of 500 

and 1000 mg/L, the plants died. After 30 days, the trend of reduced plant biomass 

growth relative to the control persisted, but the differences were not statistically 

significant. No correlation was found between DF concentrations and eelgrass 

biomass growth. 

F i g .  1 .  Increase in seagrass N. noltii biomass (mg/speci- 

men, Mean ± SEM) exposed to drilling fluid (a) and ce-

menting fluid (b) in concentrations of 10 (EG10), 50 (EG50), 

100 (EG100), 500 (EG500) and 1000 (EG1000) mg/L 
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When incubating eelgrass in solutions of toxicants at the studied concentra-

tions for 10 days, no differences were observed compared to the control, although 

a trend toward reduced biomass growth was noted. After 20 days, a significant 

(p < 0.05) reduction in plant growth was observed at all tested concentrations. 

After 30 days, plants exposed to 1000 mg/L died, while no significant differences 

were found in the remaining experimental groups compared to the control. No cor-

relation was found between toxicant concentrations and eelgrass biomass growth. 

Changes in eelgrass leaf growth of under the influence of toxicants are shown 

in Fig. 2. DFs at the studied concentrations did not significantly affect leaf growth 

throughout the experiment, although a trend toward reduced growth was observed 

at high concentrations (500 and 1000 mg/L). When incubating eelgrass in a medium 

F i g .  2 . Growth of seagrass N. noltii leaves 

(pcs./specimen, Mean ± SEM) exposed to drilling fluid (a) 

and cementing fluid (b) in concentrations of 10–1000 mg/L. 

Notation: See Fig. 1 
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with CFs, no significant differences from the control were observed after 10 days. 

After 20 days, a significant (p < 0.05) reduction in leaf growth was detected at low 

concentrations (10 and 50 mg/L), but not at higher concentrations. After 30 days, 

no differences were found between the control and experimental groups at any 

concentration, except at 1000 mg/L, where the plants died. No correlation was 

found between leaf growth and the concentrations of either toxicant. 

Fig. 3 shows data on the effects of the tested toxicants on eelgrass root growth. 

A significant (p < 0.01) reduction in root growth was observed for plants incubated 

in DFs at a concentration of 500–1000 mg/L after 10 days. After 20–30 days, 

F i g .  3 .  Growth of seagrass N. noltii roots (pcs./speci- 

men, Mean ± SEM) exposed to drilling fluid (a) and cement-

ing fluid (b) in concentrations of 10–1000 mg/L. Notation: 

See Fig. 1 
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the same effect was observed at lower DF concentrations of 10 and 50 mg/L. After 

10 days, a moderate correlation was identified between root growth and toxicant 

concentration (Y = 610 − 420.9X, r = 0.490, R2 = 0.37). 

When incubating eelgrass in media with varying toxicant concentrations, 

a significant (p < 0.01) reduction in root growth was observed after 10 days at con-

centrations of 500 and 1000 mg/L. This effect persisted after 20 and 30 days, but 

at 1000 mg/L after 30 days, the plant died. A moderate correlation was identified 

between root growth and toxicant concentration after 10 days (Y = 0.94  ̶ X, r = 0.39, 

R2 = 0.23). 

Fig. 4 presents data on the survival of amphipods exposed to DFs and CFs. 

A significant (p < 0.05) reduction in amphipod survival was observed after 10 days 

at a DF concentration of 50 mg/L. After 20 days of exposure to media with DFs, 

a significant (p < 0.05) reduction in amphipod survival was detected at concentra-

tions of 100 mg/L and higher. A strong correlation was identified between amphi-

pod survival and DF concentration (Y = 54.4 − 0.05X, r = 0.87, R2 = 0.89). 

F i g .  4 .  Survival of amphipods (%, Mean ± SEM) exposed 

to drilling fluid (a) and cementing fluid (b) in concentrations 

of 10–1000 mg/L. Notation: See Fig. 1 
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After 30 days, in the experimental groups with DFs, the trend persisted, but  

the correlation was weaker (Y = 41.9 − 0.04X, r = 0.48, R2 = 0.59). When amphi-

pods were maintained in solutions with varying concentrations of toxic substances, 

a significant reduction in survival was observed at a concentration of 1000 mg/L 

across all study periods, but no correlation was found between survival and toxi-

cant concentration.   

Discussion of research results 

The results demonstrated the toxic effects of the tested substances on repre-

sentative species of the benthic community, including eelgrass and amphipods. 

The observed effects varied with toxicant concentration and exposure duration, 

enabling assumptions about the mechanisms of toxicity and potential consequences 

for the studied benthic organisms. 

Our studies demonstrate that eelgrass biomass growth decreased by 49% after 

10 days of incubation in media containing DFs at a concentration of 10 mg/L. 

With continued exposure, the reduction in biomass growth at this DF concentration 

was 62–78%. At higher concentrations (50–100 mg/L), biomass growth continued 

to decline significantly (by 60–80% compared to the control), and at concentrations 

of 500–1000 mg/L, the plants died. Other researchers have also reported reduced 

productivity (in terms of carbon absorption and growth rate) in seagrass of the genus 

Thalassia after 10 days of exposure to DF concentrations of 200 and 1000 μL/L 

[17]. However, our studies found no differences in leaf growth between eelgrass 

exposed to DFs and the control, whereas root growth showed a marked reduction 

(by 48%) compared to the control at toxicant concentrations of 50–100 mg/L after 

just 10 days. In subsequent periods, this trend was observed across all tested con-

centrations. Notably, eelgrass root growth is influenced by many factors, including 

soil substrate, oxygen availability, biogenic elements, water mixing, and the pres-

ence of toxicants, as confirmed by our findings. Thus, different plant parts responded 

differently to the effects of DFs, with roots being more sensitive to adverse effects 

than leaves, consistent with findings from other researchers [23]. 

The toxic effect of CFs on eelgrass was less pronounced than that of DFs. 

At the highest CF concentration (1000 mg/L), plants died after 30 days of incu-

bation. After 10 days, no differences in biomass or leaf growth were observed 

between the control and experimental samples across all tested concentrations, but 

root growth was significantly reduced at CF concentrations of 500–1000 mg/L. 

In subsequent experimental periods, leaf growth remained comparable to the control, 

whereas biomass growth was significantly reduced after 20 days at CF concentration 

of 50 mg/L and higher. Root growth inhibition persisted at these concentrations 

from 20 to 30 days, but biomass growth after 30 days showed no significant differ-

ence from the control. Thus, it is possible to note different effects of the toxicant 
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on different parts of the plant, which was established when studying the effect of 

DFs on eelgrass. Notably, roots were more sensitive to the effects of CFs than 

leaves, as similarly observed with DFs. 

It has been demonstrated that various toxins, including nutrients and sulfides 

at high concentrations, can severely impair the growth and survival of the eelgrass 

population [19]. Different plant parts can react differently to toxicants, including 

biogenic elements, associated with a higher affinity of leaves to ammonium com-

pared to roots. A negative effect on Zostera noltii biomass growth was observed 

at sulfide concentration below 200 μmol/L. Under natural conditions, eelgrass 

habitat expansion did not occur at sulfide concentrations exceeding 1000 μmol/L, 

which is associated with reduced root viability upon contact with sulfides. However, 

researchers have noted that the productivity of T. testudinum in laboratory and field 

conditions unaffected by DFs after 6- and 12-week exposure periods [24], confirm-

ing the need to investigate different effects of DFs on benthic flora species. 

The impact of DFs on eelgrass can be both direct and indirect. Indirect effects 

of drilling and DFs arise from habitat degradation.  During well drilling, numerous 

suspended particles are generated, significantly reducing water transparency and 

impeding sunlight penetration. This inhibits photosynthetic processes in plants and 

suppresses their growth, including that of epiphytic microflora [25]. When sus-

pended particles settle, they form a layer that restricts nutrient supply to eelgrass 

roots, an effect particularly pronounced with CFs, as demonstrated in our studies. 

Consequently, nutrient exchange between the environment and the plant is disrupted. 

Additionally, the introduction of xenobiotics into water alters its physicochemical 

properties, further negatively affecting the survival and growth of aquatic organisms. 

The direct impact of DFs has a toxic effect due to the presence of heavy metals 

and organic compounds, which accumulate in plants and impair their physiological 

functions. This results in the inhibition of overall plant growth and that of specific 

parts (leaves and roots), as demonstrated in our study, as well as the suppression of 

dispersal and reproduction. Furthermore, eelgrass beds may become unsuitable 

habitats for other marine organisms, such as amphipods, fish, and mollusks, that 

rely on them. 

For example, under natural and experimental conditions, researchers have ob-

served changes in the abundance of benthic invertebrates. Macrofauna exposed to 

DFs or clay used in well cementing exhibited significantly reduced abundance com-

pared to the control group [26]. Our studies demonstrated that CFs were less toxic 

to amphipods than DFs. Throughout the experiment, the survival rate of amphipods 

exposed to DF solutions at concentrations above 10 mg/L was significantly lower 

(by 30–85%) than the control, whereas during incubation in CF solutions, signifi-

cant differences were observed only at the highest concentration of 1000 mg/L, 
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when this indicator was 46% lower compared to the control group. Thus, the toxic 

effects on amphipods were specific to CFs and DFs. 

Researchers have observed that, under natural conditions, some seagrasses 

were less sensitive to oil, dispersed oils and DFs than intertidal communities, in-

cluding corals, sponges, echinoderms, mangroves, invertebrates and mollusks [27]. 

Notably, the number of benthic invertebrates was significantly reduced by DFs 

in laboratory settings, but these effects were not observed in natural environments. 

In field conditions, invertebrate density was comparable between control and 

DF-treated areas but significantly lower than in laboratory controls, while species 

diversity remained consistent between field and laboratory conditions [23]. 

The global trend of increasing oil and gas production in coastal marine areas 

poses a significant threat to benthic ecosystems and their inhabitants. Changes 

in the physicochemical properties of water, increased turbidity, and reduced light 

availability for aquatic organisms can trigger cascading effects across the marine 

ecosystem. Given the critical role of seagrasses and their associated invertebrates 

in coastal ecosystems, this study highlights the vulnerability of benthic communi-

ties to the introduction of DFs and their components, particularly under changing 

environmental conditions [28, 29]. 

Conclusion 

Long-term exposure to DFs and their components disrupts eelgrass metabolic 

processes, causes leaf mortality, and induces tissue degradation, threatening 

the overall health and viability of seagrass. Our studies demonstrated that, at a DF 

concentration of 10 mg/L, plant biomass growth decreased by 49% after 10 days. 

After 20–30 days, the reduction in biomass growth at this concentration was 62–

78%. At higher concentrations (50–100 mg/L), biomass growth declined signifi-

cantly (by 60–80% relative to the control), and at 500–1000 mg/L, the plants died. 

Eelgrass roots were more sensitive to DFs than leaves: no differences in leaf 

growth were observed between DF-exposed eelgrass and the control, whereas root 

growth was significantly reduced by 48% relative to the control at toxicant con-

centrations of 50–100 mg/L after just 10 days. The toxic effect of CFs on eelgrass 

was less pronounced than that of DFs. At the highest toxicant concentration 

(1000 mg/L), plants died after 30 days of incubation. No significant differences 

in leaf growth were found between experimental and control groups, but root growth 

was significantly reduced by 64–90% at CF concentrations of 500–1000 mg/L after 

10–20 days. Changes in the growth rate of seagrasses (eelgrass) and reductions 

in the number of benthic invertebrates, resulting from environmental disturbances 

and alterations in physicochemical properties, can lead to irreversible modifications 

of coastal benthic communities. CFs were less toxic to amphipods than DFs, 

as evidenced by a significant reduction (by 30–85%) in amphipod survival in DF 

solutions at concentrations above 10 mg/L compared to the control, whereas signif-

icant differences in CF solutions were observed only at the highest concentration of 

1000 mg/L. Consequently, measures to preserve ecosystems and mitigate the im-

pacts of offshore drilling are essential. Toxicity tests enable the evaluation of bio-

logical responses and determination of concentrations at which DF emissions and 
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drill cuttings discharges affect indicator species and test organisms. These impacts 

include changes in autotrophic and heterotrophic individuals/populations, commu-

nity structure, and energy flow processes within seagrass ecosystems and their as-

sociated invertebrates. Ecotoxicological methods facilitate the assessment of envi-

ronmental impacts throughout the drilling cycle. This integrated approach provides 

valuable insights into the consequences of drilling operations, supporting informed 

decision-making aligned with environmental safety principles and aiding in the 

development of environmental profiles and impact assessments for various waste 

management strategies. 
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Abstract 
The article considers solar and wind energy resources and their ecological potential 
in the Khazar Reserve on Ogurchinsky Island in the Caspian Sea. The methodological basis 
is formed by the empirical calculations for the preparation of a feasibility study and the crea-
tion, development and implementation of energy-efficient technologies based on solar-wind 
energy equipment in the Reserve. The paper provides an energy, economic and ecological 
assessment of a solar power station with a capacity of 10 kW∙h/day based on theoretical and 
methodological calculations and taking into account natural and climatic conditions. 
The station generates electricity (3658.34 kW∙h/year), saves organic fuel (1463.336 kg 
of equivalent fuel) and reduces harmful emissions into the biosphere: SO2 (30.41 kg), 
NOx (16.38 kg), CO (2.13 kg), CH4 (4.47 kg), CO2 (2339.64 kg), solids (3.19 kg). One 400 W 
wind turbine can generate 19.45 kW∙h/m2∙year, or an average of 1.62 kW∙h/m2∙month, with 
an equivalent reduction in fuel consumption of 7.78 equivalent fuel. The obtained scientifi-
cally substantiated results will contribute to the improvement of social, living, economic 
and environmental conditions of the island's inhabitants, the conservation of bioresources, 
and strengthening energy and environmental security. The results of the feasibility study 
will help implement various solar-wind technological complexes in the region. 
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в Хазарском заповеднике в Каспийском море 
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Аннотация 
Рассмотрены солнечно-ветровые энергоресурсы и их экологический потенциал в Ха-
зарском заповеднике на острове Огурчинском в Каспийском море. Методологиче-
ской основой послужили эмпирические расчеты для составления технико-экономи- 
ческого обоснования и создания, разработки и внедрения энергоэффективных техно-
логий на основе солнечно-ветрового энергооборудования в заповеднике. На основе 
теоретических и методических расчетов и с учетом природно-климатических усло-
вий дана энергетическая, экономическая и экологическая оценка солнечной энерге-
тической станции мощностью 10 кВт·ч/сут. Станция вырабатывает электроэнергию – 
3658.34 кВт∙ч/год, экономит органическое топливо – 1463.336 кг у. т. и сокращает вред-
ные выбросы в биосферу: SO2 – 30.41 кг, NOx –16.38 кг, CO – 2.13 кг, CH4 – 4.47 кг, 
CO2 – 2339.64 кг, твердых веществ – 3.19 кг. С помощью одной ветроустановки 
мощностью 400 Вт можно получить 19.45 кВт·ч/м2∙год электроэнергии (в среднем 
1.62 кВт∙ч/м2∙мес.), при этом эквивалент сокращения расхода топлива составит 
7.78 кг у. т. Полученные научно обоснованные результаты можно использовать 
для улучшения социально-бытовых, экономических и экологических условий обита-
телей острова, сохранения биоресурсов и укрепления энергетической и экологиче-
ской безопасности. Результаты технико-экономического обоснования помогут внед-
рению различных солнечно-ветровых технологических комплексов в регионе.  
Ключевые слова: солнечно-ветровые энергоресурсы, экологический потенциал, мате-
матическая статистика, Хазарский заповедник, остров Огурчинский, Каспийское море 
Для цитирования: Пенджиев А. М., Мамедов Б. М. Экоэнергетический потенциал 
солнечно-ветровой станции в Хазарском заповеднике в Каспийском море // Экологическая 
безопасность прибрежной и шельфовой зон моря. 2025. № 3. С. 96–114. EDN XKZNOE. 

Introduction 
Addressing the challenge of providing energy to protected areas and pastoral 

farms in the Karakum Desert, which are distant from centralized power grids, 
necessitates evaluating the potential of renewable energy sources (RES). This effort 
is also motivated by global climate change concerns and the need to enhance social, 
economic, and environmental conditions in remote regions of Turkmenistan. Tran-
sitioning to RES will reduce reliance on fossil fuels, thereby promoting ecological 
sustainability and preserving biodiversity [1]. 

Turkmenistan is undertaking all necessary measures to address this critical issue 
and is implementing comprehensive mechanisms in collaboration with internation-
al organizations to ensure environmental and technological sustainability. This was 
emphasized by the President of Turkmenistan during speeches at the 78 th session 
of the United Nations General Assembly and the 28th Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  



98  Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025 

Turkmenistan has eight state nature reserves (Repetek, Badkhyz, Kopetdag, 
Syunt-Khasardag, Kaplankyr, Amudarya, Koitendag, and Khazar) and 14 wildlife 
sanctuaries, covering a total area of 2.0 million ha, or 4% of the country’s territory.  

The Khazar Nature Reserve spans 270,000 ha, primarily located in the Caspian 
Sea. It supports over 600 plant species and hosts 466 bird species and 55 marine 
fish species, five of which are listed in the Red Book. Over 5 million birds migrate 
to the reserve annually for wintering. The reserve’s fauna includes rare and pro-
tected species, such as the Caspian seal, long-eared hedgehog, and goitered gazelle, 
alongside other species like the tolai hare, reed cat, sand cat, and foxes, characteris-
tic of the desert ecosystem [1–4].  

The Khazar Nature Reserve includes Ogurchinsky Island (Fig. 1), located 
in the southeastern Caspian Sea in Turkmenistan (39° 6' N; 53° 6' E). As the largest 
sandy island in the Caspian Sea, it lies 45 km offshore and forms a narrow spit, 
1–1.5 km wide and approximately 42 km long, extending from north to south. 
Electricity on the island is provided by diesel generators, with organic fuels (diesel, 
gasoline, kerosene, and liquefied gas) imported by sea, incurring substantial finan-
cial costs 1) [5–7]. The use of diesel fuel results in the emission of pollutants into 
the environment. 

F i g .  1 .  Location of Ogurchinsky 
Island (red dot) of the Khazar Nature 
Reserve in the Caspian Sea [6, 7] 

1) Gidrometeoizdat, 1989. [Scientific and Applied Reference Book on the Climate of the USSR].
Leningrad: Gidrometeoizdat. Series 3. Long-Term Data. Parts 1–6, 502 p. (in Russian).
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Systematic measures to ensure the island’s energy supply and enhance its eco-
nomic, food, water, and environmental security can be achieved using renewable 
energy sources, specifically solar and wind power plants integrated with modern 
“green” technologies. These measures will also support the conservation of the re-
gion’s biodiversity. Currently, energy provision in protected areas is limited: elec-
tricity is generated by low-capacity gasoline generators, and heating relies on lique-
fied gas.  

A primary drawback of using gasoline-powered generators in protected areas 
is the significant noise they generate, audible from a distance of 5–10 km, which 
disturbs the wildlife inhabiting these regions. Additionally, the combustion of fuel 
emits pollutants into the environment. 

The technical limitations of gasoline and diesel generators include a short engine 
lifespan (600–1,500 h) and high fuel consumption (350–500 g/kW∙h). These gene- 
rators are unable to handle heavy electrical loads and are unsuitable for round-
the-clock operation to power household, laboratory, and other electrical appliances 
[2, 3, 8]. Consequently, a key requirement for modern autonomous power sources 
is the ability to provide consistent, 24-hour power supply to consumers. Currently, 
the condition of existing power stations, which rely on gasoline and diesel genera-
tors, is considered unsatisfactory due to severe equipment wear and tear.  

These limitations can be addressed by deploying solar and wind power sta-
tions, tailored to local energy resources, thereby reducing the environmental impact 
of diesel and gasoline power stations. All of the above makes solving this problem 
undoubtedly relevant.  

The most energy-efficient option is to use the solar and wind energy potential 
of the Khazar Nature Reserve on Ogurchinsky (Ogurjaly) Island in the Caspian 
Sea. However, implementing solar and wind energy technologies requires develop-
ing detailed design and cost estimation documentation, along with a feasibility 
study (FS) to assess their applicability [1–3].  

Degree of development of the topic. The field of solar and wind energy has 
been advanced by the contributions of prominent scientists, including V.A. Baum, 
P.P. Bezrukikh, V.I. Vissarionov 2), V.M. Evdokimov, D.S. Strebkov, R.B. Bayra- 
mov, V.P. Kharitonov, U.A. Bekman, D.A. Duffy, J. Twidell, A. Angstrom, M. Jin, 
H.L. Wigley, and others 3) [3, 9–15]. 

2) Vissarionov, V.I., ed., 2008. [Solar Power]. Moscow: Izdatelskiy Dom MEI, 276 p. (in Russian).
3) Vasilev, Yu.S., Bezrukikh, P.P., Elistratov, V.V. and Sidorenko, G.I., 2008. Estimates of Renewable

Energy Resources in Russia. Saint Petersburg: Izd-vo Politekhn. Un-ta, 250 p. (in Russian).
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Turkmen scientists have made significant contributions to the field of solar 
energy use, achieving notable scientific and practical results. However, the main 
limitation of this research is its failure to account for the influence of natural and 
climatic factors, as well as the lack of systematic assessments of solar and wind 
energy resources, including their technical, economic, and ecological potential.  

An analysis of literature sources indicates that the Caspian Sea region and 
the islands of Turkmenistan possess significant RES. However, existing scientific 
studies lack assessments of energy efficiency, fail to evaluate economic feasibility, 
and overlook environmental priorities 2), 3) [3–5, 9–15].  

Based on the analytical studies of solar and wind energy technologies, 
the goals and objectives for researching the energy resource potential of solar and 
wind energy in the Khazar Nature Reserve have been established.  

The purpose of this study is to systematically evaluate the solar and wind ener-
gy potential through innovative computational methods and to assess the energy, 
economic, and environmental viability of developing and implementing renewable 
energy technologies in the region under study. 

The objective of this study is to summarize and evaluate the technical, econom-
ic, and ecological potential of solar and wind power plants on Ogurchinsky Island 
in the Khazar Nature Reserve, focusing on energy efficiency, fuel savings, and 
environmental impact. It aims to apply innovative computational methods to sys-
tematically assess the energy productivity of converting solar radiation into electri-
cal and thermal energy, determine the basic wind energy potential, and develop 
regression equations to forecast energy resources for the preparation of a FS. 

The subject of the study is the energy efficiency and environmental sustainabil-
ity of solar and wind power installations on Ogurchinsky Island.  

The scientific novelty of the research lies in the development of a systematic 
methodology for calculating energy efficiency, incorporating natural and climatic 
conditions and the application of solar and wind energy technologies. Additionally, 
it involves evaluating the economic and environmental potential of the Khazar 
Nature Reserve for implementing these technologies on Ogurchinsky Island and 
preparing a FS.  

Research methodology and methods 

The methodology and research methods employ a systematic approach, inte-
grating theoretical and practical assessments of solar and wind energy technologies 
to support the conservation of the island’s rich biodiversity and biological resources. 
The methodological framework includes empirical calculations for the preparation 
of a FS and the development and implementation of energy-efficient technologies 
based on solar and wind energy systems for farms in the region under study  2), 3) 
[3–5, 14]. 
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Meteorological characteristics of the island 

The energy resources of direct solar radiation reaching a horizontal surface 
under clear skies in Turkmenistan throughout the year range from 1,699.4 to 
1,793.0 kW·h/(m²·year) (146–154 kcal/cm²), while diffuse solar radiation under 
clear skies ranges from 372.3 to 453.0 kW·h/(m²·year) (32–39 kcal/cm²). 
On cloudy and overcast days, direct solar radiation decreases from 35 to 27%, 
with the diffuse component increasing to 25–40%. Across Turkmenistan, total 
solar energy varies from 1,687.7 to 1,897.2 kW·h/(m2·year) (145–163 kcal/cm2). 
The monthly distribution of the gross energy, technical, and economic potential of 
solar energy per square meter of surface area 1) is presented in Fig. 2 [3–7].  

As shown in Fig. 2, the island’s solar energy resource potential ranges from 
44 to 50 kW·h/(m²·month), with total solar radiation on a horizontal surface 
amounting to 1,685.4 kW·h/(m²·year) and an average monthly radiation of 
140.45 kW·h/(m²·month). The annual sunshine duration on the island is 2,668 h, 
with an average monthly sunshine duration of 222.3 h. In July, the sun rises at 4:44 
and sets at 19:16, and in January, it rises at 7:05 and sets at 16:55 1) [3, 4, 8].  

The temperature regime on the island varies seasonally. The average annual 
temperature ranges from 4.0 to 27.9°C. From May to October, the average tempera-
ture remains around 20.0°C, gradually decreasing to 17.5°C. In January, it reaches 

F i g .  2 .  Distribution of solar energy resource poten-
tials: gross Еоpi and technical Ei, converted into thermal 
Wтт and electrical energy Wтфi specific production into 
thermal Vтт and electrical Vтф energy on the territory of 
the island by month during the year 
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a minimum of 4.0°C. Climatic data indicate that the maximum average air tempera-
ture in January is 11.0°C, rising to 31.1°C in July. The minimum temperature drops 
to −0.4°C in January and rises to 23°C in July, with an average annual temperature 
of 11.0°C 1) [3–7].  

Wind resources. The extensive meridional extent of the Caspian Sea and 
the variety of atmospheric phenomena and circulation patterns result in a complex 
wind regime and uneven water temperature distribution on the island. These char-
acteristics are influenced by variations in natural and climatic conditions, synoptic 
situations, atmospheric phenomena, air temperature, and current direction, leading 
to fluctuations in wind speed 1) [3–5, 8, 9].  

Scientific research indicates that storm wind formation is influenced by ter-
rain characteristics and atmospheric circulation patterns. The average wind speed 
on the island ranges from 2.4 to 4.6 m/s, with an annual average of 3.3 m/s. Storm 
winds exceeding 25 m/s have been recorded. The wind rose 1) in the bay varies sea-
sonally, driven by changes in atmospheric air circulation [3, 4, 16, 17].  

Fig. 3 presents the average daily distribution of wind and solar energy poten-
tial by month of the year for Ogurchinsky Island. 

Wind directions in the Khazar Nature Reserve are influenced by atmospheric 
circulation and water temperature, ranging from 3% south to 26% west, with pre-
vailing winds from the west (26%), northwest (16%), northeast (15%), and south-
west (14%) 1).  

F i g .  3 .  Average daily distribution of wind (WP) and 
solar (SP) energy potentials on Ogurchinsky Island by 
month of the year 

Methodology for researching ecoenergy resources 

The calculation of solar energy potential was based on the methods 2) described 
in  [3–5, 12–16], adapted to the conditions of the Caspian region. As previously 
noted, no studies to date have utilized new methods that incorporate natural and 
climatic conditions, hydrometeorological factors, and assessments of technical, 
economic, and environmental indicators for regions in Turkmenistan [8–11].  

To assess the solar energy potential on the island, long-term meteorological 
data were considered, including sunshine duration; angles of incidence on inclined 
and perpendicular surfaces; hourly solar angles; solar movement parameters (dec-
lination relative to inclined surfaces and the horizon, sunrise and sunset times); 
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characteristics of diffuse radiation and albedo; and average monthly and annual  
outdoor air and surface temperatures for an operational solar power plant. Addi-
tionally, specific energy parameters of the solar power plant and local climatic fac-
tors were incorporated. 

To develop physical and mathematical models, certain assumptions were 
adopted: Ogurchinsky Island is regarded as an area with intense solar radiation 
reaching the surface, geographical and climatic conditions are assumed to be uni-
form across the island, and average annual meteorological data for the entire island 
were used [3–5, 9]. 

Optimal tilt angle of solar converters on the island. To maximize the efficien-
cy of solar energy technologies and installations year-round, the optimal tilt angle 
of solar converters must be determined, accounting for the geographical character-
istics of the installation site. The calculated optimal tilt angles for a solar receiver 
with an east-west orientation are 54° (−0.82930 rad) in winter, 24° (0.42418 rad) 
in summer, and an annual average of 39° (0.26664 rad). The energy productivi-
ty of photovoltaic modules as a function of tilt angle for Ogurchinsky Island is 
presented in Fig. 4 [2–4, 7, 19].  

Gross solar energy potential – the average annual total solar radiation reaching 
Ogurchinsky Island, serving as a key energy resource. 

To calculate the gross solar energy potential, long-term meteorological data on 
solar radiation incident on horizontal and optimally inclined surfaces were consid-
ered. These data were systematized by month (Еi, where i = 1, 2, ..., 12) 1) [3–5, 10, 
17–20]. 

F i g .  4 .  Receipt of solar radiation at different an-
gles of inclination of the photomodule, the angles 
equaling 0°; 24°; 54°; 39° (the optimal angle for 
Ogurchinsky Island) 
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The calculations were performed taking into account the average cosine of 
the angle θ of direct solar radiation relative to the normal during a 10-hour inter-
val – from 7:00 to 17:00 – for a photovoltaic module with an area of 0.24 m2. 
The average annual solar radiation per unit of horizontal surface area by month 
under clear skies Eopi, accounting for the module area, is calculated using the for-
mula: 

Еоpi = 
EПi

⟨cos θ⟩
= 

(1 – ε)Ei

⟨cos θ⟩
 = 456.2 kW·h/(m2·month), 

where EПi is the average annual direct solar radiation per unit of horizontal surface 
area by month, kW·h/(m2·month); Ei is the average annual total solar energy per 
unit of horizontal surface area by month, kW·h/(m2·month); cos  is the average 
cosine of the angle of incidence of solar rays on a perpendicular surface, varying 
from 24° in summer to 54° in winter;  is the radiation coefficient, ranging from 
0.14 to 0.28 (with an annual average of 0.221667) 1), 2) [3–5, 10, 14, 15]. The opti-
mal tilt angle for the island over the year is 39°. 

The total solar radiation E for a 10-hour daily interval from 07:00 to 17:00 
per unit of horizontal surface area of a photovoltaic module per year is calculated as: 

E = ∑ Ei = i 404.5 kW·h/(m2·year).

Consequently, the gross solar radiation potential WВ per 0.24 m² of the island’s 
area is:  

WВ = E·Sсэс = 404.5·0.24 = 97.08 kW·h/year, 

where Sсэс is the area of the solar power plant, m2. 
The technical potential of total annual solar radiation is defined as the amount 

of energy that can be converted into usable energy in compliance with environmen-
tal standards over the course of a year. In this study, it is calculated as the sum 
of thermal energy obtained from solar radiation conversion for water heating using 
a  solar collector 1), 2) with an area of 1.58 m2 and electrical energy generated by 
a photovoltaic module with an area of 0.24 m2 [3–5, 10, 14, 15]. 

Technical potential for converting solar energy to heat water using a water 

heater. The calculations utilized the parameters of the SCH-12 vacuum solar collec-
tor, which is thermally insulated with polyurethane foam and comprises 12 vacuum 
tubes with 14 mm diameter copper heat pipes. The collector has an area of 1.58 m², 
a weight of 41 kg, and dimensions of 2000 × 950 × 1420 × 1400 mm. It is designed 
for year-round operation and can withstand temperatures as low as −40 °C. 

The calculations also used thermal parameters, including water tempe- 
rature Т (60 °С); absorption intensity F(τα) (0.9); heat transfer coefficient 
FUL = 0.005 kW/(m2·°С); average monthly ambient temperature Toi, °С; latitude φ; 
declination angle δ; sunshine varying during the i-th month tCi, h/month; the num-
ber of clear and partly cloudy hours, along with operational time tРi, h/month 2), 3) 
[3, 4, 12–15].  

The technical potential of the solar collector Wттi per unit of collector area Sт 
during the operational period from 7:00 to 17:00 is calculated as: 
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Wттi

Sт
= EiF[(τα) – UL(T – Tоi)cos(–δ)

tPi
Ei

] = ∑ Wттi𝑖  = 102.65 kW·h/(m2·year),

where Sт is the area allocated for the heat collector, m2; F(τα) is the absorption in-
tensity, F(τα) = 0.9; FUL is the heat transfer coefficient, 0.005; Toi is the average 
monthly temperature, °С; δ is the declination angle, degrees; tРi is the operational 
duration of solar collector, h/month.  

The total of solar thermal energy potential Wтт for a 10-hour daily interval 
is calculated by summing the monthly contributions: 

Wтт = 102.65·Sт, 

where Sт is the area allocated for solar thermal installations, m2. 
The technical potential of electricity generated from the conversion of solar 

radiation. The calculations are based on the technical specifications of the SIM-30-
12-5BB silicon monocrystalline photovoltaic module, with the following character-
istics: area 0.24 m2; length 541 mm; width 439 mm; height 25 mm; power – 30 W; 
cell size 156 × 55.72 mm; operating voltage 18.67 V; and operating temperature 
range from −40 to 85 °C.  

The following photovoltaic module parameters were incorporated into the cal-
culation formulas: temperature gradient χ = 0.004 К–1; temperature Т1 = 298 К; 
efficiency η1 = 0.15; heat transfer coefficient λ = 40 W/m2·К; and absorption coef-
ficient α = 0.97 3) [3–5, 14, 15]. 

The average monthly operating temperature Ti of the photovoltaic module is 
calculated using the formula: 

Тi = 

Еi
tPi

[α – η1(1 + χT1)] + ⟨λ⟩Toi

⟨λ⟩ – 
Ei
tPi

η1χ
, 

where χ – temperature gradient, 0.004 К–1; Т1,i – temperature, 298 К; η1 – efficien-
cy, 0.15; λ – heat transfer coefficient, 40 W/m2·К; α – absorption coefficient, 0.97. 

The technical potential Wтфi for each month at the optimal tilt angle of the pho-
tovoltaic module (39°) is calculated based on the area of one photovoltaic module 
Sф, equal to 0.24 m2, using the formula: 

Wтфi

Sф
 = Eiη1[1 – χ(Ti – Т1)] = ∑ Wтфii   = 42.7·Sф,

where Sф is the area of one photovoltaic module, m2; Тi is the average monthly 
operating temperature of the photovoltaic module, К. 

The total annual technical potential, Wтф, W·h/year, is calculated by summing 
the values across the entire area of the photovoltaic module: 

Wтф = 42.7·Sф. 

The economic potential of solar energy represents the possible volume of solar 
radiation converted into thermal and electrical energy on Ogurchinsky Island over 
the course of a year, considering economic viability. The results are economically 
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justified for this region based on current prices for energy derived from conven-
tional sources and are expressed in tons of fuel equivalent, in compliance with en-
vironmental standards. 

To calculate the economic potential of solar energy for water heating, the fol-
lowing parameters were used: hot water temperature ТH = 60 °С and cold water 
temperature ТC = 15 °С; technical characteristics of solar collectors: F(τα) = 0.9; 
F·UL = 0.005 kW/(m2·°С); water consumption rate m = 100 kg/(person·day); col-
lector cost С = 400 $/m2; ТSL = 15 years; water heat capacity ср = 4.17 kJ/(kg·°С) 
[3–5, 18–20].  

The economic potential of solar thermal collectors installed at an optimal angle 
to the horizon is calculated using the formula: 

WЭТi = Vтi⋅SЭТ,

where Wэтi is the monthly economic potential (i = 1, 2, …, 12) (summed over all 
months of the year); SЭТ is the economically viable area of installed thermal collec-
tors.  

The thermal energy generated from solar radiation, Vтi, is calculated as: 

Vтi = EHiF[(τα) – UL(T – Tоi)
tCi
EHi

] = ∑ Vтi𝑖  = 8.5 kW·h/(m2·month),

where EHi is the monthly solar radiation, kW·h/(m2·year). 
The specific volume of solar energy generated determines the economic viabil-

ity and payback period of solar installations. 
The calculated volumetric heat output of a solar water heater, heating water to 

a temperature of up to 44 °C (m3/month), is presented in Fig. 5.  
The economic potential of solar radiation in the region increases with the amount 

of energy generated per unit of surface area of the solar collector, considering three 
key factors: the critical value of specific heat energy output, the economic parame-
ters of energy consumption, and the cost parameters of industrial energy produc-
tion, accounting for fuel costs and regional environmental factors.  

F i g .  5 .  Volumetric heating output of a solar water 
heater when heating 1 m3 water to a temperature of 
44°C by months 
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The calculation of the economic resource potential for obtaining electricity 

from the conversion of solar radiation is similarly determined by the expression: 

WЭФi = Vфi⋅SЭФ,

V = Eфiη1[1 – χ(Ti – T1)] = ∑ 𝑉𝑖  = 3.6 kW·h/(m2·month),

where Vфi is the amount of energy generated per unit area of the solar battery 
in the i-th month, kW·h/(m2·month); SЭФ is the economically viable area of installed 
solar photovoltaic modules, m2; Ефi is the average annual solar energy yield per 
unit area of the solar battery in the i-th month of the year, kW·h/(m2·month) 2), 3) [3, 
13–15]. 

Expected economic indicators of the solar power plant (SPP): the expected elec-
tricity output of a single SPP, comprising a single photovoltaic module with an area 
of 5.2 m² and a capacity of 100 W, oriented south at an optimal tilt angle of 39°, is 
5.01 kW·h/day or 60.4 kW·h/year. The total electricity generation for the SPP is 
1829.17 kW·h/year. The estimated cost of the SPP is $6,336.96, with a profitability 
of 6.76%. At an electricity cost of $0.055 per kW·h, the payback period for the pho-
tovoltaic SPP is 2.8 years.  

The ecological potential of solar radiation on the island contributes to the tech-
nical resource potential, which is converted into thermal, electrical, and other energy 
forms using technological equipment to reduce anthropogenic environmental im-
pacts from fossil fuel use [3–5, 17].  

The energy, economic, and environmental potential of a single photovoltaic mod-
ule on the island yields 42.77 kW·h/year, equivalent to an average of 3.6 kW·h/month 
of electricity, resulting in a reduction of 17.1 kg of equivalent standard fuel consump-
tion annually. The environmental benefits include reductions in harmful emissions 
as follows: SO2 – 0.3555 kg/year; NOx – 0.1915 kg/year; CO – 0.0248 kg/year; 
CH4 – 0.0522 kg/year; CO2 – 27.35 kg/year; and solid particles – 0.0373 kg/year.  

Solar radiation is used to convert energy to heat water to 44 °C. The energy, 
economic, and environmental potential of this process yields 102.65 kW·h/year, 
equivalent to an average electricity saving of 8.5 kW·h/month, with a corresponding 
reduction in fuel consumption of 41.1 kg of fuel oil annually. The environmental 
benefits include reductions in harmful emissions as follows: SO2 – 0.853427 kg/year, 
NOx – 0.459538 kg/year, CO – 0.05968 kg/year, CH4 – 0.125328 kg/year; CO2 – 
65.64826 kg/year, and solid particles – 0.08952 kg/year.  

Wind energy potential 

The HY-400L low-power wind turbine is designed for power generation. 
Its technical specifications are as follows: rated power of 400 W; maximum power 
of 500 W; rated voltage of 24 V; start-up wind speed of 2 m/s; cut-in wind speed of 
2.5 m/s; rated wind speed of 12 m/s; operating temperature range of −40 to 60 °C; 
maximum wind speed of 50 m/s; number of blades – 5; rotor diameter – 1.55 m; 
swept area – 1.89 m; overall dimensions – 118 × 47 × 27 cm.  

A single 5 m high wind turbine on the island can generate 19.45 kW·h/m2/year 
of electricity, equivalent to an average of 1.62 kW·h/m2/month, with a corresponding 



108  Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025 

reduction in fuel consumption of 7.78 kg. The environmental benefits include 
reductions in harmful emissions as follows: SO2 – 0.161706 kg/year; NOx – 
0.087073 kg/year; CO – 0.011308 kg/year; CH4 – 0.023747 kg/year; CO2 – 
12.43895 kg/year; and solid particles – 0.016962 kg/year 3) [3, 14–16].  

According to the results of the calculations, the use of solar radiation to con-
serve fuel can reduce the costs of various products and their energy-intensive 
production processes, enhance the ecological conditions, and improve social and 
living standards in the Caspian region of Turkmenistan.  

Statistical analysis of conditions 

Regression equations can be applied when developing a FS and calculating 
the power requirements of heating devices, as well as determining heat losses un-
der various climatic conditions for the construction of power stations or structures 
[3–5, 10–12].  

When preparing design and cost estimation documentation, including FS, 
for the construction of solar and wind energy facilities, hydrometeorological data 
from the Khazar Nature Reserve, along with quantitative estimates of their distribu-
tion, are essential to support the work of engineers, cost estimators, and designers.  

Hydrometeorological data were processed using mathematical statistics meth-
ods. The resulting data were approximated as a simplified scatter plot, represented 
by a linear regression equation in the form of a correlation ellipse. In a rectangular 
coordinate system, the linear regression equation is expressed as y = a + bx, where 
а represents the intercept and b denotes the regression coefficient. To analyze 
the impact of incident solar radiation on the energy output of a photovoltaic mod-
ule, a regression equation was developed, incorporating the angle of inclination: 
0° (horizontal position); 24° (summer period); 54° (winter period); 39° (optimal 
for the region). Additional factors considered include average, maximum, and min-
imum temperature regimes, sunshine duration, wind speed, cloudy day duration, 
precipitation, and soil temperature to forecast energy potential and calculate the coef-
ficient of determination, which quantifies the strength and closeness of the relation-
ship between variables. The resulting equations are presented below.  

An important stage in regression analysis is establishing the mathematical 
relationship between the dependent variable y and the independent variable x. 
Consequently, the dependent variable y – representing the angle of inclination of 
the photovoltaic module – was determined on a horizontal surface as follows: 24° 
for the summer period, 54° for the winter period, and an optimal annual angle of 
39°. The independent variable x corresponds to the intensity of solar radiation inci-
dent on the surface.  

The following regression equations for the tilt angles of photovoltaic modules 
were obtained: 

for 24°: y = 0.0004x + 0.1489;  R = 0.0012; (1) 
      39°:  y = 0.0008x + 0.1445;  R = 0.0079; (2) 
      54°: y = 0.0005x + 0.1385;  R = 0.0054; (3) 

0°:   in a horizontal position 
y = −0.0007x + 0.1435;  R = 0.0017. (4) 
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Electricity generation by a solar installation with one photovoltaic module: 
y = −0.0098x + 3.628;  R = 0.0018. (5) 

Regression equation for heat energy production by a single solar collector 
when heating water:  

y = −0.0239x + 8.7094;  R = 0.0018. (6) 
Hot water output, m3: 

y = −0.1885x + 77.435;  R = 0.0015.  (7) 
Electricity generation by a solar power plant with 10 photovoltaic modules with a 
capacity of 10 kW: 

y = 0.0164x + 4.9286;  R = 0.0026. (8) 
Regression equation and average wind speed dispersion coefficient: 

y = −0.0038x + 3.4333;  R = 0.0004. (9) 
Electricity generation by a single wind turbine:  

y = 0.0034x + 1.5988;  R = 0.0074.  (10) 
Using data from scientific climate reference materials and observations from 

the State Meteorological Service, regression equations were derived as follows: 
sunshine hours: 

y = 0.0573x + 7.46, (11) 
duration of sunshine: 

y = 3.3776x + 200.88, (12) 
average wind speed: 

y = −0.007x + 5.7788, (13) 
number of cloudy days: 

y = −0.1262x + 3.4621, (14) 
precipitation amount: 

y = −0.4336x + 11.485, (15) 
monthly soil temperature: 

y = 0.6538x + 12.0. (16) 

To assess the relationship between two variables, x and y, for the island over 
the course of a year, the following correlation coefficients R were calculated for 
the conversion of solar energy into electrical energy: 0.0018 for a single photovol-
taic module, 0.0018 for a thermal collector, and 0.0015 for hot water production 
volume. These values indicate a very weak correlation [3–5, 17, 20]. 

Using the regression equations (1)–(16), it is possible to forecast the range of 
annual variations for the following parameters: electricity generation by solar and 
wind power plants, average wind speed, number of cloudy days, precipitation 
amount, average air temperature, sunshine duration, and monthly soil temperature. 
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Discussion of results  
Based on research utilizing 

reference data and systematic 
theoretical and practical calcula-
tions, estimates were derived for 
the solar energy resource poten-
tial per square meter on Ogur- 
chinsky Island over the course 
of a year, encompassing gross, 
technical, and economic poten-
tial converted into thermal and 
electrical energy. The average 
monthly direct solar radiation at 
an optimal inclination angle of 
39° is 1900.5 kW·h/(m²·month), 
while the average annual amount 
of solar radiation incident on a ho- 
rizontal surface over a 10-hour 
daily interval is 1685.4 kW·h/m².  

The energy efficiency, eco-
nomic, and environmental po-
tential of a Sila solar power plant 
(SPP) with a capacity of 30 W 
and an area of 0.24 m2, a SCH-
12 water heater (WH) with a heat 
output reaching 44 °C and an area 
of 1.58 m2, and a 400 W wind 
power plant (WPP) are present-
ed in the table. The table indi-
cates that the technical potential 
of ten photovoltaic modules, 
each with an area of 0.24 m2 
and a capacity of 60 W, totals 
42.77 kW·h/year. The ecological 
resource potential of solar ener-
gy for conversion into electrici-
ty corresponds to a fuel con-
sumption reduction of 17.1 kg Pr
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of fuel equivalent per year. Additionally, the technical potential of a single SCH-12 
water heater with an absorption area of 1.58 m², capable of heating water to 44 °C, 
is 102.65 kW·h/year. 

The calculated expected values for the total energy productivity of WPP 
and SPP, when converting solar energy into heat and electricity, amount to 
164.87 kW·h/(m2·year), with associated reductions in harmful environmental emis-
sions per year as follows: fuel savings – 65.948 L/year, emission reductions of SO2 – 
1.3707 kg/year, NOx – 0.7381 kg/year, CO – 0.09585 kg/year, CH4 – 0.20129 kg/year, 
CO2 – 105.4401 kg/year, and solid particles – 0.14378 kg/year 3) [9, 15, 16].  

Fig. 6 illustrates the overall dynamics of the average daily energy productivity 
of WPP and SPP for electricity generation and thermal energy production, present-
ed by month of the year.  

The installation of 10 photovoltaic modules, each with an area of 5.2 m², 
on the island for laboratory research would yield the following results: an annual 
electricity generation of 1,829.2 kW·h, an average monthly generation of 60.4 kW·h, 
and an average daily generation of 5.0 kW·h/day. Monthly fuel savings would 
amount to 24.16 kg, with corresponding reductions in harmful emissions as follows: 
SO2 – 0.502163 kg/month, NOx – 0.270395 kg/month, CO – 0.035116 kg/month, 
CH4 – 0.073744 kg/month, CO2 – 38.62791 kg/month, and solid particles – 
0.052674 kg/month. 

The energy efficiency of the VSF-1 water heating system, when heating water 
to 44 °C, yields an annual output of 914.52 m3/year, with an average monthly out-
put of 76.21 m3.  

F i g .  6 .  Dynamics of average daily energy produc-
tivity of renewable energy sources, solar power plants, 
electricity and warm water production on Ogurchinsky 
Island by months: orange line – wind energy produc-
tion, blue line – solar energy production, green line – 
conversion of solar energy to heat. The numerals stand 
for months 
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To optimize the use of solar energy stations and installations throughout the year, 
it is essential to determine the optimal inclination angle of the solar converter based 
on the geographical location of the site. The calculated optimal inclination angles 
for a solar receiver with an east-west orientation on Ogurchinsky Island, by month, 
are as follows: 54° (−0.82930 rad) for winter; 24° (0.42418 rad) for summer, and 
an annual optimal angle of 39° (0.26664 rad).  

When designing a SPP with automated solar radiation tracking based 
on the inclination angle for Ogurchinsky Island, the graphs in Fig. 5 [2–4, 7] can 
be used.  

The expected environmental reduction potential for harmful emissions when 
using solar and wind energy technologies throughout the year on Ogurchinsky 
Island has been calculated as follows:  

– SPP: with an annual electricity generation of 164.87 kW·h/(m²·year), fuel
savings amount to 65.948 kg of fuel equivalent/year, with emission reductions of 
SO₂ – 1.3707 kg/year, NOx – 0.7381 kg/year, CO – 0.09585 kg/year, CH4 – 
0.20129 kg/year, CO2 – 105.4401 kg/year, and solid particles – 0.14378 kg/year 
[3, 4, 9, 16].  

– WH: with an annual output of 102.65 kW·h/(m2·year), fuel savings amount to
41.06 kg of fuel equivalent per year, with emission reductions of SO2 – 0.8534 kg/year, 
NOx – 0.45953 kg/year, CO – 0.0596 kg/year, CH4 – 0.1253 kg/year, CO2 – 
65.64826 kg/year, and solid particles – 0.08952 kg/year.  

– WPP: with an annual electricity generation of 19.45 kW·h/(m2·year), fuel
savings amount to 7.78 kg of fuel equivalent per year, with emission reductions of 
SO2 – 0.161706 kg/year, NOx – 0.087073 kg/year, CO – 0.011308 kg/year, CH4 – 
0.023747 kg/year, CO2 – 12.43895 kg/year, and solid particles – 0.016962 kg/year.  

The results, obtained using mathematical statistics methods for regression 
equations (1)–(16), are essential for implementing solar-wind energy complexes 
and power plants in the southern sector of the Caspian Sea.  

Conclusion 
The energy resources of solar radiation, along with their technical, economic, 

and environmental potential, have been evaluated based on the hydrometeorological 
and natural climatic conditions of the Khazar Nature Reserve in the Caspian Sea. 
These conditions include sunshine duration, the inclination angle of the optimally 
oriented receiver surface, the hour angle of solar declination, direct and diffuse radia-
tion, albedo, and average monthly and annual outdoor air temperatures. The energy 
parameters and operating time of a SPP with an area of 10.4 m2, oriented at an av-
erage annual optimal inclination angle of 39°, were analyzed. Calculations indicate 
an average annual electricity generation of 10.03 kW∙h/day, a total annual electricity 
generation of 3658.34 kW∙h, organic fuel savings of 1463.336 kg per year, and re-
ductions in harmful emissions as follows: SO2 – 30.41 kg/year; NOx – 16.38 kg/year; 
CO – 2.13 kg/year; CH4 – 4.47 kg/year; CO2 – 2339.64 kg/year; solid substances – 
3.19 kg/year. 
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The cost of an SPP with an energy output of 10 kW∙h/day is $12,673.9. 
The average daily energy consumption of the laboratory premises, when operating 
essential electrical appliances, is 10.03 kW∙h/day, with a cost of $0.055 per kW∙h, 
excluding transportation costs via the Caspian Sea. Preliminary calculations indi-
cate that the payback period for the photovoltaic SPP is 5 years and 6 months, with 
a profitability of 6.76% and a net profit of $2,234.01 over 10 years. 

The findings confirm that utilizing solar and wind energy resources is a priori-
tized, promising, environmentally sustainable, and economically viable solution 
for electricity supply, energy security, and other applications along the Caspian Sea. 

The results obtained from regression equations (1)–(16) will be valuable 
for preparing design and cost estimation documentation, as well as FS, to support 
the implementation of solar and wind energy technologies in the region.  

The implementation of these technologies will address various energy supply 
challenges at the Khazar Nature Reserve on Ogurchinsky Island. The adoption of 
modern electronic technologies will enhance the reliability of data obtained from 
flora and fauna observations, support the conservation of biological resources and 
biodiversity, improve social and living conditions for workers and residents, and 
reduce the anthropogenic impact on the ecosystem. These efforts will contribute 
to Turkmenistan’s National and State Energy, Socio-Economic and Environmental 
Sustainable Development Programs, as well as the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, the outcomes of the 28th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28), and other national and inter-
national initiatives. 
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Abstract 

The paper presents prototype wave buoy loggers designed to collect raw data from a built-in 

inertial motion unit without transmitting the data to the user. These buoys require mainte-

nance but have a significantly simpler design and much lower cost compared to unattended 

analogs, making them particularly useful for various coastal studies. The study aims to 

demonstrate that measuring wave parameters in field conditions with acceptable accuracy is 

achievable without loss of data quality. The buoys were tested in a field experiment at the

Black Sea Hydrophysical Sub-Satellite Polygon of Marine Hydrophysical Institute, Russian 

Academy of Sciences. Reference measurements were obtained using wire wave gauges 

installed on the Stationary Oceanographic Platform (44.393047°N, 33.984596°E). Three 

identical buoys were deployed near the platform using different mooring configurations: a 

heavy anchor with an elastic insert (rubber cord), a heavy anchor without an elastic insert, 

and a buoy suspended directly from the platform without an anchor. Continuous 

measurements were conducted over seven days, during which significant wave height 

varied from 0.2 to 1 m, and wind speeds ranged from 0 to 15 m/s, coming from east-erly, 

westerly, and northerly directions. Under these conditions, the root-mean-square error in 

estimating significant wave height was no more than 5–6 cm (both with and without 

the rubber cord), with the linear regression coefficient deviating from 1 by less than 5%. 

The root-mean-square errors for the spectral peak wave period and direction were 0.37–0.62 

s and 50–65°, respectively. These errors are comparable to the resolution of the applied 

methods and the natural statistical variability of wave parameter estimates. 

Keywords: buoy, wave gauge, inertial measurements, wind waves, wave parameters, 

oceanographic platform, field experiment 
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Волноизмерительный буй-логгер 

для прибрежных исследований 
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* e-mail: y.yurovsky@mhi-ras.ru

Аннотация 
Представлены прототипы волноизмерительных буев-логгеров, предназначенных 

для сбора исходных данных со встроенных в них инерциальных датчиков, без пере-

дачи их на берег. Буи такого типа нуждаются в обслуживании, но имеют существенно 

более простую конструкцию и низкую стоимость по сравнению с необслуживаемыми 

аналогами, что может быть востребовано в различных прибрежных исследованиях. 

Цель работы – продемонстрировать в натурных условиях, что предлагаемый тип буев 

может эффективно использоваться для измерения характеристик волнения без потери 

качества данных. Испытания буев проведены в натурном эксперименте на Черномор-

ском гидрофизическом подспутниковом полигоне Морского гидрофизического инсти-

тута РАН. В качестве референтной информации о волнах использованы данные изме-

рений струнными волнографами, установленными на стационарной океанографиче-

ской платформе (44.393047° с. ш., 33.984596° в. д.). Три одинаковых буя были уста-

новлены вблизи платформы с использованием разных вариантов удерживающего 

устройства: на массивном якоре с эластичной вставкой (амортизатором) и без нее, 

а также без якоря на подвесе с платформы. Непрерывные измерения велись в течение 

7 сут, в течение которых высота значительных волн менялась от 0.2 до 1 м, скорость 

ветра от 0 до 15 м/с при его восточном, западном, северном направлениях. В этих усло-

виях среднеквадратичная ошибка оценки высоты значительных волн составила не бо-

лее 5–6 см (с амортизатором и без него) при отклонении коэффициента линейной 

регрессии от единицы не более чем на 5 %. Среднеквадратичные ошибки периода и 

направления волн спектрального пика составили 0.37–0.62 с и 50–65° соответственно 

при измерении буем с амортизатором и без него. Такие ошибки измерений сопоста-

вимы с разрешающей способностью используемых методов и естественным статисти-

ческим разбросом средних оценок параметров волн.     

Ключевые слова: буй, волнограф, инерциальные измерения, ветровые волны, пара-

метры волн, океанографическая платформа, натурный эксперимент 
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научного фонда № 24-27-00153 «Волнографические измерения с помощью малогаба-

ритных буев: методология, валидация, перспективы миниатюризации». 

Для цитирования: Юровский Ю. Ю., Кудинов О. Б. Волноизмерительный буй-логгер 

для прибрежных исследований // Экологическая безопасность прибрежной и шельфовой 

зон моря. 2025. № 3. С. 115–127. EDN UVGARW. 

Introduction 

In marine research, episodic short-term observations of surface waves are often 

required for targeted experiments. This is particularly true in coastal research, such as 

when studying wave nonlinearity in the coastal zone [1, 2], wave interaction with 

currents [3], the formation of bottom sediments [4–6], beach and coastline dynamics 

[7, 8], and other phenomena [9–12]. In such conditions, traditional wave buoys, 
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designed for continuous monitoring of waves at any point in the ocean, are not 

always feasible due to their relatively high cost. For short-term coastal studies, many 

of their features are redundant, including autonomous power supplies, large memory 

capacity, multi-channel communication systems, and massive high-strength hulls. 

Additionally, specialized experiments often require up to several dozen such buoys 

to enable simultaneous measurements across a section or grid.  

In this context, it is practical to develop a simple wave measuring device that 

records only the measurements from a sensor sensitive to wave motion, such as a buoy 

logger. The increasing use of small, low-cost microelectromechanical inertial motion 

units (IMUs) in wave-measuring devices also supports this solution [11, 13–16]. 

The paper presents the results of field trials of a prototype device developed 

at Marine Hydrophysical Institute (MHI). The experiment involved three identical 

buoy samples configured differently. It is known that the retaining device can influ-

ence wave measurements by buoy sensors 1), 2) [2]. Thus, to extend the service life of 

the system and mitigate jolts when the hull interacts with steep waves, an elastic 

element, typically a section of rubber cord several meters long with maximum 

elasticity, is included in the anchoring device [17]. To demonstrate the effect of 

the retaining line clearly, three mooring options were tested: a standard anchor cable 

without an elastic insert, a cable with a highly elastic insert (within limits ensuring 

retention during the experiment), and a methodological option – a bifilar suspension 

without an anchor from the oceanographic platform. 

The aim of this study is to demonstrate in real-life conditions that buoy loggers 

built using readily available components can perform short-term measurements of 

wave characteristics with acceptable quality. 

Materials and methods 

Equipment 

The buoy is based on the MPU9250 inertial motion unit (IMU), which integrates 

a microelectromechanical accelerometer, gyroscope, and magnetometer. As previ-

ously demonstrated [14, 18], such IMUs, despite their relatively low cost, are suita-

ble for measuring sea wave characteristics. The buoy records initial measurements 

of three-axis acceleration, angular velocities, magnetic field, and IMU temperature 

at a sampling frequency of 25 Hz. These data are stored on a memory card with 

a capacity of up to 32 GB using an Atmega328p microcontroller synchronized with 

universal time via a DS3231-based real-time clock. 

1) Earle, M.D., 1996. Nondirectional and Directional Wave Data Analysis Procedures. NDBC 
technical document 96-01. Stennis Space Center, 43 p.

2) Gryazin, D.G., 2000. [Calculation and Design of Buoys for Measuring Sea Waves]. Saint Petersburg: 
SpbGITMO (TU), 134 p. (in Russian).
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The circuit is housed in a sealed plastic cylindrical hull, mounted on a printed 

circuit board rigidly fixed in the hull’s axial plane. The IMU is positioned within 

1.5  mm of the hull’s axis (the board’s thickness) and is vertically offset to align 

its center as closely as possible with the point of the hull’s resonant oscillations. 

The hull is equipped with a lenticular float, a 40 cm diameter disc with chamfers, 

made of 100 mm thick expanded polystyrene. A stainless-steel eyelet is attached 

to the hull’s base, connecting to a ballast (for adjusting the hull’s draft) and a retain-

ing cable via a swivel. 

Power is supplied by six 18650 lithium-ion batteries with a total capacity of 

approximately 48 W·h, positioned at the base of the hull on both sides of the board. 

For additional verification of measurement quality, a second IMU (a BNO055) 

was mounted on the back of the board. The axes of both motion units were aligned 

as closely as possible (within 180° rotation accuracy), and the distance between their 

centers was no more than 4 mm. 

Experiment 

The experiment was conducted in October 2024 at the Black Sea Hydrophysical 

Sub-Satellite Polygon near the Stationary Oceanographic Platform (Fig. 1). Bathy- 

metry data were sourced from https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products/etopo-global-

relief-model.  

Buoy 1 was deployed approximately 200 m from the platform at a location with 

a sea depth of about 27 m. A massive stone weight with a dry mass of approximately 

70 kg served as an anchor. The buoy was connected to the weight using an eight-

strand nylon cord with a core diameter of 8 mm. 

Buoy 2 was deployed at the same depth, but approximately 50 m closer to 

the platform. Unlike the first buoy, it was connected to the anchor cable via a 7 m 

long, 6 mm diameter nylon-braided rubber cord (hereinafter referred to as the rubber 

cord). The parameters of this rubber cord were chosen to prevent breakage during 

the experiment while ensuring maximum elasticity of the connection.  

Buoy 3 was positioned between two platform supports on a bifilar suspension 

made of nylon cord, approximately 8 m from the pile foundation. This setup was 

designed to evaluate the feasibility of conducting methodological work from the plat-

form without the need for more costly anchor-based deployments.  

Buoys 1 and 2 were deployed for approximately 7 days, while Buoy 3 was 

deployed only on the final day of measurements.  

Parallel measurements of wave parameters were conducted from the platform 

using wire-resistive wave gauges, which recorded sea surface levels with an accu-

racy of ±1 cm at frequencies up to 5 Hz [19, 20]. These measurement data serve 

as reference data in this study. Additionally, auxiliary meteorological observations 

were conducted using standard hydrometeorological instruments. Specifically, wind 

speed and direction at a height of 21 m were measured using a cup anemometer and 

wind vane. 
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F i g . 1 . Field experiment setup: a, b – buoy exterior design; c – deployment of 

Buoy 3 from the platform; d – deployment of Buoy 1 with anchor; e – satellite 

image of the study site with bathymetry overlay (URL: https://www.arcgis.com/

apps/View/index.html?appid=504e3ff67457481e839bb941a709350f); f – schematic 

depth profile illustrating buoy deployment configurations 

Data processing methodology 

In this study, the raw data from the buoys consist of time series of three-axis 

acceleration, angular velocity, and magnetic field, while wire-resistive wave gauges 

provide synchronous measurements of sea surface elevations at six points (the center 

and vertices of a pentagon with a 25 cm radius). To estimate wave characteristics, 

we applied a well-established method described in [21], which derives the frequency-

angle spectrum as a truncated Fourier series based on measurements of vertical dis-

placements and inclinations in two orthogonal planes: 
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S (f, ) = a0 +  an cos(n) + bn sin(n), (1) 

where f is the frequency and  is the wave direction (defined as the direction from 

which the waves propagate relative to the north). 

For measurements with wire-resistive wave gauges, instantaneous slopes  

and elevations z were estimated by fitting a plane (using the least squares method) 

based on six elevation measurements at points with known horizontal coordinates. 

The coefficients for formula (1) in this case are as follows: 

a0= C11 π,⁄     a1= Q
12

k⁄ π,     b1= Q
13

k⁄ π,

a2= (C11 – C22) k
2⁄ π,     b2=2 C23 k

2⁄ π, (2) 

where Сmn and Qmn are the real and imaginary parts of the spectrum estimate 

Smn = Сmn + iQmn. The subscripts denote the parameters for which the spectrum is 

calculated: 1 for elevations; 2 for slopes  x in the east-west direction; 3 for slopes 

 y in the north-south direction. The wave number is calculated using the dispersion 

relation k = (2πf)
2

g⁄ , where g is the acceleration due to gravity.

For buoy measurements, vertical accelerations were used in place of elevations, 

assuming the buoy closely follows the wave slopes. In this case, equations (2) take 

the form: 

a0 = C11 π (2πf)4,⁄     a1 = Q
12

k⁄ π (2πf)2,     b1 = Q
13

k⁄ π (2πf)2,

a2 = (C22 – C33) k
2⁄ π,     b2 = 2 C23 k

2⁄ π,

where subscript 1 denotes vertical acceleration. The slopes were calculated similarly 

to [14] from the measured angular velocities  taking into account the current orien-

tation of the buoy relative to true north: 

η
x
 = – (η

0x
sin(ϕ) + η

0y
cos(ϕ)) , η

y
 = – (η

0x
cos(ϕ) – η

0y
sin(ϕ)) ,

where η
0x

, η
0y

 are the angular velocities measured by the gyroscope, and the azimuth

angle , corrected for the local magnetic declination (7.3°) at the experiment site, 

was determined from the horizontal components of the measured magnetic field: 

 = Arg(mx + i my). Unknown offsets in the magnetic field measurements, arising

from the magnetization of buoy components, were determined using the condition 

that the absolute value of the geomagnetic field intensity vector М is constant:  

(mix – m0x)2 + (miy  −  m0y)
2
 + (miz – m0z)2 = M 2

,

where mix, miy, miz  are the magnetometer measurements at time i. 

Based on the calculated one-dimensional elevation spectrum 𝑆 (f ) = π a0,

the significant wave height was estimated as: 

Hs = 4√∫ S (f)df,

where the lower integration limit f1 was determined by the first local minimum 

in the elevation spectrum to avoid low-frequency noise inherent in measurements 
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with buoy IMUs [22] (this issue does not apply to measurements with wire-resistive 

wave gauges). 

The spectral peak frequency fp and its corresponding period Tp were determined 

based on the maximum of the elevation spectrum, provided that f > f1.  

The mean wave direction p at the spectral peak, according to [21], is given by: 

𝑝 = Arg(a1 + i b1).

The recordings were divided into one-minute sequential fragments, from which 

the squared Fourier transforms were calculated and then averaged over 30-minute 

intervals to obtain the spectrum estimate (equation (1)). 

Results 

The frequency spectra of elevations, derived from wave gauge and Buoy 1 and 

Buoy 2 measurements, are shown in Fig. 2 as a function of time for the entire meas-

urement period (results for Buoy 3, deployed for a significantly shorter period, 

are omitted for brevity). Wind speed during this period (Fig. 2, a) varied from 0 

to 15 m/s, with directions from the east, west, and north. Thus, during the week-long 

experiment, measurements were conducted under the most typical conditions for this 

water area. 

As shown in Fig. 2, b, which presents the reference spectra, various conditions 

were observed: fading waves and swells (October 3), developing wind waves 

(October 7 and 9), and several spectral peaks (October 4, 8, and 9). These features 

are also evident in the spectra derived from Buoy 1 and Buoy 2 measurements. 

However, these spectra differ from the reference spectra, with an underestimated 

high-frequency component f > 1.5 Hz and an overestimated low-frequency compo-

nent f < fp. The first effect arises due to the weak response of the hull to waves shorter 

than its characteristic size [23]. This effect has minimal impact on significant wave 

height estimates because the elevation spectrum decays rapidly with frequency f –4. 

The second effect can introduce significant errors in wave height estimates, 

as demonstrated in [22]. To address this, the estimate Hs in this study is calculated 

starting from the frequency f1, defined as the first local minimum in the elevation 

spectrum. This approach is equivalent to high-frequency filtering, commonly applied 

to raw measurement data from buoys 1). However, for measurements with wire-

resistive wave gauges, such filtering is unnecessary, as the spectral density at low 

frequencies (below the peak) is several orders of magnitude lower than in the spectral 

maximum region. 

The time series of significant wave heights calculated using this method are 

shown in Fig. 3, b. Notably, despite the absence of additional calibration, the results 

demonstrate strong agreement between the wave gauge measurements and all three 

buoy configurations across all setup types. 

The differences between the measurement data from the BNO055 motion unit 

and MPU9250 in this figure are within the thickness of the graph line and are there-

fore not shown. Thus, the consistency of results across six samples of two different 

motion unit models indicates that the factory calibration of these IMUs provides 

the specified accuracy (typically within a few percent). 
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F i g .  2 .  Wind speed and direction (a) during the experiment, frequency spec-

trum evolution from measurements of (b) wave gauge, (c) Buoy 1 without rub-

ber cord, (d) Buoy 2 with rubber cord 

Notably, more significant differences arise from the presence of an elastic rub-

ber cord in the retaining device, as evident for October 6 and 7. The differences 

between the measured and reference wave heights in these two cases have opposite 

signs. This is likely due to the complex current patterns observed during the experi-

ment, with strong currents often opposing the wind and waves. However, the influ-

ence of currents requires separate study and is beyond the scope of this work. 

Analysis of the calculated spectral peak wave periods (Fig. 3, c) shows strong 

agreement between observations and reference values. However, in cases of young 

waves superimposed on swell (October 4 and 9), discrepancies were observed when 

spectral peaks of similar amplitude at different frequencies produced an effect re-

sembling chattering. Notably, when a rubber cord was used (Buoy 2, orange line), 

this effect was significantly reduced. 
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F i g .  3 .  Wind speed and direction (a) during the experiment, time series of wave 

parameters estimated from measurements of wave gauge (black) and Buoys 1 

(blue), 2 (orange), 3 (green): b – significant wave height; c – spectral peak wave 

period; d – spectral peak wave direction 

The greatest discrepancies with reference measurements are observed in the es-

timates of spectral peak wave directions (Fig. 3, d). Although mean values are deter-

mined with high accuracy, short-term spikes occur, primarily during weak winds 

(between October 3 and 4, and after October 8). Notably, similar features, though 

less pronounced, are also present in reference measurements from wire wave gauges, 

due to the specifics of the directional spectrum calculation algorithm, which is re-

stricted to the first five terms of the Fourier series (equation (1)). The use of a rubber 

cord improves the accuracy of direction estimates (e.g., see Fig. 3, d, blue curve after 

October 8). The non-standard bifilar suspension from the platform exhibited unex-

pectedly small deviations from the reference values. 

Scatterplots for the three wave parameters discussed, Hs, Tp and p, are shown 

in Fig. 4, along with statistical metrics. For Buoys 1 and 2, which provide the most 
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data, high correlation coefficients for significant wave heights are observed, exceed-

ing 0.93, with a linear regression coefficient deviation from unity of no more than 5%. 

The root-mean-square error of measurements was  6 cm for setups with a rubber 

cord and 5 cm for those without. Notably, measurements were taken at spatially sep-

arated points, so a significant portion of this error is attributed to the statistical vari-

ability of Hs, which is typically 10–15% 1).

F i g .  4 .  Wave parameters: significant wave height (a, b, c), spectral peak wave 
period (d, e, f) , spectral peak wave direction (g, h, i) obtained by Buoy 1 (without 
rubber cord) (a, d, g), Buoy 2 (with rubber cord) (b, e, h), Buoy 3 (platform 
deployment) (c, f, i) compared with reference wave gauge measurements
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The consistency between the estimated and reference values of the spectral 

peak wave period Tp is lower, as discussed previously, due to the chattering effect 

described above. Meanwhile, when obvious outliers are excluded, the correlation 

coefficient reaches values comparable to those for significant wave height esti-

mates. 

The largest discrepancies with reference measurements are observed for wave 

directions of 50–65° (Fig. 4, g, h, i), consistent with the analysis of the time series 

(Fig. 3, d). However, this deviation is comparable to the resolution of the method 

used (approximately 90°) 1) [21]. 

The use of an elastic rubber cord improves the accuracy of estimates in all cases 

compared to reference values, though the improvement is modest, despite deliber-

ately selecting the most elastic (but least reliable) rubber cord. 

Conclusion 

This study presents the results of field tests of wave-measuring buoy loggers 

developed at Marine Hydrophysical Institute, designed with maximal simplicity to 

record initial measurement data on a memory card. 

The experiment was conducted near the MHI Stationary Oceanographic Plat-

form. Three buoys with identical IMUs were tested in three different configurations: 

without an elastic rubber cord, with an elastic rubber cord, and with a bifilar suspen-

sion from the platform. Comparison with reference measurements from wire-resis-

tive wave gauges showed strong agreement across all estimates for the three setups. 

For example, in the observed range of significant wave heights (0.2–1 m), the root-

mean-square error of height measurements was no more than 5 cm for the setup with 

an elastic rubber cord and no more than 6 cm without it. Corresponding values for 

spectral peak wave periods were 0.37 s and 0.62 s, and for spectral peak wave direc-

tions were 50° and 65°. Therefore, when there is a high risk of buoy loss, the elastic 

rubber cord can be omitted from the retaining device at the cost of a slight reduction 

in data accuracy. 

A key limitation of the measuring devices presented in this study is the need 

for maintenance, including data retrieval and battery replacement. However, this 

measurement approach may be suitable for various coastal tasks or specialized 

experiments that do not require long-term deployments. 

The advantages of this approach include its extremely low cost, which is 2 to 

3 orders of magnitude lower than that of traditional unattended models. This ena-

bles extensive field studies of waves across sections or grids, where multiple iden-

tical devices are needed. Additionally, a significant advantage, in our view, is that 

researchers have access to raw data directly from the IMU without preprocessing. 

This enhances the transparency and flexibility of further analysis and allows the pro-

cessing algorithm to be adapted based on specific research objectives. 
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Abstract 

The paper analyses spectral and time-frequency characteristics of hydroacoustic signals of 

animal and anthropogenic origin, as well as background signals. The study aims to classify 

and identify these signals to address ecological monitoring tasks in the marine environment 

and to develop effective criteria for signal differentiation for automated assessment of 

the acoustic situation in coastal and shelf zones. We used methods of spectral and time-

frequency analysis along with comparative analysis based on a review of current scientific 

literature. Characteristic features of spectra and spectrograms for various groups of signal 

sources were identified. Signals were classified according to their acoustic origin, and key 

parameters for signal identification under high noise conditions were determined, including 

spectral shapes, presence of harmonics, pulse durations, and specific temporal patterns. 

A feature set in the form of numerical vectors was created for subsequent application in ma-

chine learning algorithms and automatic recognition systems. The developed approach can 

be integrated into ecological monitoring systems for coastal waters and advanced navigation 

solutions. 

Keywords: spike, harmonic, sound localization, hydroecholocation, identification, natural 

noise, technogenic noise, pulse, broadband 
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Аннотация 
Анализируются спектральные и временно-частотные характеристики гидроакустиче-

ских сигналов животного и антропогенного происхождения, также фоновые сигналы, 

с целью их классификации и идентификации для решения задач экологического мони-

торинга морской среды, а также формирования эффективных критериев дифференци-

ации сигналов для автоматизированной оценки акустической обстановки в прибреж-

ных и шельфовых зонах. Использованы методы спектрального и временно-частотного 

анализа, а также сравнительного анализа на основе обзора современной научной лите-

ратуры. Выделены характерные особенности спектров и спектрограмм для различных 

групп источников сигналов. Проведена классификация сигналов по типу акустиче-

ского происхождения, определены ключевые параметры идентификации сигнала 

в условиях высокой шумовой нагрузки – форма спектров, наличие гармоник, длитель-
ность импульсов и специфические временны́е паттерны. Сформирован набор призна-

ков в виде числовых векторов для последующего применения в алгоритмах машин-

ного обучения и системах автоматического распознавания. Разработанный подход мо-

жет быть интегрирован в системы экологического мониторинга прибрежных аквато-

рий и перспективные навигационные решения.  

Ключевые слова: всплеск, гармоника, идентификация сигналов, естественный шум, 

техногенный шум, импульс, широкополосность, акустический сигнал, спектр 
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Introduction 

Hydroacoustic underwater monitoring systems play a key role in modern marine 

science and technology, enabling effective research and monitoring of the ocean 

environment. The development of these systems is driven by the need to obtain 

accurate and timely information about the underwater environment, which is crucial 

for both scientific research and ensuring the safety of maritime operations 1). Modern 

hydroacoustic technologies, based on digital signal processing and spectral analysis 

methods, allow various underwater sound sources to be identified and classified with 

high accuracy, which is critical for underwater navigation, communication, and 

environmental monitoring tasks [1, 2]. 

1) Zakharov, I.S., 2004. [Development of National Hydroacoustic Means: The Early 1920s–The

Late 1950s. Doctoral Thesis]. Saint Petersburg, 390 p. (in Russian).
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The development of domestic hydroacoustic equipment began in the mid- 

20th century, when the fundamental principles of acoustic signal research in aquatic 

environments were established. The subsequent decades, particularly the late 20th 

and early 21st centuries, saw significant progress in spectral and time-frequency anal-

ysis of hydroacoustic data, greatly improving the efficiency of signal processing and 

interpretation [3]. Modern research focuses on optimizing processing algorithms, 

including the use of discrete and fast Fourier transforms, vector-phase methods and 

trajectory-space filtering, aimed at enhancing the extraction of informative features 

from noise sources and improving the accuracy of determining their coordinates and 

directionality [4, 5]. 

Despite the availability of a wide range of specialized methods for analyzing 

hydroacoustic signals, many are tailored to highly specific tasks and limited in their 

application to particular classes of sound sources. Existing methods often fail to 

adequately provide a unified description of the spectral characteristics of signals 

varying in nature and origin, including both anthropogenic and bioacoustic sources. 

This creates a gap in digital processing technologies, hindering the broader applica-

tion of hydroacoustic systems in areas such as automated eco-monitoring of marine 

ecosystems and comprehensive classification of underwater objects [2, 4–6]. 

The increasing anthropogenic impact on the underwater environment and 

the growing volume of information from underwater sources necessitate the devel-

opment of precise methods for analyzing and identifying acoustic signals to enhance 

the reliability of underwater navigation and communication systems [1, 3, 7]. 

Environmental monitoring tasks are becoming increasingly critical, as they require 

simultaneous recording and analysis of both bioacoustic signals and anthropogenic 

noise, complicating the interpretation of the acoustic environment. 

Although effective algorithms for processing hydroacoustic signals have been 

developed in recent years, including optimized Fourier analysis methods [4] and 

vector-phase approaches [8, 9], they typically focus on highly specialized tasks and 

do not provide a comprehensive description of both spectral and time-frequency 

characteristics of heterogeneous signals. Specifically, there are no universal methods 

that enable a uniform description of both bioacoustic and anthropogenic signals, 

limiting data integration in environmental monitoring and navigation systems 

[9–12].  

The study aims to systematically analyze the spectral and time-frequency char-

acteristics of various hydroacoustic signals, focusing on identifying unique features 

that enable reliable source identification and classification. The proposed approach 

facilitates a unified description of the spectral properties of both anthropogenic and 

bioacoustic signals, expanding the applicability of standard digital processing me- 

thods and enhancing the accuracy and versatility of hydroacoustic monitoring 

systems.  
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Materials and methods 

The first stage of the study involved data collection and filtering. The analyzed 

signals were sourced from the AXDS Portals open database of hydroacoustic record-

ings, containing data from bottom stations, hydrophones, and other sensors deployed 

in coastal and oceanic areas 2). The recordings were in WAV format with sampling 

rates ranging from 4 to 64 kHz, depending on the source type and equipment. 

For analysis, sound fragments of 5 to 60 s were selected, representing typical sam-

ples of each signal class – biological, anthropogenic, and natural background noise. 

The total number of independent recordings for each signal type was 20–30, enabling 

the derivation of averaged spectra with acceptable statistical stability. 

The recorded signals underwent preliminary processing to remove external 

interference and artifacts caused by equipment limitations. Digital filtering methods 

were applied to isolate significant frequency ranges and reduce the impact of back-

ground noise [3]. 

The fast Fourier transform was used to identify the primary frequency compo-

nents of each signal. This method enabled the derivation of power spectra, charac-

terizing the distribution of signal energy across frequencies. The signal spectrum is 

defined as the set of amplitudes and initial phases of harmonic oscillations at various 

frequencies, which collectively reconstruct the original signal. The spectra were 

analyzed to identify dominant frequencies, harmonics, and patterns characteristic of 

specific signal groups. The basis of spectral analysis was the discrete Fourier trans-

form, defined for a discrete signal x[n] with N samples by the formula: 

X[k] = ∑ x [n] e
– j 2πkn

N
N – 1
n = 0 , 

where k = 0, 1, ..., N–1 is the frequency index. 

To investigate changes in the spectral structure over time, time-frequency ana- 

lysis methods, including spectrogram construction, were employed. This enabled 

the identification of unique temporal structures, such as burst periodicity, pulse 

duration, and signal attenuation dynamics. 

A comparative analysis of different signal types was conducted to identify 

unique features distinguishing animal, anthropogenic, and natural background noise 

signals. Key parameters included spectral shape, presence of harmonics, pulse dura-

tion, and specific temporal patterns. The spectra presented reflect typical character-

istics of each signal class but do not account for variability due to species differences, 

seasonal and hydrometeorological conditions, or technical device characteristics. 

2) Axiom Data Science. Data Portal Documentation. 2025. Available at: https://help.axds.co/portals/
overview.html#data-views-overview [Accessed: 22 August 2025].
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The algorithm for analyzing spectra and spectrograms involved performing 

a Fourier transform, constructing spectrograms, analyzing peak frequencies, estimat-

ing signal bandwidth, calculating the spectral centroid to detect periodicities, and 

evaluating the signal autocorrelation function [4]. 

For use in machine learning algorithms, formalized spectral and temporal fea-

tures (dominant frequency, bandwidth, harmonic amplitude parameters) were 

extracted and represented as numerical vectors, serving as input features for machine 

learning models [5]. These features are designed for classifying hydroacoustic 

signals by source type, including bioacoustic and anthropogenic noise. Such signals 

exhibit consistent structure and reproducibility in their spectral patterns, enabling 

their use in training datasets for developing recognition models without requiring 

manual labeling of the original signals. 

To implement all stages of the analysis, general-purpose software tools were 

used, including digital signal processing libraries in MATLAB and Python, as well 

as data visualization tools. The reliability of the results was evaluated using cross-

validation techniques, which involve repeatedly partitioning the dataset into training 

and test subsets to minimize the impact of random factors in the analysis. 

The effectiveness of the developed methods was evaluated using independent 

datasets from the publicly available AXDS Portals database, which contains verified 

examples of the investigated noise types, confirming their applicability to a wide 

range of hydroacoustic signal identification tasks 2). 

Results and discussion 

The signals sea lion barking and killer whale singing are examples of animal 

sounds with relatively complex frequency structures [6, 7]. The spectrum of the sea 

lion barking signal (Fig. 1, a) exhibits a prominent peak at approximately 400 Hz, 

reaching a spectral power density value of 1.93. Attenuated bursts at frequencies of 

60 and 330 Hz indicate the presence of harmonics, contributing to the characteristic 

low timbre, resembling a hoarse bark. 

The signal spectrogram (Fig. 1, b) clearly illustrates the concentration of 

primary sound energy in the low-frequency range. 

The spectrum of the killer whale singing signal (Fig. 2, a) exhibits the clearest 

signal structure among the signals analyzed in the study. It spans a broad frequency 

range, reflecting a complex harmonic structure and diverse acoustic elements 

in killer whale vocalizations. Multiple peaks occur between 0 and 11 kHz, with 

the most prominent at frequencies of 1.3, 2, and 2.1 kHz. These frequency compo-

nents of the signal are associated with communication and environmental orientation 

[6]. 

The signal spectrogram (Fig. 2, b) is characterized by a number of bright bands 

located within the 0 to 11 kHz range. High-frequency components manifest as addi-

tional vertical bands, highlighting the broadband nature of the signal. 
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b 

a 

b 

F i g .  1 .  Spectral analysis of the sea 

lion barking signal: a – spectrum; 

b – spectrogram 

F i g .  2 .  Spectral analysis of the killer 

whale singing signal: a – spectrum; 

b – spectrogram 

The explosion and sonar signals are characterized by distinct narrowband peak 

frequencies. The explosion signal exhibits a different frequency power distribution 

compared to the sonar signal, as evidenced in both the obtained spectrum (Fig. 3, a) 

and the spectrogram (Fig. 3, b). The maximum spectral power density (0.88) was 

observed in the 140–180 Hz range [8, 9]. 

The spectrum of the sonar signal (Fig. 4, a) exhibits a series of narrowband 

peaks within the 2.3 to 3.3 kHz range. In the spectrogram (Fig. 4, b), these appear as 

recurring bright horizontal bands. Their periodicity, consistent width, and intensity 

highlight the stability and predictability of the signal. This frequency composition is 

characteristic of signals employed by sonar devices [9].  
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a 

b 

a 

b 

F i g .  3 .  Spectral analysis of the ex-

plosion signal: a – spectrum; b – spec- 

trogram 

F i g .  4 .  Spectral analysis of the so-

nar signal: a – spectrum; b – spec- 

trogram 

The described structure enables identification of this signal type. Specifically, 

stable frequency peaks facilitate accurate determination of the signal source. 

For  instance, the power peak at a frequency of 3 kHz serves as a key indicator of 

sonar activity, as this frequency range is not typical of natural sound sources. Unlike 

the short-term explosion signal, sonar produces consistent radiation, allowing for 

reliable identification and precise measurement in noisy conditions [10]. 

The signals scuba diver’s breathing and cruise ship noise exhibit a significant 

constant component. The scuba diver’s breathing signal is characterized by a domi-

nant peak at near-zero frequency with a spectral power density of 18 (Fig. 5, a), 
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b 

a 

b 

F i g .  5 .  Spectral analysis of 

the scuba divers breathing signal: 

a – spectrum; b – spectrogram 

F i g .  6 .  Spectral analysis of cruise 

ship noise signal: a – spectrum; 

b – spectrogram 

appearing as a bright vertical band with an irregular right edge in the spectrogram 

(Fig. 5, b). This indicates a zero-frequency component, likely due to the continuous 

exhalation of air bubbles. A minor peak at a frequency of about 100 Hz may reflect 

the periodicity of breathing cycles or turbulence from exhaled air flow. The constant 

component results from the continuous breathing process, ensuring spectral stability. 

The spectrum of the cruise ship noise signal (Fig. 6, a) exhibits a prominent 

peak at a frequency of about 40 Hz with a spectral power density of 29.3, indicating 

a significant constant component, likely due to the operation of the ship’s engines. 

A peak at a frequency of 37 Hz results from low-frequency hull vibrations, while 

a peak at a frequency of 80 Hz may correspond to auxiliary mechanisms or cavitation 

processes. The spectrogram (Fig. 6, b) displays a persistent bright band at near-zero 
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frequency throughout the recording. Analysis of phase shifts between signal compo-

nents enables identification of time delays and relationships, facilitating determina-

tion of the location and nature of noise sources [11]. 

The water noise and bottlenose dolphin’s whistle signals exhibit characteristic 

stability and harmonic components. The spectrum of the water noise signal 

(Fig. 7, a) and its spectrogram (Fig. 7, b) reveal a broad frequency range, with do- 

minant power concentrated in the low-frequency band (up to 8 kHz), beyond which 

intensity rapidly decreases with increasing frequency. The signal’s homogeneous 

nature is evidenced by its spectral power density. 

The bottlenose dolphin’s whistle shows two distinct peaks in its spectrum 

(Fig. 8, a), appearing as two well-defined structures in the spectrogram (Fig. 8, b). 

The first peak (1.26 kHz) corresponds to the fundamental frequency of background 

noise. The second peak (7.5 kHz) represents the average frequency of the “whistle” 

band (6–10 kHz), with variations in intonation depending on the message transmitted 

by the bottlenose dolphin through the hydroacoustic channel [6]. This peak also 

reflects the fundamental tone of the whistle and its first harmonic. The first har-

monic, visible in the spectrogram (Fig. 8, b), displays uniform intensity and clear 

boundaries. These acoustic features serve as identifiers that can be classified 

as anomalies in the signal [12]. 

The spectral analysis demonstrates that each studied signal possesses a distinct 

spectral profile. Biological signals exhibit complex frequency structures with prom-

inent harmonics, anthropogenic signals display distinct peaks at specific frequencies, 

and natural noise shows a uniform energy distribution in the low-frequency range 

[10, 12]. 

Signals of animal origin demonstrate significant variability in their spectral 

characteristics. The sea lion barking signal is characterized by energy concentration 

in the low-frequency range with prominent, stable harmonics. The killer whale sing-

ing signal displays a complex structure, reflecting a broad frequency range of vocal-

izations and diverse echolocation clicks. These features facilitate the study of marine 

mammal communicative behavior. The bottlenose dolphin’s whistle signal, distin-

guished by two pronounced peaks, possesses a unique temporal structure that is read-

ily distinguishable in the aquatic environment [6, 9]. 

Anthropogenic signals exhibit more predictable spectral characteristics. The ex-

plosion signal manifests as a short-term pulse with a sharp peak at near-zero 

frequency and rapid attenuation, enabling precise event timing. The cruise ship noise 

signal features a zero-frequency component at near-zero frequency and periodic 

peaks at higher frequencies. This structure helps to identify such signals when as-

sessing the environmental impact of anthropogenic noise and developing methods 

to enhance signal clarity. The sonar signal exhibits a series of narrowband peaks, 
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a 

b 

F i g .  7 .  Spectral analysis of water 

noise signal: a – spectrum; b – spect- 

rogram 

F i g .  8 .  Spectral analysis of bottle-

nose dolphin’s whistle: a – spec- 

trum; b – spectrogram 

ensuring high accuracy in sounding and resistance against external interference, 

which is critical for underwater navigation and communication systems [9, 10]. 

Natural background noises exhibit distinct characteristics. The water noise 

signal displays a uniform spectrum in the low-frequency range and remains 

stationary over time, making it a reference signal for calibrating hydroacoustic 

devices and systems. The spectrum of the scuba diver’s breathing signal is con-

centrated in the lowest frequency range, reflecting the slow variation of breathing 

sounds synchronized with inhalation and exhalation. Frequencies associated with 

turbulence and the consistency of breathing, influenced by immersion depth, are val-

uable for analyzing human physiological processes in underwater environments and 

designing diver life support systems.  
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The distinct spectral-temporal profiles of animal-derived signals enable 

the study of marine mammal behavior and communication. The characteristics of 

anthropogenic signals are used to evaluate their impact on marine fauna and develop 

measures to reduce it. The stability and predictability of natural background noise 

spectral characteristics provide a foundation for calibrating hydroacoustic instru-

ments and systems, ensuring measurement accuracy [12, 13]. 

The analysis of spectrograms enables the development of algorithms for auto-

matic recognition of sound sources, which is essential for the operation of passive 

acoustic surveillance and ecological monitoring systems. These data play a critical 

role in studying the acoustic ecology of marine ecosystems, developing underwater 

navigation and communication systems, and monitoring anthropogenic impacts 

on the marine environment and its inhabitants [14, 15]. 

Conclusion 

Analysis of hydroacoustic signals revealed distinct spectral and time-frequency 

characteristics, enabling accurate identification of animal, anthropogenic, and natu-

ral background noise sources. A comparative evaluation of the signals highlighted 

their unique features, which can enhance the effectiveness of ecological monitoring 

and navigation systems. 

Formalized features are represented as numerical vectors, suitable for machine 

learning tasks, particularly for classifying signals by source type. This approach 

enhances the detection of acoustic sources and broadens the application of hydroa-

coustic technologies in underwater environmental monitoring and anthropogenic im-

pact assessment. 

The research findings are highly relevant, providing a foundation for advancing 

underwater navigation technologies and developing new approaches to acoustic data 

analysis. 
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Abstract 
The paper presents the results of a comprehensive analysis of atmospheric aerosol based on 
in situ photometer SPM measurements data, MODIS (Aqua/Terra) and VIIRS satellite data, 
and HYSPLIT air flow modeling data. The study was conducted by comparing the optical 
characteristics obtained during the same periods over the Black Sea region and tracking 
the movement of aerosol towards reservoirs located in different parts of the Volga River: 
the Middle Volga (Gorky and Cheboksary Reservoirs) and the Lower Volga (Kuybyshev 
and Volgograd Reservoirs). The analysis revealed the days of dust aerosol presence in the 
atmosphere. We compared the periods when high values of the aerosol optical depth (AOD) 
and low values of the Angstrom exponent were obtained for the Black Sea and for the Vol-
ga River. The periods when high values of AOD and low values of the Angstrom exponent 
were obtained simultaneously for the Black Sea and for the Volga River region were identi-
fied. A key finding of this study is the stability of the aerosol optical characteristics over the 
Black Sea and the Kuybyshev Reservoir, which persisted even during intensive dust 
transport from the Sahara Desert. This proves that regional algorithms for the Black Sea can 
be used to restore the brightness coefficients from satellite data when there is dust aerosol 
in the atmosphere over the Volga River reservoirs. The presented results provide a prelimi-
nary description of the atmosphere optical characteristics in the study regions and may be 
useful for testing the accuracy of standard atmospheric correction algorithms for satellite data. 

Keywords: SPM, MODIS, VIIRS, SILAM, backward trajectories of HYSPLIT, Angstrom 
exponent, dust aerosol, smoke aerosol, aerosol optical depth, AOD,  Volga, Black Sea, at-
mospheric aerosol  

Acknowledgements: The work was carried out at the expense of the RNF grant 
No. 23-17-00071 (“Volga bio-optical algorithms”), https://rscf.ru/project/23-17-00071. 
The authors express their gratitude to S. M. Sakerin and D. M. Kabanov for providing 
the SPM photometer and its software and for the possibility of using high-quality photo-
metric measurement data. The authors also thank Air Resources Laboratory (ARL) and 
the developers of HYSPLIT for providing high-quality simulation data in a timely manner. 
The authors express their gratitude to Kapustin I.A. and Leshchev G.V. for their participa-
tion in performing in situ measurements. For the Black Sea the researches were performed 

©  Kalinskaya  D.  V. ,  Molkov А.  А. ,  2025  

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 

International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License 

ISSN 2413-5577, Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea, 2025, No. 3, pp. 141–162. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________
_______



142  Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones of Sea. No. 3. 2025 

under state assignment of the Marine Hydrophysical Institute of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences FNNN-2024-0012 “Analysis, diagnosis and operational forecast of the state of 
hydrophysical and hydrochemical fields of marine waters based on mathematical modeling 
using data from remote and contact measurement methods” (“Operational Oceanology”). 

For citation: Kalinskaya, D.V. and Molkov, A.A., 2025. Optical Characteristics of 

Atmospheric Aerosol over Reservoirs of the Middle and Lower Volga in Comparison 

with the Black Sea for the Period 2022–2024. Ecological Safety of Coastal and Shelf Zones 

of Sea, (3), pp. 141–162. 
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Аннотация 
Представлены результаты комплексного анализа атмосферного аэрозоля с использо-

ванием натурных фотометрических измерений SPM, спутниковых данных MODIS 

(Aqua/Terra), VIIRS, а также моделирования траекторий перемещения воздушных 

потоков HYSPLIT, проведенного в рамках сопоставления оптических характеристик 

атмосферного аэрозоля над регионом Черного моря и водохранилищами бассейна 

р. Волги (Горьковским, Чебоксарским, Куйбышевским и Волгоградским). Анализ 

основан на данных, полученных в одни и те же периоды, с последующим отслежива-

нием перемещения аэрозоля в направлении волжских водохранилищ. В ходе работы 

выявлены дни с присутствием в атмосфере пылевого аэрозоля. Проведено сравнение 

периодов, в которые были получены высокие значения аэрозольной оптической тол-

щины и низкие − параметра Ангстрема над Черным морем и Волгой. Выявлены перио-

ды, когда данные аномалии наблюдались синхронно в обоих регионах. Ключевой ре-

зультат данного исследования состоит в том, что оптические характеристики аэрозоля 

над Черным морем и Куйбышевским водохранилищем в период интенсивного пылево-

го переноса со стороны пустыни Сахары не претерпели значимых изменений. Это сви-

детельствует о возможности применения региональных алгоритмов, разработанных 

для Черного моря, при восстановлении коэффициентов яркости по спутниковым дан-

ным над водоемами р. Волги в условиях присутствия в атмосфере пылевого аэрозоля. 

Представленные результаты формируют предварительное описание оптических харак-

теристик атмосферы в исследуемых регионах и могут быть использованы для оценки 

точности стандартных алгоритмов атмосферной коррекции спутниковых данных. 

Ключевые слова: SPM, MODIS, VIIRS, SILAM, обратные траектории HYSPLIT, пара-

метр Ангстрема, пылевой аэрозоль, дымовой аэрозоль, аэрозольная оптическая тол-

щина, АОТ, Волга, Черное море, атмосферный аэрозоль 
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Introduction 

The primary objective of satellite oceanography is to obtain reliable information 

about the state of various water bodies and to study trends in changes in their water 

quality as well as to assess the impact of anthropogenic and biogenic factors on water 

areas. A variety of natural phenomena, including forest fires, dust storms and vol-

canic eruptions, as well as a range of technological processes, result in an increase 

in the amount of harmful substances entering the atmosphere and hydrosphere 

[1–3]. When solid fuels are burned, toxic chemicals are released into the environ-

ment as part of the exhaust gases. The most prevalent of these are carbon mon- 

oxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, hydrocarbons and dust [4–6]. 

The growing pollution of air basins in several cities demonstrates the substan-

tial impact of modern industrial production on the natural environment, disrupting 

the existing balance and cycle of substances and energy. Therefore, long-term pro-

grams to maintain the normal functioning of natural ecological systems are becom-

ing increasingly important [2−6]. 

The objects of study are the Black Sea (western and Crimean coasts, where 

the AERONET (AErosol RObotic NETwork) Galata_Platform (43.0° N, 28.2° E) 

and Sevastopol (44.58° N, 33.43° E)) and the Volga River reservoirs. The first 

measurements of atmospheric characteristics over the Black Sea were made as 

early as 1910, and systematic photometric observations within the framework of 

the international AERONET program have been conducted since 2006. In 2015, 

the second stage of photometric measurements was initiated using the domestic SPM 

(Sun Photometer Mobile) photometer analogous to the AERONET instruments. 

Unlike the Black Sea, comprehensive studies of the Volga as a single ecological 

system have not yet been conducted. Effective river monitoring requires analysis of 

the entire water system, including three interrelated components: the atmosphere, 
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the aquatic environment and the aquatic organisms. The water body ecological and 

toxicological state is determined by interdependent processes such as water ex-

change with the atmosphere, transport of toxic substances through the air and entry 

of pollutants into the water [7]. Therefore, a comparison of data from these two 

regions enables the identification of both general patterns of aerosol transport and 

transformation, and processes that are specific to each region. 

In 1995−2003, a large amount of data on gas emissions into the atmosphere 

was obtained in the Volga River basin. Analysis of this data revealed a trend to-

ward improvement in atmospheric conditions: total gas emissions into the atmos-

phere over the Volga basin decreased by 2.0 million tons, from 9.1 million tons 

in 1995 to 7.1 million tons in 2003. In 2017−2019, as part of the federal project 

“Revitalization of the Volga,” a concept was developed to reduce diffuse pollution 

of the Volga [8], based on an analysis of hydrological data on pollutants and 

atmospheric parameters. 

Nevertheless, the current data are insufficient to solve a significant applied 

problem, namely the use of optical satellite information to assess the quality of 

the Volga River waters. Furthermore, the role of long-range intensive aerosol 

transport, particularly the influence of intensive air flow from the Black Sea region 

on  atmospheric characteristics over the Volga basin, remains under-researched. 

In order to resolve these issues, a thorough investigation is necessary that incorpo-

rates data regarding the state of the atmosphere and the aquatic environment. 

In this regard, the present study focuses on comparing the optical character-

istics of atmospheric aerosols over the Black Sea and the Volga reservoirs, which 

allows for the identification of general patterns of aerosol particle transport and 

transformation in both regions. 

The analysis employed in situ data, MODIS (Aqua/Terra) satellite data, Visible 

Infrared Imaging Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) data and the results of air flow model-

ing using the HYSPLIT model for four reservoirs located  in different parts of 

the Volga River: the Middle Volga (Gorky and Cheboksary Reservoirs) and the Lower 

Volga (Kuybyshev and Volgograd Reservoirs) (Fig. 1), in comparison with similar 

data obtained over the Black Sea. 

For each of the regions studied, background characteristics of atmospheric 

aerosols were determined, serving as a reference point for assessing the conse-

quences of aerosol impact. Background characteristics in this work refer to the av-

erage values of optical parameters calculated with the exclusion of emissions. 

The background aerosol in the regions under study consists primarily of submicron 

fractions of mineral dust and other aerosols (predominantly sulphate) of continental 

origin. These particles have penetrated through the cloud filter into the upper tropo- 

sphere at an altitude of 2–3 km over the oceans and 5 km over the continents and 

have been distributed there relatively evenly, with a particle number concentration 

of  300 cm−3 at standard temperature and pressure [9]. 
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To compare, Table 1 demonstrates such background characteristics of atmo- 

spheric aerosol as aerosol optical depth (АОD) at a wavelength of 500 nm 

(АОD(500)) and Angstrom exponent (α) in different regions. For instance, in the Nor- 

thern Tian Shan region, which is affected by dust aerosols, the AOD(500) value 

during the period of aerosol transport to the region was found to be 0.74 ± 0.14, 

which exceeds the background values (Table 1) by more than three times [10]. 

In the Baikal region, which is mainly affected by seasonal fires, the AOD values 

exceed background levels by six to eight times across most of the spectrum when 

smoke is present in the atmosphere [11]. The background values for the region of 

Middle Urals, which is subject to dust emissions and smoke transport from fires, 

are presented based on the results of optical characteristic measurements conducted 

at the Kourovka Astronomical Observatory (Sverdlovsk Oblast) and in Ekaterin-

burg [12]. The estimation of background values of atmospheric aerosol for central 

Russia can be made based on the variability of optical characteristics obtained 

in Moscow and the Moscow region. Thus, background values for this region, 

according to data from the Zvenigorod Scientific Station of A. M. Obukhov Insti-

tute of Atmospheric Physics RAS, are given in [13]. For the Siberian region, back-

ground values for atmospheric aerosols were obtained from photometric measure-

ments at the Fonovaya station, Tomsk Oblast. During periods of intense fire in this 

region, the AOD(500) index has been recorded at 0.95 ± 0.86, which is approxi-

mately six times higher than background values and 2.5 times higher than the typi-

cal values for smoke aerosols [14]. The establishment of background levels is 

a prerequisite for the subsequent identification of anomalies caused by long-range 

transport of aerosols. 

 

 

T a b l e  1 .  Background optical characteristics of atmospheric aerosol obtained over 

various regions 

Region/city 
Background  

AOD(500) 
Angstrom  

exponent α 

Northern Tian Shan 0.24  0.09 – 

Baikal region <  0.1 – 

Sverdlovsk Oblast 0.135 ± 0.128 – 

Ekaterinburg 0.168 ± 0.126 1.239  0.3 

Zvenigorod 0.17  0.06 1.46  0.4 

Tomsk Oblast 0.16  0.08 1.4  0.4 
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In particular, periods were selected for analysis when the values of AOD and 

the Angstrom exponent deviated significantly from background levels. This facili-

tated the identification of episodes of intensive air flow from the Black Sea region 

towards the Volga basin, and the subsequent quantitative assessment of their im-

pact on the optical properties of the atmosphere over reservoirs. 

Ground-based photometric measurements were used to verify satellite data and 

modeling results. Ground-based solar photometry is one of the main remote sens-

ing methods for determining the composition of atmospheric gases and aerosols, 

along with satellite remote sensing. The primary benefit of satellite systems is their 

extensive coverage capacity, which facilitates the description of the spatial distri-

bution of the optical characteristics of the atmosphere (e.g., MODIS radiometers 

on the Terra and Aqua satellites). However, the underlying surface reflectivity is 

unpredictable enough, which significantly limits the AOD determination accuracy, 

allowing reliable data to be obtained only in a narrow spectral range. This creates 

serious difficulties in determining the composition of aerosol particles. The advent 

of remote sensing methods has contributed to the emergence of innovative ship- 

and satellite-based technologies and systems, facilitating the operational monitor-

ing of water quality in such eutrophic water bodies as the Gorky, Kuybyshev and 

Volgograd Reservoirs. In light of the constraints imposed by remote methods, 

in situ studies of aerosols employing photometers continue to be a pertinent under-

taking. The factors influencing the composition of aerosols, including meteorologi-

cal conditions, are not yet fully elucidated. 

F i g .  1 .  Location of the study geographical objects on the Volga River. 

The numbers denote reservoirs: 1 – Gorky Reservoir; 2 – Cheboksary 

Reservoir; 3 – Kuybyshev Reservoir; 4 – Volgograd Reservoir (Satellite 

VIIRS) 
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This study aims at a comprehensive analysis of the optical characteristics of 

atmospheric aerosols over the Black Sea and four reservoirs in the Volga River 

basin (Gorky and Cheboksary in the Middle Volga, Kuybyshev and Volgograd 

in the Lower Volga) in 2022–2024 based on in situ measurements, satellite obser-

vations (MODIS/Aqua-Terra, VIIRS) and HYSPLIT air flow trajectory modeling 

data. The research objectives include comparing the spatio-temporal variability of 

aerosol parameters over the specified regions, tracking the transport of aerosol 

masses from the Black Sea towards the Volga reservoirs, and analyzing the charac-

teristics of their distribution over these water areas. 

Instruments and materials 

The AOD was determined using in situ measurements obtained from two types 

of solar photometer: the AERONET reference instrument Cimel [15] and its do-

mestic counterpart SPM (Sun Photometer Mobile) [16]. Both instruments operate 

in the wavelength range of 340–2134 nm. When operating and calibration condi-

tions are met, the error in determining AOD is 0.01–0.02 and in determining 

the atmosphere moisture content is approximately 0.1 g/cm². A detailed description 

of the calibration and calculation methods for the desired characteristics is provid-

ed in [16–18]. 

Satellite data on AOD and Angstrom exponent were obtained using the MAIAC 

(Multi-Angle Implementation of Atmospheric Correction) algorithm based on MODIS/ 

Terra and MODIS/Aqua data [19, 20]. The spatial resolution of the algorithm is 

1 km, which facilitates the tracking of small-scale urban pollution, smoke from 

fires (including small local outbreaks), and dust storms. The selection of this prod-

uct was determined by its accessibility, high resolution, and capacity to monitor 

aerosol dynamics in near real time. 

In order to analyze the sources of aerosol transport in the Black Sea region as 

well as the Gorky, Kuybyshev and Volgograd Reservoirs, the results of modeling 

the backward trajectories of air flow movements were used. This modeling was 

carried out using the HYSPLIT (Hybrid Single-Particle Lagrangian Integrated Tra-

jectory model developed by Air Resources Laboratory (ARL)) software package 1). 

The simulation results demonstrate the predominance of western air mass transport 

in the region under study 1). This study presents the first analysis of not only back-

ward but also forward trajectories of air currents over the Black Sea. This made it 

possible to compare optical characteristics with the time shift of aerosol movement 

over the Black Sea and, several days later, over the reservoirs. 

The VIIRS radiometer set provides users with Deep Blue NASA Standard 

Level-2 (L2) aerosol products from the Joint Polar Satellite System (JPSS). Since 

17 February 2018, the VIIRS Deep Blue Aerosol (DBA) algorithm has been used  

 

                                                           

1) Available at: http://ready.arl.noaa.gov/HYSPLIT.php [Accessed: 25.08.2025]. 

http://ready.arl.noaa.gov/HYSPLIT.php
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to obtain AOD values [21, 22]. The Deep Blue algorithm is used to analyze data 

obtained over land, while the Satellite Ocean Aerosol Retrieval (SOAR) algorithm 

is used over water areas. Data obtained in certain VIIRS operating ranges and pro-

cessed using two algorithms described above provide ultimately reference AOD L2 

Deep Blue values at a wavelength of 550 nm for the region under study [22, 23]. 

The Dark Target/Bright Target Algorithm (DBA) was applied to VIIRS data 

to create a long-term climate data series on atmospheric aerosols. The DBA algo-

rithm was originally developed to detect aerosols over bright surfaces. To achieve 

this objective, a global database of surface reflectivity coefficients with a resolution 

of 0.1° in the visible spectrum was created using the method described in  [24]. 

The aerosol type and AOD are determined simultaneously using look-up tables 

based on satellite observations. The MODIS Collection 6 (C6) data are reprocessed 

using an algorithm that employs three different approaches to determine surface 

reflectivity coefficients in different terrain types (arid/semi-arid regions, vegetated, 

urban/built-up and transitional areas). To identify smoke aerosols, the spectral 

curvature method is used, based on the ratio of surface reflectivity coefficients 

at wavelengths of 412/488 and 488/670 nm. In addition to VIIRS data, new models 

of non-spherical dust particles are also used to improve the accuracy of AOD de-

termination. In 2020, the latest V011 DB L2 aerosol products were integrated into 

the data processing system. The methodology permits the extension of the range of 

detectable surfaces from the brightest to the very darkest [24, 25], improving aero-

sol monitoring capabilities significantly. 

One of the tasks of the DBA and SOAR algorithms is to determine the types 

of atmospheric aerosols during the daytime in the absence of clouds and snow. 

Over land, the aerosol type is classified based on the AOD values, Angstrom exponent 

(α), Lambert-equivalent reflectivity (LER) and brightness temperature. The combined 

aerosol type over land and ocean is determined based on pixels that have passed 

quality control [21, 22, 24]. 

CALIPSO satellite data were analyzed to determine the predominant aerosol 

type. The main objective of CALIPSO is to measure the characteristics of aerosols 

and clouds on a global scale. The CALIPSO algorithm classifies aerosols by type 

based on the measured depolarization coefficient (δv): pure marine aerosol  

(δv ∈ [0.025–0.05]), particles of polluted dust or smog (δv ∈ [0.05–0.15]), most 

likely dust aerosol (δv ∈ [0.15–0.5]). The spatial resolution for most types of aero-

sols is 80 km, with the exception of clean marine and polluted continental aerosols. 

About 80% of smog and 60% of polluted dust aerosols are found over the water 

surface. Clean dust is distributed approximately evenly over both land and water 

surfaces [25, 26]. 

Measurements of the optical characteristics of the atmosphere over the Black 

Sea and the Volga River were carried out from small vessels or from the shore. 

The periods of atmospheric aerosol measurements over the reservoirs of the Volga 

River are shown in Table 2. Measurements over the Black Sea were carried out 

simultaneously. 
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T a b l e  2 .  Qualitative and quantitative data on measurements of main atmosphere optical 

characteristics over reservoirs of the Volga River 

Reservoir Period 
Number  

of measurements 

Gorky Reservoir 
Spring−summer 

2022−2024 
292 

Cheboksary Reservoir 
09.09.2023−10.09.2023; 

16.09.2023−17.09.2023 
18 

Kuybyshev Reservoir 
17.07.2023−28.07.2023; 

09.09.2023−16.09.2023 
58 

Volgograd Reservoir 28.05.2024−07.06.2024 13 

 

 

As Table 2 shows, in the case of the Gorky Reservoir, the focus is on seasonal 

trends rather than specific periods. This discrepancy can be attributed to the fact 

that while expeditions in the region of the reservoir were ongoing, the measure-

ments were taken over the course of a single day, a week or more. 

During expeditions to study the optical properties of the atmosphere over 

the Middle and Lower Volga region, data were obtained on the AOD variability 

across the entire operating range of the SPM photometer, namely at 11 wave-

lengths: 340, 379, 441, 501, 548, 675, 872, 940, 1244, 1020 and 1556 nm. 

The most interesting channels for research are those close to satellite channels: 

comparative analysis of remote and in situ data makes it possible to solve many 

problems in both optics and hydrophysics in general. For central Russia, the AOD 

values above 0.3 at a wavelength of 500 nm are considered to be high. The present 

study determines the type of aerosol and the region that was the source of aerosol 

activity for dates with such values. 

Results 

As previously mentioned, 2015 marked the start of a period in which the opti-

cal properties of atmospheric aerosols over the Black Sea were monitored using 

an SPM photometer. This enabled a new stage of comparative studies of different 

regions equipped with similar instruments to begin. The nearest water body where 

photometric measurements are carried out is the Volga River basin. This paper pre-

sents a comparative analysis of the optical characteristics of atmospheric aerosols 

obtained over the Black Sea (in the western and Crimean coastal zones), alongside 

data from regular measurements taken over the Gorky, Cheboksary, Kuybyshev 

and Volgograd Reservoirs, as well as in the Nizhny Novgorod Oblast, between 

April 2022 and July 2024. The activity of dust and smoke aerosol transport from 

forest fires was also studied during this period. 

Analysis of seasonal AOD trends in many regions of central and southern Rus-

sia revealed a primary maximum in spring and a secondary maximum in summer, 

the latter of which is more pronounced during intense forest fires. As is well known, 
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a  large number of forest fires are recorded in both the Black Sea region and 

the Nizhny Novgorod Oblast during the summer period. These fires can cause 

cloudiness in the atmosphere and, accordingly, lead to an increase in the values 

of the main optical characteristics of atmospheric aerosols during this period [25]. 

It is known that dust and smoke aerosols are characterised by AOD values that are 

more than twice the monthly average [1−3]. Fig. 2 shows average daily values 

of AOD(500) for the period of synchronous atmospheric studies over the Black Sea 

(Crimean coast (Fig. 2, a) and western coast of the Black Sea (Fig. 2, b)) and 

the Volga River basin (Fig. 2, с). As can be seen, high AOD(500) values were rec-

orded over the Volga River in April, July and August 2022 as well as in April 

2023. To determine the main source of aerosol input that has the greatest impact 

on the properties of the underlying surface as determined by remote sensing me- 

thods, it is necessary to analyze the seasonal and daily variability of aerosol optical 

characteristics. 

Fig. 2, b shows that the maximum AOD values were observed on 13 April, 

6, 7, 24–27 July, 5–8, 24–27 August in 2022; on 12, 24–28 April, 25–27 May, 

18, 26–28 July in 2023; and on 4 June 2024. In general, increases in AOD values 

are not short-term events occurring over the course of a single day, but rather peri-

odic in nature. This can be the result of intense dust transport and large-scale forest 

fires, the latter of which are a source of burning biomass aerosols (smoke aerosols). 

The only exception is a slight increase in AOD in the summer of 2024. However, 

it should be noted that measurements only began at the end of May in 2024. 

Gorky Reservoir 

Since 2022, the SPM photometer has been continuously monitoring optical 

characteristics in the study area, providing background characteristics of atmos-

pheric aerosols over the Gorky Reservoir and Nizhny Novgorod. In the 2016–2017 

studies, the background values were considered to be AOD(500) ≈ 0.18 and α ≈ 1.45, 

but later regular measurements covering not only the summer period showed 

that the background values in the study region were lower: AOD(500) = 0.12 and 

α = 1.22 [26]. Analysis of particle size distribution revealed no predominance of 

particles of a certain size, whether large or small, for background aerosols. 

To identify sources of aerosol activity, satellite data were analyzed for all days 

on which elevated values of atmospheric aerosol optical properties were recorded 

during in situ measurements. 

As Fig. 2 shows, the average daily AOD(500) value of 0.28 recorded on 13 April 

2022 is the highest one for the entire spring period of 2022. The results of model-

ing the backward trajectories of air flows for that day using the HYSPLIT model 

showed the movement of dust aerosol at an altitude of 3 km from the Karakum side. 

This means that the increase in AOD on 13.04.2022 is due to the presence of dust 

aerosol in the atmosphere over the region under study. 

During the summer of 2022, a significant number of days were observed to 

have elevated AOD values, with levels exceeding more than twice the annual average 
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F i g .  2 .  Average variability of aerosol optical depth 

(AOD) at a wavelength of 500 nm: over the Black Sea, 

the Southern Coast of Crimea zone and the Kerch 

Strait, from AERONET station data (288 days) (a); 

over the Black Sea, from Section_7 station (Romania) 

(568 days) (b); over the Volga River, from stations 

data (224 days) (c) 

a 

b 

c 
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across the entire spectral range. A thorough analysis of satellite data, comple-

mented by the findings from backward trajectory modeling, revealed that the ob-

served increase in AOD values was predominantly attributable to the presence of 

smoke aerosols from forest fires, which were localized east of the Gorky Reservoir. 

The average daily AOD(500) value of 0.39 on 12 April 2023 represents the maxi-

mum for the entire measurement period under study. The maximum AOD value 

(AOD(500) = 0.45) on that day was recorded at 14:00. Satellite data indicates that 

MAIAC AOD values over the Gorky Reservoir were within the range of (0.4 ± 0.01). 

The backward trajectories of air flows were simulated using the HYSPLIT soft-

ware package, with the start time of the simulation set at 14:00 UTC, the time 

when the maximum AOD values were recorded. The transport area coincided with 

the area in which the AIRS MODIS/Aqua algorithms determined an increased con-

centration of dust aerosols. A thorough examination of the contribution of coarse 

and fine aerosol particles to the total AOD(500) revealed that elevated AOD values 

were predominantly attributable to the presence of fine particles, which constituted 

up to 80% of the total. MAIAC satellite data confirm that AOD values exceed 

background levels, which is consistent with the results of in situ measurements. 

The VIIRS Deep Blue algorithm for 24 April 2023 identified the presence of 

dust particles, as well as mixed and background aerosols (Fig. 3). High Angstrom 

exponent values for 24–28 April 2023 (α > 2) confirm that the elevated AOD val-

ues are attributable to the presence of finely dispersed absorbing aerosols in high 

concentrations. 

High AOD values were also 

recorded at the end of April and the 

end of July 2023. Analysis of mo- 

del and satellite data to determine 

the source of aerosol activity that 

influenced the variability of AOD 

values at the end of April 2023 re-

vealed no signs of dust transport or 

intense fires, when the smoke could 

have moved into the atmosphere of 

the region under study. 

The values of AOD(500) were 

determined to be 0.29 on 25 May 

2023, at α = 0.7. When determining 

the predominant aerosol type using 

the VIIRS Deep Blue algorithm, 

the presence of mixed and fine 

aerosols was detected on that day. 

F i g .  3 .  Satellite images obtained using 

the VIIRS spectroradiometer (flight time 

10:33 UTC) using the VIIRS Deep Blue 

algorithm for 24 April 2023 (Archive  

AERDB_L2_VIIRS_NOAA20_NRT doi:10.506

7/VIIRS/AERDB_L2_VIIRS_NOAA20_NRT.0

02; AERDB_L2_VIIRS_NOAA20 doi:10.5067/

VIIRS/AERDB_L2_VIIRS_NOAA20.002 (date 

of access: 20 January 2024) 
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Statistical analysis revealed that AOD values exceeding the monthly average were 

observed on 26 of the 226 days of observation. Elevated AOD values were mainly 

observed on days when smoke and dust aerosols were present in the atmosphere 

over the study region, but they were also recorded on days when anthropogenic 

aerosols were detected. In some cases, the origin of aerosol activity could not be 

ascertained. 

Given the absence of documented transport from Africa via the Black Sea 

during the study period, a direct comparison between the optical characteristics 

obtained for this reservoir and those of the Black Sea stations was not feasible. 

Cheboksary Reservoir 

The expedition to the Cheboksary Reservoir was the shortest, with a duration 

of four days. During this period, AOD(500) values approximating the background 

values for the Nizhny Novgorod region were obtained (average AOD(500) = 0.11). 

Average Angstrom exponent α = 1.7 demonstrates the predominance of fine 

particles during the study period. This is confirmed by data on particle size distri-

bution: the contribution of the coarse mode is only 21% of the total AOD(500) value. 

Analysis of optical characteristic data for the periods 9–10 and 16–17 Septem-

ber 2023 for the Black Sea stations confirmed the presence of fine and background 

aerosols over the entire Black Sea water area (average AOD(500) values for both 

stations did not exceed 0.12). 

Kuybyshev Reservoir 

In this area, high AOD(500) values (twice as high as background levels) were 

recorded on 26–28 July 2023. During the entire expedition period, the maximum 

AOD values over the Kuybyshev Reservoir were recorded on 28 July 2023 (aver-

age daily AOD(500) value = 0.38, with AOD(500) = 0.43 at 10:00, which is twice 

the background values for central Russia). On the same day, the Angstrom expo-

nent values were below 1.0 (Fig. 4). An analysis of the particle size distribution 

revealed that large particles constituted 45% of the total. Such a set of optical charac-

teristics is typically obtained when recording arid aerosol over the region under study. 

A comparative analysis of optical characteristics over the same period 

at the Kuybyshev Reservoir and the Black Sea revealed that two days before 

the maximum values were recorded over the Volga, high AOD values and low Ang-

strom exponent values were obtained at the Black Sea AERONET Galata_Platform 

(AOD(510) = 0.4 and α = 0.7) and Sevastopol (AOD(510) = 0.39 and α = 0.8) 

stations. The transport of dust aerosols from Africa towards Crimea and central 

Russia can last from one day to more than a week. This means that the aerosol rec-

orded on 28 July 2023 over the Kuybyshev Reservoir could have been present 

in the atmosphere of the Black Sea on 26 July. This assumption can be confirmed 

by the results of HYSPLIT modeling of backward and forward air flow trajectories. 

Over the Black Sea, the maximum daily values of the AOD and the minimum val-

ues of the Angstrom exponent were recorded at 14:00 UTC at the Galata_Platform 

station (AOD(510) = 0.48; α = 0.48) and at 16:00 at the Sevastopol station 

(AOD(500) = 0.4; α = 0.66). Over the Black Sea, the maximum daily values of 

the AOD and the minimum values of the Angstrom exponent were recorded 

at 14:00 UTC at the Galata_Platform station (AOD(510) = 0.48; α = 0.48) and 

at 16:00 at the Sevastopol station ((AOD(500) = 0.4; α = 0.66). A thorough analysis 
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а 

b 

F i g .  4 .  Variability of the AOD and the Angstrom exponent during the expedi-

tions over the Kuybyshev Reservoir (a) and over the Black Sea (b). The red ellip-

ses denote cases of high AOD values and low Angstrom exponent values 

of the variability of optical characteristics during the movement of dust aerosol 

over the Black Sea stations and over the Kuybyshev Reservoir indicates that 

the aerosol has not undergone any changes in composition or properties. The opti-

cal characteristics obtained on 26 July 2023 over Sevastopol and on 28 July over 

the Kuybyshev Reservoir differ minimally. Taking into account the distance from 

the Black Sea Galata_Platform and Sevastopol stations to the Kuybyshev Reservoir 

(~ 2000 km), the speed of dust aerosol movement was determined (~ 50 km/h). 

Given the highest AOD(500) values over the Kuybyshev Reservoir were 

obtained on 28 July 2023 in the morning hours, the backward trajectories of air 

flows were calculated using the HYSPLIT model for 10:00 UTC. Analysis of 

modeling data revealed that at an altitude of 3 km, air mass transfer from the Sa-

hara Desert is recorded (Fig. 5, b). As can be seen, based on the backward trajec-

tories of air masses, the transfer from Africa was recorded both over the Black 

Sea AERONET stations (Fig. 5, a, c) and over the Kuybyshev Reservoir (Fig. 5, e). 
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The results of forward transport modeling confirm the presence of an air mass that 

was located over the Black Sea at an altitude of 3 km on 26 July 2023 and appeared 

over the Volga region on 28 July (Fig. 5, b, d). 

а b 

c d 

F i g .  5 .  HYSPLIT air flow simulation data: backward (a) and forward (b) trajectories 

for Galata_Platform station; backward (c) and forward (d) trajectories for Sevastopol sta-

tion for 26 July 2023; backward trajectories for Kuybyshev Reservoir for 28 July 2023 (e) 
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e 

C o n t i n u e d  F i g .  5

A satellite image of the Black Sea central part also shows a trail of haze, which 

can be dust aerosol transported from Africa. Satellite AOD measurements are not 

available for the Volga River. However, AOD values in the coastal region exceed 

background levels and exhibit minimal variation from the in situ SPM data for that 

particular day (according to MODIS data, AOD(500) values range from 0.35 to 0.36). 

To confirm the presence of a dust aerosol source, the CALIPSO satellite data were 

analyzed (Fig. 6). 

1A thorough analysis of aerosol type data employing the CALIPSO satel-

lite algorithm over the specified water body revealed the presence of substantial 

amounts of both polluted and clean dust aerosol. In conclusion, the results of both 

modeling and remote sensing confirm that the elevated AOD values, low Angstrom 

exponent values and high concentration of large aerosol particles are due to the pre- 

sence of arid-origin particles in the atmosphere. A comprehensive analysis of 

the spatio-temporal variability of the optical 

properties of aerosols over the Kuybyshev 

Reservoir and the Black Sea it indicated that 

during intense dust transport from the Sa-

hara Desert, the characteristics of aerosols 

remained constant, despite the difference 

in the time of their detection over the regions. 

F i g .  6 .  CALIPSO satellite data for 28 July 

2023 
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Consequently, upon detection of dust aerosols over the Volga River reservoirs, 

regional algorithms can be implemented to restore water brightness coefficients 

for the Black Sea. 

Expedition data on this reservoir were obtained during the period from 31 May 

2024 to 5 June 2024. The average values of the main optical characteristics for 

the study period were: AOD(500) = 0.16; α = 1. On 31 May 2024, α = 0.4, and 

the AOD values across the entire spectral range were at an average level. 

Satellite (MODIS and VIIRS) measurements of the AOD for 31 May 2023 

confirmed the presence of an area with elevated values southwest of the Volgograd 

Reservoir (Republic of Kalmykia) (Fig. 7). Analysis of backward trajectories based 

on  HYSPLIT modeling results showed the transport of dust aerosols from 

the Karakum Desert on 30–31 May 2024. 

Analysis of VIIRS and Aqua/MODIS satellite images (True Color channel) 

for 31 May 2024 over the Volgograd Reservoir revealed variable cloud cover dur-

ing the flyovers of satellites at 10:02 and 10:28 UTC, respectively. The clearest 

image with minimal cloud cover was obtained using Terra/MODIS (True Color) 

at 7:24 UTC. It is well established that dust particles facilitate the process of mois-

ture coagulation, leading to the formation of clouds comprising both fine and 

coarse dust aerosol fractions subsequent to the dust aerosol passage [27, 28]. 

The results of wind speed modeling using the ICON software package [29] 

at all altitudes up to 1500 m demonstrated transport from the Karakum Desert. 

The maximum wind transport intensity was documented at an altitude of 500 m 

(Fig. 8), which corresponded to the results of the HYSPLIT backward trajectory 

modeling. 

The expedition measurements for the study period from 31 May 2024 to 

7 June 2024, obtained over the Volgograd Reservoir, were compared with data 

from simultaneous observations over the Black Sea. Since the elevated AOD values 

over the Volgograd Reservoir recorded on 31 May 2024 were caused by the advec-

tion of dust aerosols from the Karakum Desert, air currents over the Black Sea pri-

or to this event were not considered. However, it is noteworthy that on 4 and 5 July 

2024, abnormally high AOD values were recorded over the Black Sea, with maxi-

mum values of AOD(500) = 0.3 and AOD(500) = 0.29, respectively. These values 

are more than one and a half times higher than the standard background levels. 

On these dates, measurements were obtained using an SPM photometer aboard 

R/V Professor Vodyanitsky (during its 131st voyage). A comprehensive analysis of 

in situ photometric measurements, VIIRS satellite data and HYSPLIT air flow 

modeling results confirmed the transport of dust aerosols to the study region 

(Fig. 9). Despite the fact that dust aerosol transport from Africa is frequently ob-

served over the Black Sea during the spring and summer months, it is challenging 

to make an unequivocal quantitative evaluation of their contribution to the sea sur-

face brightness coefficient in May and June for this region due to the coinciding 

intense phytoplankton bloom, which also results in a substantial increase in this  

parameter [30]. 
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а 

b 

F i g .  7 .  Satellite data of MODIS (flight time 10:28 UTC) 

and VIIRS (flight time 10:02 UTC) for 30 May 2024: AOD 

distribution from the MAIAC algorithm (a), aerosol type de-

termination from the VIIRS Deep Blue algorithm (b) 
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а b 

F i g .  8 .  The results of modeling wind speeds according to the ICON model (a); back-

ward trajectories of air flow movement according to the HYSPLIT model (b) at an altitude 

of 500 m 

а b 

F i g .  9 .  The results of backward trajectories of air flow movement modeling according 

to the HYSPLIT model for 4 June 2024 (а) and 5 June 2024 (b) 
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Conclusion 

A comparative analysis of the primary optical characteristics of the atmo- 

sphere above the Black Sea and four reservoirs on the Volga River was conducted, 

resulting in the identification of periods with background values and episodes with 

abnormally high AOD values. For these periods, a detailed analysis of satellite data 

and the results of air flow modeling was performed. In the majority of cases, 

the increase in AOD values in the studied regions was explained by dust aerosol 

advection. A comprehensive study of the transport of dust from the African conti-

nent has led to the identification of the temporal patterns of dust aerosol movement 

across the Black Sea towards the Kuybyshev Reservoir. Taking into account 

the distance between the Black Sea Galata_Platform and Sevastopol stations, and 

the Kuybyshev Reservoir, the average speed of dust aerosol movement was calcu-

lated (~ 50 km/h). The spring and summer periods have been identified as those of 

high AOD values and low Angstrom exponent over the Black Sea and the Volga 

River region. An important result of this study is the invariability of the optical 

characteristics of aerosols over the Black Sea and the Kuybyshev Reservoir during 

episodes of intense dust transport from the Sahara Desert. This indicates the possi-

bility of using regional algorithms developed for the Black Sea to restore bright-

ness coefficients based on satellite data over the Volga River reservoirs, consider-

ing the presence of dust aerosol. 
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